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INSPECTION 


OF 

Secondary  and  Normal  Education 


To  his  Ex.  the  Minister  of  Public  Education , Doctor  Calixto 
de  la  T or  re . 


In  accordance  with  your  Excellency's  orders,  1 have  the 
honour  to  submit  a report  upon  the  State  ot  our  Secon- 
dary and  Normal  Education,  for  the  Chicago  Exhibition. 

As  your  Ex.  will  see  the  report  is  a concise,  truthlul 
Statement  of  facts,  without  any  attempt  at  exaggeration. 

1 have  endeavoured  to  let  the  foreign  public  know  what 
we  are  doing  to  promote  the  educational  interests  of  our 
people,  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  as 
to  the  importance  we  attach  to  a question  of  such  mag- 
nitude. 

In  order  to  perpetuate  the  democratic  form  of  govern- 
ment. which  we  have  adopted,  we  have  still  much  to  do 
tor  the  cause  ot  education,  but  whatever  our  defects  may 
be  in  this  sense,  nobody  can  accuse  us  of  a lack  of  good- 
will or  perseverance. 


4 


Trusting  that  your  Ex.  will  have  this  report  forwarded 
to  the  Argentine  Commission,  I have  the  honour  to  be 
Y.  Ex’s  obedient  servant. 

James  H.  Eitz-Simon. 

Buenos  Aires,  January  i5  1893. 


DEPARTMENT 


OF 


Public  Instruction 


Buenos  Aires,  Eebruary,  i5  1893. 


Let  this  Report  be  printed  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  the  Inspection  of  National  Colleges  and  Normal  Schools, 
and  let  it  be  forwarded  to  the  Argentine  Commission. 


Calixto  S.  de  la  Torre. 


Retrospect 


When  the  Argentine  nation  came  in  to  existence,  the 
people  were  totally  unprepared  for  the  republican  form  of 
government;  hence  the  civil  wars  which  afflicted  this  fair 
land  for  nigh  half  a century  and  impeded  its  progress  up  to  the 
year  1862,  when  the  country  was  put  on  a proper  footing 
after  the  Victory  of  Pavon. 

No  nation  suffered  more  than  Argentina  from  cruel, 
ignorant  « caudillos  » and  when  one  reads  the  history  of 
the  year  1820,  he  cannot  wonder  at  some  of  our  present 
delects. 

Some  writers  compare  us,  much  to  our  disadvantage 
with  older  nations,  but  any  enlightened  man  who  knows 
our  history  and  takes  the  trouble  to  enquire  into  the  causes 
of  our  backwardness  in  many  respects,  will  confess  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  we  have  done  much,  if  not  all 
that  could  be  expected  from  us. 

Read  the  story  of  the  tryrant’s  reign,  so  well  told  by 
Sarmiento,  Lopez,  Estrada,  Mantilla,  and  others,  and  then 
say  whether  the  Argentine  people  of  to  day  owe  anything 
good  to  the  regime  of  old  Spain. 

Men  such  as  Quiroga,  Aldao  and  Rosas,  were  engender- 
ed by  the  Colonial  System  and  the  evil  effects  of  that 
system  are  only  now  slowly  disappearing  from  our  political 
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and  social  life.  Long  before  Bunker  Hill  the  North  Ame- 
ricans were  prepared  for  self-government  and  20  years  before 
Horace  Mann  was  born  their  primary  education  was  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition  than  in  the  greater  part  of  the 
European  countries. 

Whilst  Argentina’s  two  old  Spanish  Universities  were 
busy  fabricating  lawyers  and  theologians,  the  North  Ame- 
ricans were  building  up  their  Common  School  and  indus- 
trial systems  of  education,  which  are  to  day  justly  considered 
as  the  palladium  of  their  freedom. 

Not  until  after  our  independence  from  the  mother-coun- 
try do  we  find  any  attempt  made  by  our  rulers  to  improve 
the  intellectual  condition  of  the  population.  The  following 
words  of  an  Argentine  Statesman  during  the  revolutionary 
period,  gives  us  an  idea  of  what  was  then  thought  about 
the  importance  of  education  « We  cannot  wonder  that  every 
« State  whether  its  form  ol  government  is  republican  or 
« monarchical,  leaving  the  conscience  of  men  free,  flinging 
« the  shield  of  protection  over  the  religion  of  the  citizen, 
« should  with  zealous  eare  watch  over  the  education  of  the 
« rising  generations  — that  men  may  become  familiar  with 
« the  genius  and  peculiar  features  of  their  own  government, 
« form  an  acquaintance  with  the  laws  and  institutions  of 
« the  country  in  which  they  live  and  act  a part,  and  that 
« they  may  imbibe  a spirit  of  enlightened  patriotism  securing 
« them  alike  from  the  encroachment  of  the  tyrant,  on  the 
« one  hand,  and  the  selfish  designs  of  the  demagogue  on 
« the  other.  » Rivadavia  did  all  he  could  for  the  cause  of 
education.  The  great  Statesman  believed  that  in  a republi- 
can government  the  whole  force  of  education  is  required  ; 
but  he  was  in  advance  of  his  time,  lie  fell  and  his  great 
plans  fell  with  him.  Then  commenced  the  epoch  of  anarchy, 
in  which  civil  strife  of  the  crudest  kind,  desolated  the 
Republic;  well-nigh  exhausted  its  resources  and  reduced  the 
people  to  a state  of  barbarity  rarely  witnessed  in  modern 
times.  Throughout  this  long  and  gloomy  period  nobody 
thought  about  national  education  for  who  could  give  atten- 
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tion  to  such  a matter,  when  nobody  had  security  for  pro- 
perty or  life. 

During  Mitre’s  presidency  a system  of  Secondary  educa- 
tion was  organized,  and  the'  National  College  of  Buenos 
Aires  under  the  competent  management  of  Mr.  Jacques, 
was  established  in  i 8 6 3 . — Here  commenced  a new  edu- 
cational epoch,  and  in  Mitre’s  College  curriculum  the 
French  Lvcee  plan  was  adopted.  About  the  same  time  colle- 
ges of  the  same  class  were  established  in  Catamarca.  Salta, 
Mendoza,  and  other  provinces. 

The  great  Argentine  historian  could  do  no  more,  as  the 
reorganization  of  the  Republic,  and  the  Paraguayan  war 
left  him  little  time  for  anything  else. 

In  Sarmiento’s  administration  education'  received  an  in- 
mense  impulse,  the  Schoolmaster  president  rightly  believed 
that  the  most  important  object  of  popular  action  under  a 
free  government  is  to  make  the  principle  of  intelligence 
general  in  the  masses,  and  to  elevate  it  as  knowledge  in- 
creases; he  was  convinced  that  it  is  the  duty  and  the 
highest  interest  of  the  people  to  provide  and  to  mantain 
within  the  reach  of  every  child,  the  means  of  such  an 
education  as  will  qualify  him  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a 
citizen.  He  had  seen  what  free  education  had  done  for 
the  United  States,  and  he  established  the  common  school 
system  throughout  the  Republic. 

Congress  voted  100,000  gold  dollars  for  the  diffusion 
ot  primary  instruction  in  the  provinces,  and  National  Colle- 
ges were  established  in  Jujuy,  San  Luis,  Santiago  del  Estero. 
and  Corrientes.  No  South  american  statesman  ever  did 
more  than  Sarmiento  for  the  encouragement  of  education. 
There  were  certainly  some  defects  in  his  system  : he  belie- 
ved too  much  in  book-learning  and  neglected  the  industrial 
teaching  of  the  people. 
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INSPECTION 


OF 

Secondary  and  Normal  Education 


To  his  Ex.  the  Minister  of  Public  Education,  Doctor  Calixto 
de  la  Torre . 


In  accordance  with  your  Excellency’s  orders,  1 have  the 
honour  to  submit  a report  upon  the  State  ot  our  Secon- 
dary and  Normal  Education,  for  the  Chicago  Exhibition. 

As  your  Ex.  will  see  the  report  is  a concise,  truthful 
Statement  of  facts,  without  any  attempt  at  exaggeration. 

I have  endeavoured  to  let  the  foreign  public  know  what 
we  are  doing  to  promote  the  educational  interests  of  our 
people,  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  as 
to  the  importance  we  attach  to  a question  of  such  mag- 
nitude. 

In  order  to  perpetuate  the  democratic  form  of  govern- 
ment. which  we  have  adopted,  we  have  still  much  to  do 
tor  the  cause  of  education,  but  whatever  our  defects  may 
be  in  this  sense,  nobody  can  accuse  us  of  a lack  of  good- 
will  or  perseverance. 
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Frusting  that  your  Ex.  will  have  this  report  forwarded 
to  the  Argentine  Commission,  I have  the  honour  to  be 
Y.  Ex’s  obedient  servant. 

James  H.  Fitz- Simon. 

Buenos  Aires,  January  i5  i8g3. 


DEPARTMENT 

OF 

Public  Instruction 


Buenos  Aires,  February,  i5  1893. 


Let  this  Report  be  printed  under  the  immediate  direction 
ot  the  Inspection  ol  National  Colleges  and  Normal  Schools, 
and  let  it  be  forwarded  to  the  Argentine  Commission. 


Calixto  S.  de  la  Torre. 


Retrospect 


When  the  Argentine  nation  came  in  to  existence,  the 
people  were  totally  unprepared  for  the  republican  form  of 
government;  hence  the  civil  wars  which  afflicted  this  fair 
land  for  nigh  half  a century  and  impeded  its  progress  up  to  the 
year  1862,  when  the  country  was  put  on  a proper  footing 
after  the  Victory  of  Pavon. 

No  nation  suffered  more  than  Argentina  from  cruel, 
ignorant  « caudillos  » and  when  one  reads  the  history  of 
the  year  1820,  he  cannot  wonder  at  some  of  our  present 
defects. 

Some  writers  compare  us,  much  to  our  disadvantage 
with  older  nations,  but  any  enlightened  man  who  knows 
our  history  and  takes  the  trouble  to  enquire  into  the  causes 
of  our  backwardness  in  many  respects,  will  confess  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  we  have  done  much,  if  not  all 
that  could  be  expected  from  us. 

Read  the  story  of  the  tryrant's  reign,  so  well  told  by 
Sarmiento,  Lopez,  Estrada,  Mantilla,  and  others,  and  then 
say  whether  the  Argentine  people  of  to  day  owe  anything 
good  to  the  regime  of  old  Spain. 

Men  such  as  Quiroga,  Aldao  and  Rosas,  were  engender- 
ed by  the  Colonial  System  and  the  evil  effects  of  that 
system  are  only  now  slowly  disappearing  from  our  political 
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and  social  life.  Long  before  Bunker  Hill  the  North  Ame- 
ricans were  prepared  for  self-government  and  20  years  before 
Horace  Mann  was  born  their  primary  education  was  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition  than  in  the  greater  part  of  the 
European  countries. 

Whilst  Argentina’s  two  old  Spanish  Universities  were 
busy  fabricating  lawyers  and  theologians,  the  North  Ame- 
ricans were  building  up  their  Common  School  and  indus- 
trial systems  of  education,  which  are  to  day  justly  considered 
as  the  palladium  of  their  freedom. 

Not  until  after  our  independence  from  the  mother-coun- 
try do  we  find  any  attempt  made  by  our  rulers  to  improve 
the  intellectual  condition  of  the  population.  The  following 
words  of  an  Argentine  Statesman  during  the  revolutionary 
period,  gives  us  an  idea  of  what  was  then  thought  about 
the  importance  of  education  « We  cannot  wonder  that  every 
« State  whether  its  form  of  government  is  republican  or 
« monarchical,  leaving  the  conscience  of  men  free,  flinging 
v<  the  shield  of  protection  over  the  religion  of  the  citizen, 
« should  with  zealous  eare  watch  over  the  education  of  the 
« rising  generations  — that  men  may  become  familiar  with 
« the  genius  and  peculiar  features  of  their  own  government, 
« form  an  acquaintance  with  the  laws  and  institutions  of 
« the  country  in  which  they  live  and  act  a part,  and  that 
« they  may  imbibe  a spirit  of  enlightened  patriotism  securing 
« them  alike  from  the  encroachment  of  the  tyrant,  on  the 
« one  hand,  and  the  selfish  designs  of  the  demagogue  on 
« the  other.  » 'Rivadavia  did  all  he  could  for  the  cause  of 
education.  The  great  Statesman  believed  that  in  a republi- 
can government  the  whole  force  of  education  is  required  ; 
but  he  was  in  advance  of  his  time.  He  fell  and  his  great 
plans  fell  with  him.  Then  commenced  the  epoch  of  anarchy, 
in  which  civil  strife  of  the  crudest  kind,  desolated  the 
Republic;  well-nigh  exhausted  its  resources  and  reduced  the 
people  to  a state  of  barbarity  rarely  witnessed  in  modern 
times.  Throughout  this  long  and  gloomy  period  nobody 
thought  about  national  education  for  who  could  give  atten- 


tion  to  such  a matter,  when  nobody  had  security  for  pro- 
perty or  life. 

During  Mitre’s  presidency  a system  of  Secondary  educa- 
tion was  organized,  and  the  -National  College  of  Buenos 
Aires  under  the  competent  management  of  Mr.  Jacques, 
was  established  in  i 8 6 3.  — Here  commenced  a new  edu- 
cational epoch,  and  in  Mitre's  College  curriculum  the 
French  Lvcee  plan  was  adopted.  About  the  same  time  colle- 
ges of  the  same  class  were  established  in  Catamarca,  Salta. 
Mendoza,  and  other  provinces. 

The  great  Argentine  historian  could  do  no  more,  as  the 
reorganization  of  the  Republic,  and  the  Paraguayan  war 
left  him  little  time  for  anything  else. 

In  Sarmiento’s  administration  education  received  an  in- 
mense  impulse,  the  Schoolmaster  president  rightly  believed 
that  the  most  important  object  of  popular  action  under  a 
free  government  is  to  make  the  principle  of  intelligence 
general  in  the  masses,  and  to  elevate  it  as  knowledge  in- 
creases; he  was  convinced  that  it  is  the  duty  and  the 
highest  interest  of  the  people  to  provide  and  to  mantain 
within  the  reach  of  every  child,  the  means  of  such  an 
education  as  will  qualify  him  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a 
citizen.  He  had  seen  what  free  education  had  done  for 
the  United  States,  and  he  established  the  common  school 
system  throughout  the  Republic. 

Congress  voted  100,000  gold  dollars  for  the  diffusion 
of  primary  instruction  in  the  provinces,  and  National  Colle- 
ges were  established  in  Jujuy,  San  Luis,  Santiago  del  Estero. 
and  Corrientes.  No  South  american  statesman  ever  did 
more  than  Sarmiento  for  the  encouragement  of  education. 
There  were  certainly  some  defects  in  his  system  ; he  belie- 
ved too  much  in  book-learning  and  neglected  the  industrial 
teaching  of  the  people. 


FIRST  PART 


I 

S T U D Y P L A N 


The  course  of  study  for  the  National  Colleges  prescribed 
by  Ministerial  Decree  of  1891,  covers  five  years  and  com- 
prises the  following  branches. 

I rst  YEAR 

Spanish:  Orthography  to  a reasonable  degree  of  correction, 
Etymology  — Expressive  reading  with  explanation  of  text  — 
Frequent  exercises  in  composition. 

Practical  Arithmetic:  Whole  numbers,  fractions,  powers 
and  roots,  proportion. 

Geography:  General  description  of  the  five  continents  — 
hydrography  and  orography  of  the  globe  — Special  study 
of  Argentine  geography. 

History:  Of  the  Republic  from  the  discovery  down  to 
the  present  time. 

French  : Grammatical  analysis  — Pronunciation  — Trans- 
lation of  easy  prose  authors. 
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2nd  YEAR 

Spanish : Syntax  — Frequent  exercises  of  reading  and 
composition . 

Theoretical  Arithmetic : Whole  numbers,  Vulgar  and  deci- 
mal fractions,  Metrical  system.  Powers  and  roots.  Ratio  and 
proportion . 

Latin  : Grammar  — Declensions  and  conjugations  — 
Translation,  « Epitome  II istoriae  Grecae». 

History:  (ancient)  Egypt  — Chaldeans  and  Assyrians  — 
Greece  — Rome. 

Geography : Asia  — Africa  — Oceanica. 

French  : Grammar  — Conversation  — - Translation  of 
« Lectures  expliques  par  Delon  » — « Morceaux  choisis  par 
Pellisier  » . 

3 r J YE  A R 

Spanish:  Grammar  — Composition  Reading,  and  Elocu- 
tion — Elementary  notions  of  etymology. 

Latin  : Review  of  the  first  course  — Syntax  — Composi- 
tion— Translation — - Conelius  Nepos  — Caesar:  « De  Bello 
Gallico  » (Lib.  I)  — Quintus  Curtius — « Alexandri  magni» 
(Lib.  III). 

History:  Europe:  Middle  age  and  modern  up  to  the, 
French  revolution. 

Geography:  Europe  — Physical  and  political. 

Algebra:  Fundamental  rules  — Fractions,  simple  and 
quadratic  equations  — Involutions  — Evolution  — Surds  — 
Progressions  — Logarithms. 

Plane  Geometry:  The  first  six  books  of  Euclid  — more 
or  less  — Each  demonstration  is  illustrated  by  practical 
examples,  which  serve  to  connect  daily  experience  with 
scientific  results. 

French  : Review  of  Grammar  — Reading  — Elocution 
and  composition  — Translation  of  classical  authors  — 


« Textes  classiques  des  XVII,  X 'VIII  et  XIX  Siec/es  » Teachers 
and  Pupils  are  supposed  to  speak  French  in  class. 

English:  Grammar,  composition  — Translation,  « Moral 
tales  » by  Miss  Edgeworth  — « Sandford  and  Merton  » &c. 
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4th  Y E A R 


Spanish : Elements  of  rhetoric  : the  forms  of  literary 
productipns  — figurative  language  and  the  laws  of  its  use. 
Prose  : analysis  of  extracts  from  Spanish  and  Argentine 
authors  — L\  ric  poetry  — Epic  — Dramatic. 

Xotions  of  Etymology : Formation  of  the  neo-latin  lan- 

On  q ope 

Latin:  Composition  — Translation:  extracts  from  Livy, 
Sallust  and  Cicero. 

History:  America  — The  Aztecs  — The  Incas  — Colum- 
bus— Cortes  — Almagro  — Pizarro  — The  French  and  English 
in  North  America  — Colonial  Government  in  South  Ame- 
rica — Wars  of  the  Independance  — Physical  and  political 
geography  of  the  American  continent. 

Solid  Geometry:  The  plane  and  the  right  line  — Die- 
dral,  triedral  and  polyhedral  angles  — prism,  parallelopipe- 
don  — Pyramid  — Cylinder  Cone-Sphere  — Measurement 
of  solids  Principal  properties  of  the  ellipse  — hvperbola 
and  parabcla. 

Physics:  Mechanical  forces  — Gravitation,  Hydrostatics  — 
Pneumatics  — Heat.  Static  Electricitv. 

Natural  History  : Zoclogv  — Elements  of  animal  anatomy 
and  physiology  — Principal  divisions  of  the  animal  kingdom. 

Philosophy:  Psycology  — Analysis  of  the  mental  powers, 
the  particular  function  of  each  one,  the  order  of  their  deve- 
lopment Relation  of  the  mind  to  the  body. 

English:  Reading  and  Elocution  — Composition:  Extracts 
from  Robinson  Crusoe  — « The  life  of  Colombus  » (W. 
Irving)  « The  History  of  England  » (Macaulay). 


5th  YEAR 


Spanish:  Historical  view  of  the  Spanish  language ; The 
Cid.  Brief  view  of  the  old  literature  during  the  14th,  1 5th 
and  16th  centuries,  with  special  attention  to  the  works  of 
Berceo,  Yillena,  Manrique,  Boscan,  Fray  Luis  de  Leon  and 
Lope  de  Vega.  Calderon  : one  or  two  of  his  plays  read  and 
analyzed  in  regard  to  sentiment,  unity  of  thought  and 
expression.  Cervantes:  life  and  works:  their  effect  upon  sub- 
sequent thought.  The  great  writers  of  the  1 9th  century  — Ame- 
rican Literature:  Sketch  of  the  literary  movement  in  Spanish 
American  Countries  — Historians,  Orators  and  Poets  of  the 
Argentine  Republic. 

Latin:  Review  of  Syntax  — Elements  of  Prosody-Trans- 
lation and  analysis  of  Lib.  XXII  of  Livy;  Aeneid  of  Vir- 
gil Lib.  I.  II  & VI.  « Cicero  » De  Senectute  and  « De  Ami- 
citia.  Horace  »,  De  Arte  poetica. 

Civil  Government:  Nature  of  government  in  general.  Analysis 
of  the  Argentine  Constitution,  Organization  of  our  govern- 
ment: its  threefold  nature,  Function  of  Municipal  and  Pro- 
vincial government.  Our  Constitution  compared  with  that 
of  the  United  States. 

Physics:  Magnetism  and  dynamie  electricity.  Light:  solar 
spectrum  and  spectral  analysis,  lenses,  mirrors,  the  eye  — 
Acoustics. 

Cosmography : The  Celestial  Sphere  — Principal  constel- 
lations— Right  ascension,  declination  and  parallax  — Spheric 
form  of  the  Earth  — Determination  of  latitude  and  longi- 
tude — The  Sun,  position,  size  and  motion  — The  planets 
and  their  satellites  — System  of  Coppernicus.  Nebulae  — 
Nebulous  hypothesis  of  the  growth  of  the  world. 

History  : French  Revolution  — The  Empire  — Science 
and  literature  in  France,  Germany  and  England  — Europe 
after  i83o,  and  1848  — Unification  of  Italy  — Of  Germany 
— Contemporary  intellectual  movement. 

Argentine  History  : State  of  Spain  at  the  time  of  the 


Conquest  — Its  old  political  institutions  — Artigentina  in  its 
primitive  State-Government  of  the  country  during  the  period 
of  the  conquest  — The  guarani  Republic.  Colonial  Govern- 
ment — The  Vice-royalty  — The  Republic — Era  of  Anarchy 
— Tyranny  of  Rosas  — Definite  organization  of  the  Republic. 

Chemistry:  Inorganic — The  atomic  theory  New  Che- 
mical nomenclature. — Reactions  and  Combinations  — Chemi- 
cal affinities  — Hydrogen  — Preparation  and  properties  — 
Oxygen  — Water  — Sulphur  — Phosphorus,  &c.  &c. 

Organic  Chemistry : Growth,  fermentation,  products,  decay. 
Preservation  of  timber  and  meat  — Tanning. 

Natural  History : Vegetable  anatomy  and  physiology  — 
Morphology  — Functions  of  nutrition,  Growth.  Fecundation, 
Germination.  Classification  of  the  Vegetable  Kingdom  — 

o o 

Comparison  of  the  vital  processes  of  animal  and  vegetable 
life. 

Geology:  Constitution  of  our  Globe  — the  principal  rocks 
reviewed  and  classified  — Vegetable  and  animal  fossils  — 
Classification  of  the  materials  composing  the  earth's  crust 
into  periods  systems  and  groups — Prehistoric  man.  Mineral 
waters,  thermal  springs;  artesian  wells  — Geological  Map 
of  the  Argentine  Republic. 

Mineralogy:  Summary  of  the  principal  groups  of  Mineral 
Substances. 

Philosophy : Logic,  reasoning  inductive  and  deductive  — 
Mental  processes  involved  in  each  — The  laws  of  reasoning 
developed  and  applied  to  investigations  in  the  physical 
natural  and  moral  sciences. 

Ethics:  Bases  of  moral  action.  Duties  and  rights.  Specu- 
lative. empirical,  practical,  social  and  civic  morals. 

English:  Reading,  elocution  and  composition.  Translation  : 
extracts  from  Shakespeare,  (Julius  Caesar,  Othello,  Hamlet.) 
Byron  (Childe  Harold),  Iennvson  (Enoch  Arden)  Macau- 
lay's Essays. 


Resides  the  abore  mentioned  subjects,  gymnastics  and 
military  drill  are  obligatory  for  all  pupils.  In  the  Colleges 


*4 


ot  Corrientes  and  Uruguay,  open  air  games  have  been  esta- 
blished in  piace  of  systematic  gymnastics. 

According  to  reports  received  from  the  Rectors  of  these 
two  Institutes,  the  boys  take  great  interest  in  Cricket,  Foot- 
ball, base-ball,  running,  jumping  and  rowing.  — The  supe- 
riority of  out  door  exercise  over  the  so  called  gymnastics 
is  unquestionable. 

On  the  24th  of  May  last,  the  Eleven  of  the  Corrientes 
College  played  a football  match  against  an  English  Team, 
and  beat  them  by  two  goals. 

J o 


Since  the  year  1 8 6 3 our  study-plan  has  suffered  eight 
modifications  and  we  must  confess  that  the  last  change 
was  made  at  the  expense  01  the  Scientific  subjects.  Most 
of  the  Rectors  and  Professors  complain  of  the  great  impor- 
tance given  to  Latin  in  the  curriculum.  They  say,  and 
justhy  so,  that  Latin  might  be  suppressed  altogether,  without 
any  loss.  On  this  point  we  fully  agree  with  Macaulay. 

For  a young  man  who  has  time  at  his  disposal,  after  going 
through  a course  of  the  principal  modern  languages,  science 
and  history,  the  study  of  the  dead  languages  is  desirable, 
but  for  the  generality  of  our  students  this  acquirement  is 
useless.  In  our  curriculum,  Latin  is  compulsory  from  the 
2nd  year  qie  5th  jncjusive]y  The  reason  for  maintaining 
its  study,  according  to  the  authors  of  our  present  plan,  is 
connected  with  the  socialogical  conditions  of  the  country, 
« the  current  of  emmigration,  say  they,  is  so  strong  that 
« it  may  absorb  our  ethnical  elements,  which  are  already  under 
« going  a change  visible  in  our  language,  our  practical  ins- 
« titutions,  our  tastes  and  our  traditional  ideas  ». 

We  cannot  see  how  the  study  of  Latin  is  going  to 
prevent  the  process  of  absortion  alluded  to,  supposing  that 
process  to  have  already  begun. 

The  Inspection  has  advised  the  Minister  of  Public  Ins- 
truction to  reduce  the  study  of  Latin  to  half  the  amount 
tanght  at  present,  with  the  object  of  giving  the  Pupils  more 


time  for  the  Study  of  English,  Chemistry,  Physics,  and 
Natural  History.  It  is  probable  that  in  the  next  course  this 
reform  will  be  carried  out,  as  well  as  the  addition  of 
Trigonometry  and  Book-keeping  to  the  Study-plan  at  the 
expense  of  part  of  the  Philosophy  programme,  to  which 
we  now  attach  too  much  importance. 

In  our  National  Establishments  of  Education,  no  system 
of  religion  is  tanght.  An  important  place  is  assigned  in 
the  curriculum  to  instruction  in  morality;  lessons  are  given 
calculated  to  make  the  youth  of  our  land,  honest  and  up- 
right as  well  as  active  members  of  the  body  politic. 

Whether  special  religious  instruction  should  be  given  in 
our  Schools  and  Colleges  was,  for  some  time,  a vexed  ques- 
tion, but  Congress  decided  that  such  instruction  should  be 
left  to  parents  and  Ministers  of  the  Gospel. 


Matriculation 

There  is  one  examination  for  matriculation  in  each  year, 
commencing  on  the  i 5th  of  Februray,  and  no  candidate  is 
admitted  to  this  unless  he  produces  a certificate  showing  that 
he  has  completed  his  i 2th  year. 

Candidates  undergo  two  examinations  (written  and  oral) 
in  Reading,  writing  composition,  arithmetic  (whole  num- 
bers, vulgar  and  decimal  fractions)  Grammar  (the  parts  of 
speech),  general  geography  of  the  globe,  and  the  special 
geography  of  the  Republic. 


Students 

There  are  three  classes  of  students:  official,  free  and 
pupils  of  incorporated  Colleges . The  official  students  are 
obliged  to  attend  punctually,  to  be  well  conducted,  to  obey 
the  orders  of  their  superiors  and  the  regulations  of  the 
Establishment.  Eree  students  are  not  required  to  study  in 
the  College,  but  are  obliged  to  give  examination  at  the  end 


of  each  School  term.  Students  of  incorporated  establishments 
are  allowed  to  present  themselves  for  the  yearly  examinations 
held  in  the  Colleges,  and  otherwise  enjoy  all  the  privileges 
of  the  official  pupils. 


Examinations 

Experience  has  shown  us  that  the  yearly  oral  examina- 
tions lead  to  great  abuses ; these  tests  of  proficiency,  gene- 
rally speaking,  only  encourage  « cram  » and  do  not  pro- 
mote geniune  study.  Lessons  are  studied  with  reference  to 
examination,  and  in  his  hurried  preparation  towards  the 
end  of  the  course,  the  pupil  endeavours  to  store  up  an 
amount  ol  knowledge  which  his  mind  is  not  capable  of 
digesting. 

When  the  pupil  feels  that  his  daily  work  in  the  class- 
room is  taken  in  to  account  by  his  teachers,  he  is  sure 
to  take  a proper  interest  in  the  subject  he  studies,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  course  to  the  end  of  the  term.  The 
geniune  oral  examination  is,  then,  the  pupils,  class  recitation 
and  if  written  examinations  are  held  periodically  during  the 
course,  the  « once-a-year  » system  is  altogether  unnecessary. 
Acting  on  the  advice  of  the  Inspection,  in  march  last  the 
Ministry  established  a system  of  two-monthly  written  exami- 
nations in  seven  of  the  colleges,  these  examinations  were 
carried  out  as  they  usually  are  in  the  United  States  and 
in  England  and  have  given  such  excellent  results,  that 
probably  they  will  be  definitely  established  in  all  the  National 
Colleges,  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  school  course. 

Management  and  Teaching  Staff 

The  Rectors  of  the  National  Colleges  are  appointed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Public  Instruction,  and  hold  their  posts 
aslong  as  they  comply  with  their  duties.  The  Rector  is  bound 
to  superintend  the  teaching,  and  is  authorized  to  suspend 
any  Professor  who  fails  to  fulfil  his  duty  to  his  satisfaction. 


He  is  assisted  by  a Vice-Rector  who  has  immediate  charge 
of  the  discipline.  Each  College  has  also  a Secretary,  Trea- 
surer, Librarian,  and  Clerk,  as  well  as  the  required  num- 
ber of  « Celadores  » or  Monitors.  As  there  is  no  Faculty 
in  the  Republic  which  gives  a training  to  teachers  of  secon- 
dary Education,  in  the  National  Colleges  the  Professors  are 
such  persons  as  by  their  position  and  education  are  suppo- 
sed competent  to  fulfil  the  task.  In  the  teaching  staff  there 
is  a large  number  of  Lawyers,  Medical  men  and  Engineers, 
some  of  whom  belong  to  this  country,  and  others  with 
diplomas  from  foreign  Univerisities. 

Some  of  the  Professors  occupy  two  or  three  chairs,  and 
the  monthly  salary  for  each  ranges  from  $ ioo  to  $ 120 
(dollars).  A professor  holds  his  post  « quamdiu  se  hene 
gesserit.  » 

O 


Incorporated  Colleges 


According  to  law,  private  colleges  may  be  incorporated 
with  the  National  Establishments  provided  their  Directors 
can  prove  the  following  : 

Ist  That  they  have  a competent  Staff  of  Teachers. 

2 11.1  That  they  have  sufficient  suitable  apparatus  for  the 
teaching  of  Science. 

3 1.1  That  they  follow  the  study-plan  and  programmes  of 
the  National  Colleges. 

4Th  That  their  School  houses  are  well  built,  well  ventila- 
ted and  in  proper  sanitary  conditions.  Once  incor- 
porated, a private  College  is  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Inspector  General. 
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NATIONAL  COLLEGES 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  1892 


LOCALITY 

j St 

YEAR 

2 ud 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

FREE 

PUPILS 

TOTAL 

Capital 

255 

304 

I 2 I 

147 

135 

_ 

982 

La  Plata 

46 

2 2 

0 *7 
- / 

18 

l6 

— 

I 29 

Rosario 

63 

42 

32 

24 

* / 

— 

178 

Uruguay 

59 

46 

24 

26 

18 

— 

173 

Parana 

24 

32 

24 

24 

I I 

— 

1 1 5 

C6rdoba 

45 

32 

14 

16 

IO 

— 

1 17 

Corrientes 

46 

33 

31 

23 

14 

124 

271 

Rioja 

I I 

'4 

IO 

6 

4 

— 

45 

Tucuman 

23 

2 1 

15 

7 

8 

— 

74 

San  Juan  

35 

26 

IO 

8 

8 

27 

”4 

Santiago 

16 

I 2 

1 1 

5 

9 

— 

53 

Catamarca 

25 

15 

IO 

7 

8 

— 

6 5 

Mendoza 

46 

29 

21 

16 

l6 

— 

1 28 

Salta 

2 2 

l6 

17 

5 

5 

— 

65 

Jujuy 

10 

5 

— 

8 

— 

23 

San  Luis 

26 

23 

7 

9 

7 

— 

72 

Total 

752 

672 

374 

349 

306 

151 

2604 

— i9  — 


Table  showing  the  cost  of  each  College,  per  month 
and  per  annum 


LOCALITY 

TEACHING 

STAFF 

MONTHLY  COST 

DIRECTION 

MONTHLY  COST 

MONTH LY 

TOTAL 

YEARLY 

TOTAL 

Capital 

81 

$ 

9720 

42 

$ 

3100 

$ 

12820 

s 

153840 

La  Plata 

24 

2720 

18 

1020 

3740 

44840 

Cordoba 

18 

2000 

18 

1030 

3030 

37560 

Rosario 

20 

2360 

18 

I I IO 

3470 

44720 

Parana 

17 

1900 

18 

10/0 

2970 

36740 

Uruguay 

19 

224O 

18 

1070 

33io 

4O92O 

Corrientes 

18 

242O 

18 

1070 

3590 

43080 

San  Juan  

16 

1770 

18 

830 

2700 

32400 

Mendoza 

l6 

1820 

14 

830 

2750 

33000 

Salta 

16 

1820 

14 

830 

2750 

33000 

Tucuman 

l6 

1870 

14 

830 

2800 

33600 

San  Luis 

l6 

1820 

14 

830 

2750 

33000 

Catamarca 

16 

1820 

14 

830 

2750 

33000 

Santiago 

1 5 

1820 

14 

830 

2750 

33000 

Rioja 

I I 

1340 

9 

780 

2220 

26640 

Juj«y 

I I 

1340 

9 

780 

2220 

26640 

Total 

330 

38780 

270 

16840 

56620 

685980 

Average  cost  of  each  pupil  per  month 


LOCALITY 


AVERAGE 


Capital . . . 
La  Plata  . 
Rosario  . . 
Uruguay.  . 
Parana  . . . 
Cordoba . . 
Corrientes, 
Rioja  . . . . 
Tucuman  . 
San  Juan  . 
Santiago.  . 
Catamarca 
Mendoza. . 

Salta 

Jujuy 

San  Luis  . 


9 . 09  $ 
17.31  » 

18.65  » 
17.70  » 
25.82 

1 6 • 5 5 » 

12.26  » 

38.27  ,, 

1 9 • 04  }> 

21.42  » 

41.66  >] 

36.66  » 
20.37  >. 
27.22  » 

1 1 1 .00  » 
29.56  » 


Incorporated  Colleges 


N A M E 

YEf\R  OF 

FOUNDATION 

NUMBER 

OF 

PUPILS 

LOCALITY 

Instituto  Politecnico 

1 889 

O 

CO 

n 

Capital 

C'olegio  del  Salvador 

1868 

500 

)) 

Colegio  Lacordaire 

1880 

200 

>) 

Colegio  Parodi 

1856 

63 

» 

Academia  Britanica . 

1867 

270 

)) 

Institute  San  Miguel 

1885 

94 

')! 

Colegio  San  Jose 

1858 

375 

» 

Ateneo  Sarmiento 

1870 

61 

)> 

Colegio  del  Carmen 

1890 

95 

. )) 

Colegio  Universitario 

1886 

56 

)) 

Institute  Santa  Catalina 

1890 

3 7 

» 

Institute  Mercantil 

1875 

100 

)> 

Colegio  Union  National 

1890 

28 

)) 

Colegio  Negrotto 

1879 

i4i 

» 

Colegio  Literario 

1881 

80 

» 

Colegio  Lascano 

1889 

80 

La  Plata  (Prov.  de  B.  A. ) 

Institute  National  del  Caballito. 

1890 

335 

Capital 

Libraries 


Since  the  foundation  of  our  Secondary  colleges,  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Public  Instruction  has  steadfastly  recognized  the 
importance  of  Libraries  as  instrumentalities  of  culture  and 
instruction . 


Libraries  of  the  National  Colleges 
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The  College  Libraries  are  open  to  the  public,  and  books 
are  lent  to  all  those  who  offer  sufficient  guarantee  to  the 
Rectors. 


Maps  and  Charts 

Of  apparatus  for  illustrating  the  work  in  Geography  and 
History,  each  College  has  probably  as  large  a collection 
as  any  institutions  of  the  kind  in  Europe  or  the  United 
States.  The  History  Departments  are  provided  with  full  sets 
of  classical  maps  and  illustrations  of  Grecian  and  Roman 
Archaeology.  Educated  foreigners  who  have  visited  our  Colle- 
ges declare  that,  as  far  as  Maps  and  Illustrations  are  con- 
cerned, these  Institutions  are  second  to  none.  As  new  Maps 
are  being  constantly  added,  the  colleges  will  be  able  in  a 
short  time  to  exhibit  the  successive  stages  in  political  geo- 
graphy, from  the  earliest  epochs  up  to  the  present  day. 


Scientific  Cabinets 

An  important  feature  of  the  Colleges  is  the  number  and 
variety  of  the  Laboratories,  Museums,  collections  of  appa- 
ratus and  objects  of  scientific  and  artistic  interest,  which 
they  possess  and  of  which  the  following  is  a list. 

I.  Geometrical  Instruments  and  Geometrical  Models. 

II.  Models  of  Machinery. 

III.  Specimens  relating  to  Zoology,  Botany,  Mineralogy, 
Geology,  Paleonthology  and  Entomology. 

IV.  Collections  of  plaster  casts. 

V.  Chemical  Laboratories. 

VI.  Cabinets  of  physical  apparatus. 

Besides  the  foregoing,  several  of  the  Colleges  have  Bota- 
nical Gardens,  with  Museums  for  the  general  and  botanical 
collections. 
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Supervision 

The  Secondary  and  Normal  Establishments  are  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  an  Inspector  General,  assisted  by 
two  Sub-Inspectors. 

According  to  Ministerial  Decree  of  January  last  the  (a) 
Inspector  Superintends  the  National  Colleges,  Normal  and 
Commercial  Schools  (b)  suspends,  or  proposes  the  dismissal 
of  such  Directors  or  Professors  as  do  not  comply  with  their 
duty  (c)  proposes  Candidates  to  the  Ministry  for  the  vacant 
posts  in  the  National  Establishments  (d)  receives  official 
communications  from  the  Directors  and  transmits  them  to 
the  Ministry  with  a report  concerning  their  contents.  The 
Inspector  or  his  assistant  is  obliged  (1)  to  visit  each  of  the 
Establishments  twice  a year  and  report  upon  their  state 
(2)  to  present  at  the  end  of  each  year  a detailed  report  upon 
the  state  of  all  the  Establishments  under  his  supervision, 
with  the  necessary  statistical  tables  (3)  this  report  must  em- 
body the  result  of  his  investigations  and  labors,  together 
with  a statement  of  such  facts  and  recommendations  as  will 
in  his  judgment  subserve  the  purpose  for  which  the  office 
is  established. 

From  the  foregoing,  the  importance  of  the  Inspection 
may  be  judged  and  as  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction 
rarely  adopts  any  measure  without  consulting  the  opinion 
of  this  Department,  the  Inspector  and  his  Assistants  are 
supposed  to  be  Professors  of  well-tried  capacity  and  of  un- 
tarnished reputation. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Department  has  Six  Officials  under 
his  orders. 


Manual  Training 

The  importance  of  manual  training  is  now  so  univer- 
sally recognized  that,  we  may  say,  no  system  of  education 
is  complete  without  it.  The  new  teaching,  if  it  can  be  called 
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new  at  all,  is  the  realization  of  every  great  educational  re- 
former's dream,  from  Bacon,  Comenius,  Locke  and  Rousseau, 
down  to  Pestalazzi  Froebel  and  Spencer. 

In  no  country  in  the  world  is  the  want  of  manual 
teaching  more  felt  than  in  ours  : our  young  men  generally 
look  down  upon  agricultural  and  industrial  pursuits.  But 
a great  change  is  at  hand,  and  the  new  education  is  be- 
ginning to  open  its  way  in  the  Republic.  Argentine  teachers 
now  believe  in  the  value  of  the  educational  motto.  — « the 
cultured  mind:  the  skilful  hand » — Some  of  our  leading 
educators  recognise  that  manual  instruction  should  form  a 
part  of  our  School  plans,  in  order  to  insure  integral  and 
harmonious  cultivation  of  the  boy’s  faculties  by  a progressive 
development  of  manual  dexterity  or  technical  skill. 

In  the  year  1889,  a free  course  of  manual  training  was 
introduced  into  the  National  College  of  Corrientes ; the 
Sloyd  system  was  adopted  and  the  workshop  was  put  under 
the  direction  of  a competent  Swedish  teacher  who  had  stu- 
died in  Mr.  Otto  Solomon's  Academy  at  Naas.  6 8 pupils 
were  enrolled,  and  shortly  after  this  number  was  increased 
by  40  pupils  from  the  Normal  School  and  5o  more  from 
one  of  the  Common  Schools  of  the  same  city. 

The  Slovd  course  established  in  Corrientes  gave  such 
excellent  results,  that  the  National  Government  introduced 
the  new  teaching  into  the  National  College  of  Uruguay  in 
the  beginning  of  last  year.  Acting  on  the  Inspector’s  advice, 
a course  of  instruction  in  wood-work  will  be  established 
in  the  Higher  Normal  School  of  this  City,  in  March  next. 

The  Governments  of  Santa  Fe  and  San  Juan  have  follow- 
ed the  good  example  set  by  Corrientes  and  in  these  pro- 
vinces the  sloyd  system  now  forms  part  of  the  study-plan 
in  several  Common  Schools. 

Thanks  to  the  active  propaganda  of  a few  men  of  enter- 
prise amongst  us,  manual  instruction  is  sure  to  make  great 
progress  in  the  Republic,  and  will  form  the  basis  for  a 
wide-spread  system  of  technical  education,  the  want  of 
which  is  greatly  felt. 
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NORMAL  SCHOOLS 


Sarmiento  was  an  admirer  of  the  North  American  system 
of  education,  and  when  he  returned  from  that  country  in 
1868  to  occupy  the  Presidency  of  the  Republic,  one  of  his 
first  measures,  was  the  foundation  of  the  Normal  School  of 
Parana. 

The  Schoolmaster-President  put  the  new  Normal  School 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  George  Stearns  a distinguished 
New  England  teacher,  and  Sarmiento’s  pet  school,  in 
a short  time,  acquired  a high  reputation  in  the  country 
In  this  way  the  North  American  study-plans  and  school 
methods  were  introduced,  and  owing  to  the  fostering  care 
of  our  Government  have  now  taken  root  in  the  land. 

The  Parana  Normal  School  continued  in  its  prosperous 
career  under  Steam’s  successor,  Don  Jose  M.  Torres,  ex- 
inspector of  National  Colleges  and  one  of  our  oldest,  and 
most  competent  educators.  Torres  is  a native  of  old  Spain, 
but  he  has  done  as  much  for  this  country  as  any  Argen- 
tine — his  great  teaching  vocation  and  his  sterling  moral 
qualities  have  made  his  name  a household  word  amongst 
all  who  take  an  interest  in  the  cause  of  Education.  All 
the  North  American  ladyteachers,  who  came  to  our  country 
during  the  administrations  of  Sarmiento,  Avellaneda,  and 
Roca,  were  sent  to  the  Parana  Normal  School,  where  thay 


2 6 

studied  the  language  of  the  country  under  competent  tea- 
chers, and  from  thence  went  forth  to  teach  in  the  Schools 
of  the  Republic. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  our  Normal 
Schools,  the  year  of  their  foundation,  and  the  number  of 
pupils  enrolled  in  the  year  1892. 


Male  Normal  Schools 


LOCALITY 

YEAR  OF 

FOUNDATION 

NUMBER  OF  PUPILS 

NORMAL  COURSE 

sch6ol  of 

APPLICATION 

Capital 

1874 

54 

290 

Santa-Fe 

1886 

1 7 

194 

Cordoba 

1885 

24 

249 

Corrientes 

1887 

18 

219 

Rioja 

1886 

I I 

207 

Tucuman 

1875 

19 

285 

San  Juan 

1886 

2 I 

232 

Santiago 

1887 

2 2 

313 

Catamarca 

1881 

2 I 

173 

Mendoza 

1870 

13 

281 

Salta 

1887 

I I 

267 

Jujuy 

1886 

!5 

152 

San  Luis 

1887 

2 I 

268 

Total 

267 

3130 

Female  Normal  Schools 


LOCALITY 

YEAR  OF 

NUMBER  OF  PUPILS 

FOUNDATION 

NORMAL  COURSE 

SCHOOL  OF 

APPLICATION 

Capital 

1874 

183 

- / 5 

Rosario 

1877 

36 

347 

Cordoba 

1884 

37 

218 

Corrientes 

1884 

32 

310 

Rioja 

1884 

2 1 

185 

Tucuman 

1887 

52 

298 

San  Juan 

1879 

25 

306 

Santiago 

1 88  r 

38 

402 

Catamarca 

1878 

30 

247 

Mendoza 

1878 

18 

212 

Salta 

1882 

16 

83 

Jujwy 

1884 

15 

123 

San  Luis 

1879 

43 

223 

Uruguay 

1873 

65 

610 

Total 

6l  I 

3837 

Mixed  Normal  Schools 


LOCALITY 

YEAR  OF 

NUMBER  OF  PUPILS 

FOUNDATION 

NORMAL  COURSE 

SCHOOL  OF 

APPLICATION 

Parana 

1871 

I 12 

545 

Mercedes 

1887 

23 

!33 

Azul 

1887 

16 

268 

Dolores 

1888 

29 

2 77 

Rio  IV 

1888 

2 1 

213 

San  Nicolas 

1888 

24 

323 

La  Plata 

1888 

25 

330 

TOTAL 

250 

2089 

28 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS 


Graduates  up  to  1891 


YEAR  OF 

FOUNDATION 

LOCALITY 

NUMBER  OF  GRADUATES 

PROFESSORS 

ELEMEN- 

TARY 

TEACHERS 

LOWER  GRA- 
DE TEACHERS 

1874 

Capital  f Professors ) 

103 

30 

30 

1875 

Tucuman  ( Maestros ) 

18 

1 1 3 

— 

1879 

Mendoza 

— 

45 

— 

1881 

Catamarca 

— 

62 

2 

1 88S 

Cordoba 

— 

26 

— 

1886 

Santa-Fe 

— 

27 

— 

1887 

San  Luis 

— 

3i 

20 

1887 

Santiago 

— 

15 

— 

1887 

j Corrientes 

— 

33 

— 

1886 

San  Juan  

— 

34 

— 

1886 

Rioja 

— 

l6 

2 

1887 

Salta 

— 

6 

5 

1886 

Rjuy 

— 

10 

— 

Total 

I 21 

448 

59 

FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS 

Graduates  up  to  the  year  1891 


NUMBER  OF  GRADUATES 

EAR  OF 

LOCALITY 

JNDATION 

PROFESSORS 

TARY 

OF  LOWER 

TEACHERS 

GRADES 

1874 

Capital  ( Profesoras ) 

202 

119 

41 

1887 

Tucuman 

— 

30 

— 

1878 

Mendoza 

— 

7 ? 

/ ^ 

— 

1878 

Catamarca 

— 

74 

— 

1884 

Cordoba 

— 

33 

— 

1877 

Rosario 

— 

53 

— 

1879 

San  Luis 

— 

34 

7 

1881 

Santiago 

— 

58 

— 

1884 

Corrientes 

— 

70 

— 

1873 

Uruguay 

— 

157 

I 

1879 

San  Juan  

— 

49 

— 

1884 

Rioja 

— 

20 

3 

1882 

Salta 

— 

25 

— 

1884 

Rw 

— 

21 

— 

Total 

202 

815 

52 
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MIXED  NORMAL  SCHOOLS 


Number  of  Graduates  up  to  1891 


YEAR  OF 

FOUNDATION 

LOCALITY 

GRADUATES 

MALES 

FEMALES 

1871 

Parana  (Profesores) 

19 

I I 

1887 

Mercedes 

2 

6 

1887 

Azul 

10 

IO 

1888 

La  Plata 

— 

8 

1888 

San  Nicolas 

1 

9 

1888 

Dolores 

7 

IO 

1888 

Rio  IV 

5 

3 

Totales 

44 

3 7 

Note  — In  the  Parana  Normal  School  258  Professors  graduated,  212  males  and  46 
females  — In  the  other  Establishments,  16  lower  grade  teachers;  5 males  and  11  females. 
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MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS 


The  Normal  Schools  are  of  two  classes  : primary  and 
higher  or  « Escuelas  Normales  de  Maestros  » and  Escuelas 
Normales  de  Professores.  The  courses  in  the  lower  grade 
Normals  are  3 years  in  duration,  those  of  the  higher,  5 
years. 


Study-plan  of  the  Primary  N6rmal  Schools. 


pr 

I YEAR 

2nd  YEAR 

3nd  YEAR 

Pedagogy. — Physical,  intellec- 
tual and  Moral  education. 

Pedagogy. — General  and  spe- 
cial Methodology. 

Pedagogy.  — School  organiza- 
tion. 

Spanish.  — Reading  — Orto- 
graphy  — Dictation. 

Spanish.  — Reading  Etymo- 
logy.— Analysis  and  com- 
position. 

Spanich.  — Reading  — Syntax 
— Analysis  and  composi- 
tion. 

History.  — Argentine  from 
1492  to  1808. 

History.  — Argentine  from 
1808  to  the  present  date. 

History.  — notions  of  general 
History. 

Geography. — General  descrip- 
tion of  the  Republic. 

Geography. — Of  the  Republic. 

Geography . — General  geogra- 
phy* 

Arithmetic.  — Whole  numbers 
Metrical  system,  fractions. 

Arithmetic. — Powers  and  roots 
Proportion. 

Geometry. — Plane  and  Solid. 

Natural  History.  — Zoology  — 
Anatomy  — Physiology  — 
Hygiene. 

Natural  History.  — Botany  — 
Mineralogy  — Geology  — 
Agriculture. 

Physics  and  Chemistry  (expe- 
rimental).— Civic  and  moral 
instruction. 

French. 

French. 

French. 

Calligraphy. — Linear  Drawing 
Music. 

Calligraphy. — Linear  Drawing 
Music. 

Calligraphy.  = Map  Drawing 
Music. 

Gymnastics. 

Gymnastics.  — And  Military 
Drill. 

Gymnastics.  — And  Military 
Drill. 

Pratice  of  Teaching. 

Practice  of  Teaching. 

Pratice  of  leaching  and  criti- 
cism. 

In  the 


girls  Normal  School  there  are  classes  of  domestic 
and  sewing,  in  place  of  military  drill. 


economy, 
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HIGHER  NORMAL  SCHOOLS 


STUDY  PLAN 

In  the  first  three  years,  the  Study  plan  of  the  lower  grade 

Schools  is  adopted. 


4th  YEAR 

5th  YEAR 

Pedagogy.  — School  legislation. 

History  of  Pedagogy. 

Spanish.  — Literature  and  Composition. 

History.  — Middle  age  and  Ancient. 

History. — Modern  and  contemporary,  espe- 
cially of  the  Republic. 

Geography . — General  geography  and  spe- 
cial id  of  the  Republic. 

Philosophy . — Civil  Government. 

Elements  of  algebra. 

Plain  Trigonometry  and  Cosmography. 

Zoology  — Anatomy  — Physiology  — 
Hygiene. 

Botany  • — Mineralogy  — and  Geology. 

Physics. 

Chemistry. 

Inglish. 

Inglish. 

Natural  Drawing-Music. 

Natural  Drawing-Music. 

Gymnastics. 

Gymnastics. 

Pratice  of  Teaching. 

Pratice  of  Teaching. 

In  the  Girls’  Schools  there  are  classes  of  domestic  eco- 
nomy and  sewing,  in  place  of  Military  drill. 


Conditions  of  admission 


The  applicants  for  admission  must  have  attained : boys 
the  1 6th  year,  girls  the  14th.  They  must  present  certifica- 
tes of  the  complete  common  school  course,  or  in  defect  of 
this  must  give  examination  in  Reading,  Writing,  Ortho- 
graphy, Geography,  Arithmetic,  and  elements  of  Spanish 
Grammar.  They  must  present  to  the  Principal  satisfactory 
evidence  of  good  moral  character,  of  good  bodily  health, 
and  of  special  adaptation  to  the  office  of  Teacher.  If  admi- 
tted they  must  declare  in  writing  their  intention  to  teach 
in  the  Common  Schools  for  at  least  two  years  Each  pupil- 
teacher  is  paid  2 5 dollars  per  month  by  the  Ministry  during 
the  time  he  continues  in  the  School. 


Examinations 

Monthly  written  examinations  of  the  classes  are  held  to 
determine  the  progress  and  standing  of  each  student.  The 
examinations  are  merely  a review  of  the  subjects,  studied 
during  the  month. 

The  final  examinations  are  held  during  the  first  week  of 
December  and  they  determine  the  standing  of  the  student  in 
respect  either  to  his  graduation  or  to  his  classification  du- 
ring the  succeeding  term.  The  final  examinations  are  public 
and  their  principal  object  is  to  keep  alive  public  interest  in 
respect  to  the  claims  of  education. 


Privileges  of  Students 

Students  completing  in  a satisfactory  manner  the  prescribed 
course  of  study  and  training,  receive  a Diploma  signed  by  the 
Minister  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  Director  of  the  School 
entitling  them  to  teach  in  the  State  Schools.  There  is  no 


charge  for  tuition.  Stationary  and  all  necessary  books  are 
supplied  gratis. 

The  books  belonging  to  the  Library  of  the  School  are 
lent  to  the  Students  under  proper  restrictions.  The  Students 
have  also  free  access  to  the  Physical  and  Chemical  Labo- 
ratories; they  have  also  at  their  disposal  a good  supply  of 
maps  and  charts.  Literary  associations  are  in  successful 
operation  in  all  the  Schools. 


Training 

As  the  object  of  the  Normal  School  is  to  prepare  tea- 
chers for  their  work  they  are  given  the  aid  of  skilful  pro- 
fessors in  acquiring  a careful  knowledge  of  the  branches  to 
be  taught,  and  the  best  methods  of  imparting  that  know- 
ledge to  others.  They  have  also  opportunities,  within  their 
own  classes  or  in  the  schools  of  application  to  practise  the 
art  under  the  eye  of  teachers  who  will  continually  point 
out  their  failures  and  suggest  the  means  of  overcoming 
difficulties. 

The  most  careful  and  constant  attention  is  given  to 
the  development  of  clear  ideas,  methodical  habits  of  thought 
and  exact  expression,  and  to  the  cultivation  of  character 
essential  to  success  in  teaching. 

The  training  of  the  teacher  is  designed  to  make  him 
thorough  in  the  knowledge  of  his  department;  it  is  not 
merely  to  acquire  information  that  he  is  matriculated,  he 
is  expected,  under  the  School  discipline,  to  master  the  sepa- 
rate subjects  so  as  to  be  able,  without  the  least  confusion, 
to  transmit  to  others  what  he  knows  and  as  he  knows  it. 

The  analysis  of  lectures  delivered  to  the  classes,  and  the 
preparation  of  criticisms  occupy  a good  part  of  the  stu- 
dent’s time. 


Ill 


SCHOOLS  OF  APPLICATION 


Study  Plan 


Ist  GRADE 

Reading,  Writing-,  Arithmetic  Drawing,  Object  lessons, 
Morals  and  manners,  Singing,  Gymnastics. 

2nd  GRADE 


Reading,  Writing, 
Morals  and  manners, 


Arithmetic  Drawing,  Object  lessons, 
Singing,  Gymnastics. 


3rd  GRADE 


Reading,  Writing  Composition,  Argentine  History,  Geo- 
graphy, Arithmetic,  Geometry  and  Drawing,  Notions  of 
Zoology,  Morals  and  manners,  Singing,  Gymnastics. 

4th  GRADE 

Reading,  Grammar,  Composition.  Writing,  History,  Geo- 
graphy, Civic  Instruction,  Arithmetic,  Geometry  and  Drawing 
Notions  of  Botany  Mineralogy  and  Geology,  Morals  and 
Manners,  Singing,  Gymnastics  Military  Drill. 
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5th  GRADE 

Reading,  Grammar,  Composition,  Writing,  History,  Geo- 
graphy, Civic  Instruction,  Arithmetic,  Geometry,  Map  Drawing 
Notions  of  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hygiene,  Morals  and 
manners,  French,  Music,  Gymnastics  and  Military  Drill. 

6th  GRADE 

Reading,  Grammar,  Composition,  Writing,  History,  Geo- 
grapy,  Civic  instruction,  Arithmetic,  Geometry,  Drawing, 
Elements  of  Physics  and  Chemistry,  Morals  and  manners 
French,  Music,  Gymnastics  Military  Drill. 

In  the  girls’  schools  there  are  classes  of  Domestic  Econo- 
my and  Sewing  in  place  of  Military  Drill  and  Civic  Ins- 
truction . 


Kindergartens 

Our  Ministry  of  Public  Instruction  believes  that  the  Kin- 
dergarten or  some  similar  institution  is  necessary  to  a complete 
educational  system  and  that  it  is  a logical  complement  of 
our  present  plan  of  free  public  education,  if  the  ends  for 
which  the  latter  is  organized  are  to  be  achieved.  In  order 
to  make  the  Kindergarten  an  integral  part  of  the  system 
we  are  endeavouring  to  make  adequate  opportunity  for  the 
proper  education  of  a number  of  qualified,  specially  trained 
Kindergarten  Teachers. 

We  have  at  present  six  Kindergartens  in  the  Republic 
and  these  are  attached  to  the  following  Normal  Schools  : 
Parana,  Buenos  Aires,  La  Plata,  Rosario,  Mendoza  and 
Uruguay.  Of  these  establishments,  the  oldest  and  most  im- 
portant is  the  one  in  Parana  and  of  this  we  will  give  a 
brief  historical  sketch. 

In  the  year  1 8 8 3 at  the  request  of  the  Director  of  the 
Parana  School,  a Kindergarten  Department  was  added  to 
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the  Establishment  and  Mrs.  Eccleston,  a highly  qualified 
North  American  Kindergartener,  was  appointed  Directress.— 
Before  Mrs.  Eccleston's  arrival  in  this  country  the  Ministry 
sent  an  order  to  Stagn  & Co.  of  New  York  for  furniture 
and  materials  for  3o  pupils  (that  number  being  considered 
sufficient  to  illustrate  the  benefits  and  working  of  the  sys- 
tem ) but  owing  to  the  fact  that  such  articles  were  usually 
sent  by  sailing  vessels  requiring  months  to  bring  them,  and 
the  delay  in  finishing  the  building  in  course  of  erection,  a 
small  portion  of  which  was  appropriated  to  this  work,  it 
was  not  begun  until  the  4th  of  August  1884.  The  interval 
was  dedicated  by  the  Directress  to  the  study  of  our  language 
and  such  preparations  as  were  made  necessary  by  the  utter  im- 
possibility of  securing  books  in  Spanish  containing  either  the 
theory  or  practice  of  the  Kindergarten  system.  But  the  grea- 
test difficulty  of  all  in  the  way  of  its  proper  establishment, 
was  the  lack  of  songs  or  games  in  Spanish,  and  everything 
had  to  be  translated  from  English. 

In  this  task  the  Directress  was  especially  aided  by  Mr. 
Torres,  Director  of  the  Normal  School,  and  later  on  by 
Messrs.  Garbo,  Ceballos  and  Arias. 

Now  there  is  a number  of  songs  and  games  enough  to 
make  quite  a respectable  volume  which  if  compiled  and 
carefully  published  wonld  be  useful  not  only  in  the  Kinder- 
garten but  in  all  primary  work. 

According  to  Mrs.  Eccleston.  « When  we  first  opened,  the 
« system  being  entirely  unknown,  there  was  the  usual  amount 
« of  conjecture  and  suspicion  as  to  its  object,  and  only  a 
« few  little  ones,  fourteen  or  fifteen,  were  confided  to  my 
« care,  This  however  was  a fortunate  circumstance  for  me 
« with  my  imperfect  use  of  the  Spanish  language,  and 
« with  my  untrained  assistant.  The  beginning  of  the  year 
« 1 88  5,  says  the  same  lady,  found  us  with  a very  inte- 
« resting  class  of  from  2 5 to  3o  children  whose  ages 
« varied  from  3 1 2 to  6 years,  this  was  an  evidence  that 
« some  parents  had  begun  to  realize  the  benefits  of  the  sys- 
« tern  in  the  natural  development  of  their  little  ones.  — 
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« Many,  no  doubt,  were  sent  only  to  be  taken  care  of  and 
« entertained  for  a part  of  each  day,  but  in  conversation 
« with  some  of  the  most  intelligent  fathers  I was  pleased 
« to  find  a genuine  appreciation  of  the  work  ». 

At  the  close  of  the  year  i 8 8 5 Mrs.  Eccleston  was  called 
back  to  the  United  States,  by  the  serious  illness  of  her  son 
and  Miss  Choate,  her  former  pupil  in  the  Winona  School, 
left  her  place  in  the  Rosario  Normal  School,  to  take  tem- 
porary charge  of  the  Kindergarten  in  Parana,  and  continued 
to  hold  the  post  for  one  year.  Miss  Choate  was  replaced  by. 
Miss  Doolittle  of  Boston. 

After  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 8 8 8 Mrs.  Eccleston, 
who  in  the  interval  had  founded  another  Kindergarten  in 
the  Uruguay  Normal  School,  returned  to  Parana  and  reen- 
tered upon  her  duties.  In  all,  since  the  Establishment  of 
the  Parana  Kindergarten  1 7 young  ladies  have  graduated 
and  have  been  awarded  diplomas  as  « Profesoras  de  Jardin 
de  Infantes  » of  these  one  is  Directress  of  a Kindergarten  in 
Goya  (Corrientes)  and  with  the  exception  of  two  who  are 
now  married,  the  rest  are  employed  either  in  Kindergarten 
work,  or  in  graded  schools.  Since  the  opening  of  the  Kin- 
dergarten, eight  years  ago,  307  children  have  been  enrolled 
as  pupils  : upon  these,  the  effect  of  the  training  can  be 
plainly  seen  by  their  standing  and  the  height  they  have 
obtained  in  the  grades.  Unprejudiced  teachers  who  have  had 
experience  with  such  children  frankly  admit  that  in  awa- 
kened perception,  power  of  thought,  reasoning  and  concen- 
tration, aside  from  their  general  development  and  manual 
dexterity,  they  are  far  in  advance  of  those  who  have  not  had 
Kindergarten  training.  Knowing  the  ignorance  that  prevails  in 
regard  to  the  true  object  of  the  Frobtellian  system  and 
anxions  to  see  it  more  widely  known  in  this  Republic,  as 
it  is  in  all  other  advanced  countries,  with  the  aid  of  her 
graduated  pupils  Mrs.  Eccleston  was  enabled  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  year  to  carry  out  a long  cherished  idea 
of  forming  a « Frobel  Union  » which  is  intended  to  not 
onlv  include  all  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  methods 


hut  all  persons  interested  in  the  cause  of  education,  that 
they  might  thereby  be  aided  in  understanding  the  system. 

The  « Union  Frobeliana  Argentina » was  established  on 
the  2 i ct  of  last  April  (the  anniversary  of  the  birthof  Frobel)  and 
now  numbers  io3  members.  During  the  year  three  meetings 
have  been  held,  at  which  there  were  present  a number  of  the 
parents  of  the  children.,  professors  of  the  schools  and 
other  interested  persons. 

In  the  city  ol  Parana  there  is  but  one  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  results  given  by  the  Frobellian  methods  and  the 
Directress  has  received  words  of  encouragement  and  thanks 
from  the  greater  part  of  the  childrens’  parents. 


IV 


THE  NATIONAL  SCHOOL  OF  COMMERCE 


This  highly  important  institution,  the  first  and  only  one 
of  a national  character  which  exists  at  present  in  the  Ar- 
gentine Republic,  was  founded  by  the  decree  of  the  Natio- 
nal Government  on  the  19th  February  1890. 

Undoubtedly  the  credit  of  introducing  practical  commer- 
cial instruction  into  the  Higher  Department  of  Argentine 
Public  Education  is  due  to  the  then  erudite  and  experienced 
Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  Dr.  Filemon  Posse,  who 
established  this  school  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres,  capital 
of  this  Republic. 

Government  entrusted  the  direction  of  this  School  to 
Principal  George  John  Ryan  and  a Staff  of  experienced 
teachers  and  the  school  was  opened  on  the  rst  of  July  1890. 
The  public  showed  the  great  demand  that  exists  for  mer- 
cantile instruction,  as  over  400  aspirants  could  not  be 
received,  as  the  school  was  completely  filled  by  students 
and  during  the  year  1891  the  school  had  to  refuse  admis- 
sion to  over  3 00  aspirants. 

In  1892,  in  the  month  of  January,  Principal  Ryan  called 
the  attention  of  Dr.  John  Balestra,  the  then  Minister  of 
Public  Instruction,  to  the  necessity  of  furnishing  this  insti- 
tution with  a larger  edifice  and  at  the  same  time  he  poin- 
ted out  to  Dr.  Balestra  deficiencies  in  the  Curriculum  which 
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had  been  observed  during  the  course  of  study  pursued  in 
the  years  1890  and  1891.  Dr.  Balestra  placed  the  re-orga- 
nization of  the  curriculum  in  the  hands  of  Inspector  General 
James  H.  Fitz- Simon  Esq.  chief  of  the  Department  of 
Inspection  of  Higher  Public  Instruction  of  the  Argentine 
Republic,  and  instructed  him  not  only  to  procure  large  and 
suitable  buildings  for  the  school,  but  to  furnish  it  with  all  the 
appliances  essentially  necessary  tor  effective  public  instruction. 

Accordingly,  Inspector  General  Fitz-Simon,  associated 
with  Dr.  Francisco  Latzina,  chief  of  the  Department  of 
National  Statistics  and  Mr.  Adam  Altgelt,  a retired  mer- 
chant, drew  up  the  present  plan  of  studies;  this  plan, 
which  was  formally  approved  on  April  20th  1892,  con- 
tains the  following  branches  of  study,  which  are  taunght 
gradually  and  methodically  during  a course  of  5 years  study 
viz : Commercial  Arithmetic,  Algebra  and  practical  Geome- 
try, Caligraphy,  The  Castillian,  English,  French,  German, 
and  Italian  languages.  Commercial  Geography  and  Argentine 
Geography,  Argentine  History,  Universal  History,  Experi- 
mental Chemistry,  Physics,  and  Natural  History  in  all  its 
branches;  Technology  and  the  study  of  Merchandise,  Cus- 
tom House  Practice  and  Fiscal  Legislation,  Notions  of  Poli- 
tical Economy,  Commercial  Law,  Book-Keeping  in  all  its 
forms,  Commercial  Statistics,  Stenography  Practice  in  Type- 
Writing  and  Commercial  Correspondence  in  the  Castillian, 
English,  French  and  ( if  desired  ) in  German  and  Italian. 

In  order  that  this  excellent  curriculum  might  be  properly 
taught  to  the  increased  number  of  students  which  could  be 
accommodated  in  the  new  building  which  Government  had 
destined  for  the  use  of  this  school,  a numerous  corps  of 
experienced  professors,  all  of  whom  were  specialists  in  the 
branches  confided  to  them  to  teach,  was  named. 

This  corps  consisted  of  1 Director,  1 Vice  Director,  1 
Secretary  accountant  and  Treasurer,  i Librarian  and  pro- 
Secretary,  i Principal  Disciplinarian,  9 Disciplinarians,  (each 
in  charge  of  a division),  7 Professors  of  Mathematics,  4 of 
the  Castillian  Language,  3 of  French.  3 of  English,  1 of 
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German  and  Italian,  2 of  Physical  Science,  1 of  Chemistry 
and  Mineralogy,  1 of  Political  Economy  & Commercial  Law  2 
of  Universal  History  and  Geography  4 of  Argentine  History 
and  Argentine  Geography  3 of  Calligraphy,  1 of  Technology 
and  the  study  of  merchandise,  1 of  Commercial  correspondence 
in  modern  languages,  1 of  Stenography  and  1 of  Type-writing. 

Up  to  the  formation  and  foundation  of  this  school  the  im- 
portant trusts  of  Public  Accountants,  Public  Translators,  Public 
Calligraphists,  Judicial  Arbitrators  were  exercised  by  persons 
taken  hap-hazard  from  the  general  public,  persons  who  had  not 
pursued  a regular  course  of  studies,  essentially  indispensable 
for  them  to  know  in  order  to  care  for  the  public  interests  con- 
fided to  the  aforesaid  professional  men.  To  correct  this  abuse, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  encourage  Argentine  youth.  Govern- 
ment pledged  itself  to  grant  diplomas  to  successful  students  on 
their  graduating:  the  diplomas  are  those  of  Public  Accountant, 
Public  Translator,  Public  Calligraphist,  and  Public  Judicial 
Arbiter  in  minor  law-suits  arising  under  Mercantile  law. 

Moreover  Government  in  its  decree  of  the  20th  of  April 
1892  has  decreed  that  sucessful  students  will  bf  preferred 
to  fill  the  clerkships  in  the  Treasury  Department  and  other 
departments  of  the  Civil  Service  connected  wich  public  monies. 

In  the  new  building  situated  in  Calle  Piedad  in  Buenos 
Ayres  at  present  occupied  by  the  school,  instruction  is 
afforded  to  no  fewer  than  3 60  students;  but  as  Princi- 
pal Ryan  has  petitioned  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction 
to  grant  the  school  the  use  of  a building  adjacent  to  the 
present  premises,  there  is  no  doubt  that  should  the  petition 
be  granted,  the  school  may  instruct  700  students. 

The  Laboratory  is  not  large  but  is  well  furnished  with 
chemical  apparatus. 

I he  School  Merchandise  Museum  promises  to  be  a very 
useful  addenda:  at  present  it  has  a collection  of  the  usual 
objects  used  in  Businees  Colleges,  but  the  « Centre  of  Com- 
merce »,  composed  ot  378  Merchants,  has  offered  to  present 
the  school  with  samples  of  every  Kind  of  Merchandise, 
foreign  or  Argentine,  so  soon  as  this  institution  shall  have 


4° 


the  new  building  in  which  to  store  these  varied  products. 

Under  the  fostering  care  of  the  present  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction,  Dr.  D.  Calixto  de  la  Torre,  this  school  has 
received  every  support  and  hence  it  promises  very  shortly 
to  equal  many  of  the  well  Known  Commercial  Schools  and 
Business  Colleges  in  the  United  States  and  Europe. 

Government  intends  in  due  time  to  establish  a Commer- 
cial College  in  Rosario  de  Santa  Fe  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  in  process  of  time  schools  of  Commerce  will 
be  established  in  all  the  provinces  of  this  republic.  For 
when  we  consider  the  immense  and  varied  mineral  wealth 
at  present  almost  unused  that  abounds  in  our  Andine  pro- 
vinces, the  magnificent  and  profuse  flora  which  constitutes 
our  vegetation,  the  numerous  genera  and  species  of  animals 
that  constitute  our  fauna,  and  our  climate,  which  ist  torrid 
in  Salta  and  Jujuy  and  almost  frigid  in  Tierra  del  Fuego, 
whereby  we  possess  the  climates  and  products  of  the  three 
zones,  it  is  self-evident  that  commercial,  industrial  and 
practical  instruction  is  all  that  is  needed  so  that  the  bles- 
sings which  Divine  Providence  has  spread  broadcast  over 
our  14  provinces  and  q vast  territories  may  be  utilized 
for  the  benefit  of  our  trade  and  commerce. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  course  of  study  taught  in  the 
day  time  there  is  also  a night  course,  intended  especially 
to  promote  commercial  instruction  among  clerks  and  other 
persons  employed  during  the  day  time  in  business.  This 
course  is  attended  principally  by  adults  and  the  Curriculum 
taught  includes  Commercial  Arithmetic,  Book-keeping,  Cal i - 
graphy.  Commercial  Geography,  Stenography,  the  Casti Ilian 
language,  English,  French,  Italian  and  German.  As  in  the 
case  of  the  Day  Course,  this  Night  Course  of  study  can- 
not receive  the  numerous  aspirants  who  desire  to  profit  by 
the  instruction  afforded  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  present 
large  building  is  completely  filled  by  students,  but  so  soon 
as  the  new  building  is  conceded  5 00  night  students  will 
be  enabled  to  attend  the  classes  so  as  to  prepare  themselves 
for  the  active  duties  of  practical  business  life. 
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On  the  establishment  of  the  first  constitutional  Govern- 
ment in  this  Republic  in  1862,  secondary  education,  it 
may  be  said,  did  not  exist.  There  were  only  two  boarding 
schools,  called  preparatory  Colleges  : one  in  Concepcion  del 
Uruguay  founded  by  general  Urquiza  in  1849:  and  the 
other  in  Cordoba,  established  in  1 8 6 5 by  Doctor  Ignatius 
Duarte  de  Quiros  ; and  they  were  handed  over  by  the  Confe- 
derate to  the  new  National  Government. 

In  this  city  there  existed  also  a Seminary  for  preparing 
young  men  for  the  Church.  Taking  this  School  as  a nucleus 
the  National  Government  by  decree  of  November  25th  1862 
formed  the  first  National  College  in  the  country,  intending 
it  to  prepare  its  students  tor  scientific  and  literary  pro- 
fessions. 


The  necessity  of  fomenting  secondary  education,  a duty 
imposed  on  the  government  by  the  Constitution,  so  as  to 
enable  students  to  pass  on  to  the  University;  the  opportu- 
nity which  presented  itself  of  utilising  the  old  Seminary 
College,  without  cost  to  the  Treasury;  the  desire  to  regu- 
late education  in  the  Republic  : such  were  some  of  the 
powerful  reasons  which  induced  the  National  Government 
to  decree  the  opening  of  the  « National  College  ». 

The  direction  of  the  new  College  was  entrusted  to  a 
Rector  and  a Director  of  Studies,  who  were  to  be  assisted 
by  a staff  of  five  professors,  Doctor  Ensebius  Agiiero  was 
appointed  Rector,  and  the  famous  French  philosopher,  Dr. 
A.  Jacques,  Director  of  Studies  ; the  former  had  the  finan- 
cial direction,  the  other  the  professional.  The  course  of 
studies  was  spread  over  five  years,  and  the  certificates  of 
having  passed  the  examinations,  enabled  the  students  to 
pass  on  to  any  University  in  the  country. 

The  following  comprised  the  plan  of  studies  : 


FIRST  YEAR. 

Latin  — Grammar,  declensions  and  conjugations,  « Epi- 
tome Historia  Sacree  ».  « De  Viris  ill ustri bus  ». 

French  — Exercises  of  translation  and  conversation. 

Spanish  — Grammar  and  Orthography;  easy  readings, 
fables,  anecdotes. 

I history  and  Geography  of  America  and  also  of  the 
Republic. 

Elementary  Arithmetic  — As  far  as  progressions. 

Geometry  — Rectilineal  and  curvilineal. 

SECOND  YEAR. 

Latin  — Grammar,  Etymology  and  analysis.  « Phoedri 
fabulae  » translation  and  re-translations. 

French  — Orthography  and  literary  compositions. 

Spanish  — Literary  essays,  tales,  letters,  &c. 
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Modern  History  and  Geography  of  Europe. 
Higher  Arithmetic  and  Algebra. 

Plane  Geometry. 

Lineal  drawing. 


THIRD  YEAR. 

Latin  — Syntax  «.  Cornelius  Nepos  »,  « Ovid  » : trans- 

lations and  exercises. 

French  — Reading  and  analysis  of  classic  authors. 
Spanish  Literature — Reading  of  authors;  written  essays. 
English  — Elementary  exercises. 

Geometry  — Of  three  dimensions,  and  elementary  des- 
criptive. 

Inorganic  Chemistry . 

History  — Of  Greece  and  of  Rome. 

Lineal  Drawing  — Colouring  of  plans. 

FOURTH  YEAR. 

Latin  — Livy  and  Virgil. 

English  — Orthography,  Literary  translations. 

Ancient  History. 

Rectilineal  and  Spherical  Trigonometry — Cosmography, 
Use  of  globes. 

Organic  Chemistry . 

Physics  — Gravity  and  Heat. 

Philosophy  — Psychology  and  Logic. 

FIFTH  YEAR. 

Latin  — Tacitus,  Cicero  & Horace,  Latin  literature. 
German  — Translations  and  conversations. 

History  — Summary  of  universal  history. 

Physics  — Optics,  electricity  and  magnetism. 

Analytical  Geometry  — Applied  Algebra. 

Philosophy — Moral,  Theory  otGod,  History  ot  philosophy. 


As  the  Government  was  not  in  a condition  to  establish 
Colleges  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  forty  free  Scholars- 
hips were  opened  for  students  from  different  provinces  who 
desired  to  prepare  themselves  for  a University  course:  and 
for  the  education  of  each  one  of  these,  the  Rector  received 
$ i 2 silver  per  month. 

The  forty  Scholarships  were  distributed  as  follows:  for 
the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires  6';  for  Santa-Fe  3 ; for  Entre- 
Rios  i ; for  Corrientes  3 ; for  Cordoba  i ; for  San  Luis  2 ; 
for  San  Juan  3 : for  Mendoza  3 : for  Santiago  3 : for 
Salta  3 ; for  Catamarca  3 : for  Rioja  3 ; for  Tucuman  3 : 
for  Jujuy  3. 

The  building  allotted  to  the  new  College  was  large  and 
roomy,  capable  of  accommodating  from  two  hundred  and 
fifty  to  three  hundred  pupils:  so  the  government  limited 
the  number  of  boarders  to  one  hundred,  and  reserved  the 
rest  of  the  space  for  day  scholars  who  should  pay  $ 1 00 

a month. 

Government  also  appointed  a Commission  of  well  known 
educationists,  who  with  the  Rector  and  Director  of  Studies 
were  to  see  to  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  installing 
the  classes,  and  to  draw  up  a plan  of  studies.  In  accor- 
dance with  the  proposal  of  the  Director,  the  courses  of 
teaching  were  distributed  as  follows: 

[ . A course  of  phylosophy,  physics  and  elementary 
applied  mathematics  by  doctor  A.  Jacques. 

2.  A course  of  higher  Latin,  of  French,  Spanish  and 
Latin  literature,  by  Mr.  Louis  Verdollin. 

3.  A course  of  higher  mathematics,  trigonometry,  geo- 
metry (descriptive  and  analytical)  and  of  lineal  drawing  by 
Mr.  E.  Mauguin. 

4.  A course  of  History,  Geography  and  French,  by  Mr. 
Alfred  Cosson. 

5.  A course  of  French,  German  and  intermediate  Latin 
by  Mr.  A.  Hillerns. 

6.  A course  of  elementary  Latin  of  Spanish  Grammar 
and  of  writing,  with  general  supervision  of  studies. 
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The  Commission  for  carrying  out  the  necessary  repairs 
fulfilled  their  duty  satisfactorily,  and  bv  decree  of  April 
3 0th  i 863.  the  8th  of  May  was  fixed  for  the  solemn  inau- 
guration of  the  College:  and  the  staff  was  completed  by  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  R.  Legout  as  Vice-Rector. 

The  administration  of  Doctor  Jacques  was  short  but 
most  successful.  He  applied  himself  with  zeal  and  perse- 
vering constancy  to  the  task  of  imparting  to  the  College  a 
serious  and  lofty  tone;  and  he  sought  to  introduce  the 
system  of  written  examinations,  which  still  to  day  meets 
with  such  an  unjust  opposition.  « My  idea  » he  wrote  to 
the  Minister,  « is  as  follows  : the  examinations  to  test  the 
intelligence  of  the  scholars  and  the  amount  of  instruction 
they  have  received,  ought  to  be  principally,  if  not  exclusi- 
vely written  ».  He  then  went  on  to  show  in  detail  the  faults 
of  a purely  viva  voce  examination,  proving  that  in  each 
separate  branch  of  study,  a written  composition  should  be 
required,  or  in  the  different  languages,  translations  to  and 
from  the  Spanish.  The  subject  of  these  compositions  should 
be  chosen  bv  the  Minister  himself,  or  bv  persons  of  well- 
known  trust,  and  should  be  completely  unknown  to  masters 
and  scholars  until  the  hour  fixed  for  beginning  the  exami- 
nation. This  should  take  place  under  the  supervision  of  a 
special  Commissioner,  who  would  see  that  every  precaution 
be  taken  to  prevent  copying;  and.  when  once  finished,  the 
compositions  should  be  collected  and  sealed  up  for  trans- 
mission to  the  examining  body. 

The  viva  voce  examination  would  take  place  after  the 
revision  of  the  written  compositions  and  upon  the  basis  of 
their  classification;  each  student  being  shown  his  errors, 
and  an  opportunity  given  them  to  justify  their  qualification. 
The  final  classification  would  depend  upon  the  result  of 
both  ot  these  examinations,  and  prizes  should  be  awarded 
to  the  best  in  each  subject. 

These  measures  met  the  entire  approval  of  government 
and  the  strict  justice  and  impartial  spirit  of  Dr.  Jacques 
soon  gave  a high  tone  to  the  education  in  the  new  College, 
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Unfortunately  he  was  not  able  to  see  the  fruits  of  his  la- 
bours. for  he  died  prematurely  in  the  month  of  October 
1 865.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  friend  and  study  compa- 
nion. Mr.  Alfred  Cosson  who  was  succeeded  successively 
by  Messrs.  J.  Estrada.  A.  Alcorta  & A.  Orma.  The  Co- 
llege is  now  under  the  able  administration  of  Engineer 
Valentin  Balbin. 


umber 

of  pupils 

matriculated  from  1863  up 

to  1872. 

Year 

Year 

i 8 6 3 

— 

37 

1878 

— 

496 

i 864 

— 

67 

1879 

— 

523 

1 8 6 5 

— 

94 

1 880 

— 

447 

1866 

— 

1 5 1 

1881 

— 

596 

1867 

— 

1 83 

1882 

— 

5 2 1 

1868 

— 

224 

1 883 

— 

462 

1869 

— 

229 

1884 

— 

539 

1870 

— 

264 

1 885 

— 

825 

1871 

— 

270 

1886 

— 

1020 

1872 

— 

3 0 2 

1887 

— 

1071 

1873 

— 

326 

1888 

— 

1 00  5 

1874 

— 

453 

1889 

— 

938 

1875 

— 

5 1 7 

i 890 

— 

957 

1876 

— 

747 

1891 

— 

1409 

1877 

— 

802 

1892 

— 

1261 

Graduates,  from 

1867  up  to  1891. 

Year 

Year 

1867 

— 

8 

1880 

— 

— 

1868 

— 

1 5 

1881 

— 

38 

1869 

— 

1 3 

1882 

— 

7 1 

1870 

— 

1 5 

1 883 

— 

32 

1871 

— 

2 0 

1884 

— 

24 

.872 

— 

2 2 

1 885 

— 

44 

1873 

— 

— 

1886 

— 

54 

1874 

— 

— 

1887 

— 

75 

1873 

— 

— 

1888 

— 

84 

1876 

— - 

1 9 

1889 

— 

87 

1877 

— 

39 

1 890 

— 

68 

1878 

— 

2 0 

1891 

— 

2 6 5 

1879 

-- 

1 7 

1892 

- 

— 
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NATIONAL  COLLEGE  OF  URUGUAY 


EXTERIOR  VIEW 


BATTALLION  OF  THE  COLLEGE 


NATIONAL  COLLEGE 


OF  CONCEPCION  DEL  URUGUAY 


Of  the  sixteen  National  Colleges  existing  actually  in  the 
Argentine  Republic,  that  of  Concepcion  del  Uruguay  in  the 
Province  of  Entre-Rios,  occupies  the  third  rauk  in  the  strict 
historical  order  of  sequence.  It  was  founded  July  28th  1849 
by  decree  of  General  Don  Justo  Jose  Urquiza,  at  that  mo- 
ment Governor  of  that  Province,  and  subsequently  President 
of  the  Argentine  Confederation.  Only  two  colleges,  those  of 
Cordoba  and  Buenos  Aires,  were  in  existence  before  that 
date;  and  none,  with  the  exception  of  the  second-named 
during  the  last  few  years,  has  educated  a greater  number 
of  scholars. 

In  i860,  the  epoch  of  its  greatest  splendour,  the  college 
contained  five  hundred  students.  These  were  distributed  in 
in  three  divisions,  elementary,  secondary  and  superior  (Law 
School),  to  which  was  added  a Professional  School,  which 
were  all  carried  on  in  this  many-sided  establishment,  the 
only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  whole  Republic,  to  whose  classes 
flocked  not  only  the  youth  of  the  country,  but  many  from 
the  neighbouring  states. 

The  teaching,  both  general  and  special,  is  carried  on  at 
present  by  sixteen  professors,  some  of  whom  fill  two  chairs. 
One  only  has  three  chairs  which  give  him  twentv-eight  hours 
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a week.  Each  chair  needs  from  six  to  ten  hour’s  teaching 
per  week. 

The  number  of  matriculated  students  would  he  less  were 
it  not  for  the  existence  in  this  town  of  an  Educational 
Society,  founded  by  private  influence  in  1877,  on  account 
of  the  suppression  of  the  « Becas » (a  kind  of  sizarship) 
and  Boarding-Houses,  which  till  that  year  were  supported 
by  government  in  the  various  Colleges.  There  are  about 
seventy  students  actually  lodged  in  the  boarding-house,  called 
« La  Fraternidad  » (The  Brotherhood).  The  majority  pay 
3o  dollars  a month  for  board  and  lodging;  others  are 
sizars,  boarded  at  the  expense  of  this  Society.  The  spacious 
building,  in  which  these  boarders  live,  is  the  property  of 
the  Society  : it  was  built  expressly  for  the  purpose  it  fulfils, 
and  is  capable  of  accommodating  a hundred  and  fifty  boys. 
Its  estimated  value  is  close  on  100,000  dollars  (paper). 
The  business  of  the  Society  is  managed  by  a Commitee  of 
of  the  townspeople,  which  is  renewed  annually. 

In  connection  with  this  same  Society,  a Preparatory  School 
was  opened  this  year,  intended  to  prepare  boys  for  the  en- 
trance examination  of  the  National  College. 

The  National  College  of  Uruguay  possesses  one  of 
the  most  spacious  and  commodious  building  of  its  kind 
existing  in  the  country.  It  was  built  for  the  purpose,  occu- 
pies a whole  block  of  eighty  yards  square,  and  it  has  a 
double  row  of  rooms  in  all  its  circuit.  It  has  an  upper 
story  to  the  front,  which  looks  on  to  the  principal  and 
finest  square  of  the  town,  and  it  has  a lofty  bell  tower 
on  one  side.  In  its  beautiful  quadrangle,  which  is  surroun- 
ded by  garden-beds,  abounding  with  fruit-trees  and  flowe- 
ring shrubs,  there  is  ample  room  set  apart  for  ball-tennis 
and  for  gymnastic  bars  and  parallels.  It  is  in  this  quadran- 
gle that  the  military  drilling  exercises  are  held  every  day, 
but  Saturday:  when  the  boys  form  in  batallion  and  start 
ont  for  drill  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  The  whole  buil- 
ding is  just  now  in  excellent  state  of  order  and  preservation, 
both  as  to  its  cleanliness  and  sanitary  arrangements. 


The  large  chemical  laboratory  contains  every  apparatus 
necessary  to  give  that  experimental  and  practical  teaching 
which  the  science  of  Chemistry  so  requires. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the'  numerous  and  valuable 
collections  of  apparatus  in  the  two  Departments  ot  Physics 
and  Natural  History.  These  collections  are  unsurpassed  in 
the  Republic,  not  so  much  for  their  intrinsic  value,  as  tor 
the  practical  use  constantly  made  ot  them  in  the  classes. 
Amongst  them  are  most  valuable  instruments  tor  the  study 
of  Astronomy  and  practical  Land-surveying. 

The  Laboratory  occupies  four  rooms,  devoted  to  experi- 
ments and  preparation,  and  a spacious  class  room.  The 
Physical  and  Natural  History  Departments  each  have  a class 
room,  with  a separate  room  for  preparation. 

Adjoining  the  Natural  History  department  is  a Museum 
formed  of  curiosities  and  usetul  objets  which,  from  time 
to  time,  have  been  presented  by  masters,  teachers  and  triends 
generally.  This  Museum  is  constantly  increasing.  It  is 
opened  to  the  public,  as  well  as  the  other  departments, 
every  Sunday  afternoon.  It  is  well  visited,  especially  by 
children  from  other  schools  in  the  town. 

In  connection  with  the  general  Library,  there  was  inau- 
gurated on  the  i 2"'  of  October  of  this  year,  a special 
Branch  intended  to  collect  the  works  written  by  past,  pre- 
sent and  future  professors  and  students  of  the  college.  Al- 
ready over  3oo  printed  volumes  and  MSS.  have  been 
gathered  from  this  source.  It  bears  the  name  of  the  most 
illustrious  Rector  the  College  ever  had.  Doctor  Albert  La- 
rroque.  who  was  at  its  head  during  its  most  glorious  and 
flourishing  epoch,  from  i85q  to  1864. 

The  sixteen  actual  Professors  on  the  staff  of  this  College 
are  classified  as  follows  : two  lawyers,  two  doctors  in  me- 
dicine, two  doctors  in  philosophy,  one  chemist,  one  land- 
surveyor,  one  bachelor  in  arts,  and  two  elementary  teachers 
who  have  obtained  the  title  of  normal  professors. 

During  the  present  year,  manual  work  has  been  incor- 
porated as  a branch  of  educational  teaching.  The  system 
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followed  has  been  the  Swedish,  as  taught  at  Naas  by  Salo- 
mon. A great  impulse  has  been  given  also  to  Freehand 
Drawing,  with  the  idea  of  utilizing  it  practically  in  the 
Physical  and  Natural  Sciences. 

Among  the  novelties  inaugurated  this  year,  must  be  no- 
ticed the  Scholastic  Excursions  to  places  of  interest  at  a 
distance.  One  of  these  excursions,  in  which  more  than  forty 
persons  between  Masters  and  Boys  took  part,  arrived,  after 
travelling  by  steamer,  by  rail  and  on  foot,  as  far  as  the 
towns  of  Concordia  and  Federation  to  the  North  of  the 
Province,  and  the  town  of  Salto  in  the  neighbouring  Re- 
public. 

Athletic  sports  in  the  open  air  , comprising  Football  , 
Cricket,  Fawn-Tennis,  Rounders,  Swimming  and  Rowing, 
etc.,  have  superseded  the  former  dangerous  acrobatic  gym- 
nastics and  the  monotonous  drawing-room  Calisthenics,  which 
however,  still  continue  in  some  other  National  Colleges. 

The  College  has  a magnificent  ground  for  all  these  sports, 
and  a fine  stream  or  branch  of  the  majestic  Uruguay,  on  which 
boating  can  be  carried  on  in  perfect  safety.  On  the  12th 
of  October,  the  first  College  Boat-races  ever  rowed  in  this 
country  took  place  with  the  gigs  and  randams  lately  bought 
for  the  College,  which  is  the  only  School  possessing  boats. 
These  boat-races  were  followed  by  a Foot-ball  Match,  in  which 
the  boys  well-earned  the  lond  and  continued  applause  of 
the  immense  crowd  of  spectators  who  had  assembled  to 
watch  the  game. 

With  such  glorious  traditions,  with  services  of  such  im- 
portance already  rendered  to  the  cause  of  education,  with 
so  appropriate  a building  and  such  material  for  teaching, 
it  is  not  difficult  to  assert  that  the  National  College  of 
Uruguay  possesses  special  conditions  for  dedicating  itself  to 
the  interests  it  represents;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
successive  generations,  inspired  by  the  one  that  won  its 
glory  and  reputation,  may  give  just  motives  to  be  honou- 
red by  the  Fatherland,  whose  hope  of  glory  consists  only 
in  a phalanx  of  youths  devoted  to  study! 
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Library 


S E C T I 0 N S 

NUMBER 

OF 

WORKS 

NUMBER 

OF 

VOLUMES 

Social  Science  and  Law 

283 

447 

Philosophical  and  Theological  Sciences 

i 40 

2 2 0 

History  and  Geography 

i 7 2 

394 

Natural  and  Mathematical  Sciences 

378 

493 

Fine  Arts  and  Humanities 

387 

564 

Encyclopaedias  and  Dictionaries 

1 84 

444 

Maps  and  Atlases 

22 

2 2 

Collections  of  newspapers 

9 3 

9 3 

Reviews 

5 

Repetitions  and  sundry  pamphlets 

1870 

1875 

Total 

3534 

4596 

Table  showing  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled, 
from  1854  up  to  1892. 
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1 8 5 5 

1 5 3 
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2 8 5 6 

2 2 I 

— 

1857 

3 0 3 
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1 8 5 8 

397 

— 

1 8 5 q 

463 
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1 8 6 0 

424 

— 

181,1 

— 

— 

1862 

2 2 3 

— 

1868 

1 0 6 

— 

1804 

9 1 

— 

1 8 6 5 

5 9 

— 

1866  

— 

— 

1 867 

74 

— 

1808 

94 

— 

1869 

1 44 

— 

1870 

1 4 1 

— 

1871 

1 48 

— 

1872 

1 46 

— 

1873 

1 73 

— 

Cawrcd  forward. 

348 1 



ought  forward. 

348  1 

* « 7 j 

1 64 

— 

' 8y3 

1.  6 5 

— 

1871’, 

1 9 3 

6 

1877.... 

1 6 8 

8 

1878 

1 6 3 

i 3 

1879 

1 46 

1 3 

1880 

99 

1 5 

1881....  

1 04 

1 0 

I88J 

1 6 1 

1 0 

1 8 8 3 

1 9 1 

7 

1884- 

.1  94 

7 

1 885 

1 94 

1 1 

1886  

177 

9 

1887 

1 7 1 

1 3 

1888 

■ 64 

1 0 

1880 

1 8 1 

1 5 

1890 

1 6 7 

9 

1891 

00 

28 

1892 

173 

1 

Iota  1 

6645 

1 8 5 

NUMBER  THAT  HAVE 
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The  present  National  College  of  Cordoba  was  founded 
in  the  year  1687  by  Dr.  Ignacio  Duarte  i Quirb~,  a native 
of  the  city,  who  for  this  object  made  a donation  of  all 
his  property  which  amounted,  according  to  the  estimated 
value,  to  more  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  of  which  he 
ouly  reserved  to  himself  the  usufruct  during  his  own  life- 
time. 

The  erection  and  foundation  of  the  establishment  was 
authorized  by  a roval  order,  dated  June  1 5th  1 6 8 5 , which 
Don  Tomas  Felix  de  Argandona , Governor  and  Captain 
General  of  Tucuman,  put  in  force  in  the  year  1687.  At 
the  same  time  he  approved  the  statutes  which  had  been,  as 
it  appears,  copied  from  those  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  John 
the  Baptist  of  the  city  of  La  Plata.  By  these  the  establishment 
was  governed  during  a period  of  a hundred  and  seventy- 
two  years. 

The  institution  was  named  the  Boarding-House  College 
1 Colegio  convictorio)  of  our  Lady  of  Montserrat  and  its 
administration  and  government  was  confided  to  the  Fathers 
of  the  Company  of  Jesus  who  managed  it  until  the  year 
1767,  when  their  society  was  expelled  from  all  the  domi- 
nions of  the  Spanish  crown  by  a royal  decree  of  Charles  III. 
dated  February  27th  of  that  year. 

From  the  Jesuits,  its  administration,  as  well  as  that  of 
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the  University,  passed  to  the  members  of  the  order  of 
St.  Francis  who  had  the  direction  of  both  establishments  for 
a period  of  forty-oue  years,  until  in  Jaunary  1808  in 
accordance  with  a royal  decree  dated  December  ist  1800 
it  was  removed  from  the  hands  of  these  regulars,  and 
placed  in  those  of  the  secular  clergy,  and  in  this  way  the 
secularization  of  both  establishments  was  secured. 

From  1808.  in  which  year  the  Dean,  Dr.  Don  Grego- 
rio de  Funes,  was  nominated  Rector  by  the  Viceroy  Liniers, 
till  1876  when  Dr.  Don  Fi lemon  Posse  occupied  that  post, 
the  College  was  in  charge  of  the  secular  clergy.  Dr.  Posse 
was  the  fist  lay  Rector  and  began  the  series  of  those  who, 
without  being  in  religions  orders,  have  directed  it  up  to 
the  present  time. 

The  history,  therefore,  of  this  ancient  and  celebrated 
establishment,  as  far  as  its  direction  is  concerned  may  be 
summed  tip  as  follows:  From  1687  to  1767  it  was  ma- 
naged by  the  Franciscan  order,  from  1808  to  1876  by 
the  secular  clergy,  and  since  this  date  until  now  bv  laymen, 
having  had  in  all  an  existence  of  two  hundred  and  five 
years. 

Its  first  edifice  was  that  now  occupied  by  the  Orphan 
College.  From  this  it  was  removed  in  1780,  at  the  peti- 
tion of  the  City  corporation,  to  the  building  of  the  « Co- 
llege Maximum  » of  the  expelled  Jesuits,  and  this  it  has 
retained  as  its  seat  until  the  present  time.  Attached  since 
its  beginning  to  the  University,  in  the  halls  of  which  its 
pupils  received  their  lessons,  it  seems  that  during  a period 
of  nearly  two  centuries  no  instruction  was  given  within  its 
walls,  excepting  in  the  case  of  a few  isolated  efforts  made 
bv  the  more  progressive  of  its  directors,  such  as  Dr.  Don  Jose 
M.  Bedoya  and  Dr.  Don  Eduardo  Ramirez  de  Arellano 
who  established,  on  their  own  account,  classes  for  music, 
drawing,  history,  geography  and  French — innovations  which, 
having  originated  in  no  legal  provision  , disppeared  with 
the  men  that  made  them,  and  so  allowing  the  College  to 
return  to  its  primitive  state.  In  fact,  during  this  long 
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period,  the  establishment  was  merely  a boarding-house  fre- 
quented by  youths  who,  for  different  causes,  sought  for  a 
quiet  corner  where,  retired  from  the  daily  stir  of  life,  they 
might  apply  themselves  profitably  .to  their  university  studies. 
It  was  only  in  the  year  1 8 6 3 , and  owing  to  the  initiative 

of  that  enlightened  educationist  Dr.  Don  Eusebio  de  Be- 
dova, that  classes  for  arithmetic,  geography,  French, 

the  national  language,  sacred,  religious  and  Argentine 
history  were  established  in  any  thing  like  a permanent 

manner,  and  for  this  at  the  beginning  he  had  merely  the 
verbal  permission  of  the  President  of  the  Republic.  In  the 
same  year  he  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment a four-years’  curriculum  which  should  be  gone  through 
in  the  College  itself.  This  was  more  complete  than  that 
which  formed  the  basis  of  the  superior  course  in  the  Uni- 
versity and  was  approved  of  and  put  in  practice  the  following 
year,  and  continued  in  force  until  1870  when  the  general 
plan  of  secondary  studies  for  all  the  National  Colleges  was 
drawn  up. 

Since  that  time  there  has  been  nothing  in  the  history  of 
the  college  which  demands  particular  observation,  as  up  to 
the  present  it  has  merely  passed  through  the  same  evolutions 
as  the  other  institutions  of  its  class  in  the  Republic,  and 
which  have  been  due  to  the  action  of  the  National  Gover- 
nment. It  ought,  however,  to  be  mentioned  in  just  homage 
to  the  memory  of  its  worthy  founder,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  defects  already  alluded  to,  and  which  do  not  in  anv  way 
lessen  the  importance  of  his  work,  being  as  thev  were  the 
offspring  of  he  times,  in  the  house  which  owes  to  him  its  exis- 
tence have  been  educated  nearlv  all  the  national  worthies  of  the 
colonial  period,  many  of  the  leading  men  of  the  epoch  of 
the  Independence,  and  lastlv  a great  number  of  the  children 
of  this  soil  who  have  been  and  some  of  whom  still  are  an 
honour  and  glory  to  letters  and  the  fatherland. 
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1 8 6 3 
1 864 
1 8 6 5 

1866 

1867 

1868 
1 8 6 g 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 


Bring  forward 


NUMBER 

OF 

PUPILS 

YEARS 

NUMBER 

OF 

PUPILS 

40 

Brought  forward 

3 1 1 6 

I 0 0 

i i 5 

1879 

200 

1 5 0 

1880 

1 6 0 

200 

1881 

1 43 

2 2 5 

1882 

1 38 

200 

1 8 8 3 

i 3 2 

214 

1884 

1 1 3 

2 3 0 

1 8 8 5 

1 85 

2 5 1 

1886 

149 

2 0 1 

1887 

1 7 1 

2 3 0 

1888 

1 48 

268 

1889 

168 

286 

1890 

1 55 

10 

0 

0 

1891 

1 8 4 

197 

1892 

i 3 1 

3 1 1 6 

Total 

5293 

Number  of  Graduates,  from  1886  up  to  1891 


YEARS 

NUMBER  1 

OF 

PUPILS 

1886 

7 

1887 

9 

1888 

I 0 

1889 

i 5 

Bring  forward 

4 1 

YEARS 

NUMBER 

OF 

PUPILS 

Brought  forward 

41 

1 7 

1 2 

Total 

70 
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NATIONAL  COLLEGE  OF  CORRIENTES 


This  college  was  founded  in  the  year  1869  during  Sar- 
miento’s  administration  and  was  placed  under  the  direction 
of  Doctor  Patrick  Fitz-Simon,  a well  known  educator.  The 
building  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  Republic,  and  is  well 
situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Parana.  Its  Library,  Phy- 
sical Cabinet,  Chemical  Laboratory  and  Natural  History 
Museum  are  second  to  none  in  the  Country : its  spacions 
courtyards  and  gardens  afford  all  the  desired  hygienic 
conditions;  its  ample  and  well  ventilated  class  rooms,  give 
the  house  an  air  of  comfort,  rarely  found  in  any  of  our 
educational  Establishments. 

The  college  prides  itself  not  a little — and  not  without 
cause  — on  having  set  a noble  example  to  older  seats  of 
learning  in  the  country. 

The  Sloyd  workshop,  about  which  mention  is  made  else- 
where, is  well  supplied  with  all  the  tools,  apparatus  and 
illustrations  necessary  to  the  course.  The  students’  Literary 
Society  holds  periodical  conferences,  in  which  teachers  and 
pupils  take  part,  and  which  are  usually  well  attended  by 
the  public. 

Open  air  sports  have  supplanted  gymnastics,  and  parlor 
calisthenics.  Football,  Cricket,  Rounders,  and  Base-ball  are 
the  boys’  favorite  games. 

Owing  to  its  excellent  discipline  and  effective  teaching 
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the  reputation  of  the  College  stands  high,  and  it  is  now 
justly  considered  as  one  of  our  leadiug  secondary  schools. 

Up  to  the  year  1 8 8 3 there  was  a Training  School 
attached  to  the  Establishment,  and  iu  that  Department  4 5 
teachers  graduated,  some  of  whom  now  occupy  high  posts 
in  our  colleges  and  normal  schools. 

The  present  Rector  Mr.  William  A.  Fitz-Simon , is 
ably  assisted  by  a Staff  of  nineteen  highly  qualified  profes- 
sors. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  students  enrolled 
in  the  year  1892. 

46 

33 
3 1 
23 

14 
4 1 

83 

Totai 271 

Since  the  foundation  of  the  college  1 3 6 pupils  finished 
their  studies  and  entered  the  University. 
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SECTIONS 

NUMBER 

OF 

WORKS 

NUMBER 

OF 

VOLUMES 

Literature  and  Fine  Arts 

483 

846 

Encyclopaedias  and  Dictionaries 

>37 

292 

Natural  Science  and  Mathematics 

414 

689 

History  and  Geography 

263 

546 

Philosophy'  and  Theology 

236 

374 

Social  Science  and  Jurisprudence 

i 3 2 

214 

Atlases 

2 1 

2 I 

Reviews 

9 

1 9 8 

Official  Publications 

1 2 6 

1 2 6 

Total 

1821 

3 3 0 6 
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4th  » 

5 tli  » 
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NATIONAL  COLLEGE  OF  ROSARIO  I»E  SAXTA-FE 


The  National  College  of  Rosario,  notwithstanding  the 
few  years  it  has  existed,  has  already  the  necessary  condi- 
tions and  influence  sufficient  to  canse  it  to  be  considered 
an  historical  Institute.  The  edifice,  simple,  in  its  architec- 
tural style,  rises  at  a short  distance  from  the  majestic 
Parana  near  a point  that  was  occupied  by  a battery  during 
the  prolonged  struggle  for  national  organization.  The  wars 
of  other  times  with  their  commotions  have  passed  and  in 
this  place,  fomerly  shaken  by  the  thunder  of  cannon,  one 
now  only  hears  the  busy  clamour  of  commerce,  the  whistle 
of  the  locomotive,  the  measured  beat  of  industrial  machi- 
nery and  the  juvenile  shouts  of  the  men  of  the  future, 
hundreds  of  merry  scholars  who  at  the  same  time  streng 
then  their  bodies,  fortify  their  intelligence,  and  prepare 
themselves  by  meditation  and  study , to  be  worthy  ser- 
vants of  the  fatherland. 

At  the  time  that  this  College  was  founded,  Rosario  was 
undergoing  the  rapid  evolution  characteristic  of  American 
cities,  transforming  with  vertiginous  celerity  her  undeveloped 
natural  resources,  increasing  in  vigour  and  charm,  changing 
her  appearance,  displaying  herself  to  the  world  as  robust 
youthful  and  beautiful,  being  adorned  by  art  and  the  orna- 
ments which  nature  poured  upon  her  with  lavish  hand. 
She  possessed  a most  desirable  position  as  she  reclined 
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upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Great  River  whose  waters  reflec- 
ted her  charms.  Her  commodious  and  ample  port  received 
the  productions  of  Europe  in  ships  of  great  draught  which 
returned  laden  with  the  raw  produce  of  her  lands.  Being 
united  to  all  the  inland  towns  of  the  Republic  by  -railway 
she  was,  owing  to  her  geographical  position,  the  natural 
port  of  them  all. 

Her  material  progress  was  eloquent.  But,  in  the  life  of 
new  peoples,  and  above  all  of  American  peoples,  other 
forces  superior  to  the  material  ones  ought  to  be  developed. 
The  Government  and  Society  of  Rosario  had  one  sole  opi- 
nion on  this  matter  : they  understood  the  necessity  that 
existed  for  creating  an  Institute  in  which  successive  gene- 
rations being  instructed,  they  might  be  able  to  gauge  the 
future  distinies  of  their  country,  and  be  concurring  forces 
in  the  happy  realization  of  these.  The  people  and  the 
Government  together  crowned  the  work  by  causing  the 
National  College  of  Rosario  to  rise  equal  to  the  other  Ins- 
titutes of  the  same  kind  in  the  Republic. 

The  idea  which  presided  at  the  creation  of  these  was 
that  of  making  them  J'oci  which  should  irradiate  the 
whole  country  and  illumine  the  present  in  order  that  the 
paths  of  the  future  might  be  clearly  seen  ; and  that  they 
should  bear  to  all  classes  the  benefits  of  instruction  and 
education,  elevating  the  intellectual  level  of  the  people  and 
preparing  them  for  all  the  contingencies  of  social  and  poli- 
tical life  in  a democracy  as  yet,  it  is  true,  inexperienced, 
but  gallant  and  full  of  the  aspirations  and  ardour  of  a 
new  nation . 

Sarmiento,  the  indefatigable  warrior,  the  immortal  evan- 
gelist of  education,  who  had,  in  the  country  of  Washing- 
ton. contemplated  close  at  hand  republican  methods,  and 
admired  its  wise  institutions  founded  on  liberty,  of  which 
the  school  is  the  cradle,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  instruc- 
tion and  education  of  the  country  realizing,  thereby,  the 
grand  and  patriotic  work  of  raising  the  intellectual  level  of 
a people  called  to  great  destinies. 
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In  this  sense  the  National  College  of  Rosario  occupies 
an  important  place  in  the  common  labour,  and  the  people 
who  support  it,  jealous  of  its  good  name,  can  present  it 
before  countrymen  and  foreigners  as  an  institution  conspi- 
cuous among  those  which  have  it  for  their  mission  to  illu- 
mine the  shades  of  the  future,  to  point  out  the  destinies 
of  societies  and  direct  them  with  serene  and  firm  steps 
towards  their  fortunate  realization. 

In  this  work  all,  from  the  Rectors  to  the  lowest  of  the 
employees,  have  assisted.  Through  the  corridors  of  this 
College  have  passed  men  of  all  climes.  From  its  chairs, 
austere  with  republican  simplicity,  has  been  heard  the  au- 
thorized voice  of  representatives  of  science  aud  art  in  their 
multiform  manifestations.  Natural  Philosophy  has  been  taught 
by  a countryman  of  Fulton  and  Edison;  Political  eco- 
nomy, History,  Mathematics  and  the  Castilian  tongue  by 
famous  countrymen  of  Flores,  Estrada  and  Castelar. 
Modern  languages  by  distinguished  educationists  of  France, 
England,  Italy  and  Germany. 

When  the  eminent  citizen  and  President  of  the  Argen- 
tine Nation,  Dr.  Avellaneda,  who  was  at  the  time  Minister 
of  Public  Instruction,  laid  the  foundation  stone  of  this 
College,  he  said  : « The  plough  turns  the  soil  and  the  seed 
is  thrown  into  the  furrow,  and  before  the  grain  appears 
many  are  able  to  say  whether  the  harvest  will  be  abundant 
or  not.  But  who  can  tell  the  value  of  a house  of  educa- 
tion in  the  future  development  of  a country ; Who  can 
foretell  the  value  of  a hundred  or  of  a thousand  educated 
children  or,  if  one  onlv,  if,  as  a man,  he  govern  as 
Washington  did,  think  as  Newton  did,  invent  as  Fulton 
did.  Therefore  the  foundation  of  a college  is  the  migh- 
tiest invocation  that  can  be  directed  to  all  the  powers  of 
the  unknown,  the  powers  of  good,  of  cultivated  intelligence 
and  of  the  sciences  which  have  always  produced  the  happi- 
ness of  the  nations.  » 

The  students  who  yesterday  frequented  the  halls  of  this 
Institute  are  now  virtuous  fathers  of  families,  magistrates, 
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writers,  educationists,  artists,  statesmen,  representatives  of 
the  people,  financiers,  doctors,  and  there  appear  among  them 
eminent  citizens,  poets  of  lofty  flight,  soldiers  of  honour 
and  distinguished  patriots.  The  social  and  political  influence 
of  the  ex-students  is  vigorously  felt  in  the  ample  theatre 
of  their  country ; this  house  of  education  therefore  is  an 
historical  Institute  which  occupies  an  important  place  as  a 
creator  of  vital  energies,  of  ideas  and  characters  applied 
with  activity  to  the  general  welfare  and  aggrandizement  of 
the  Republic. 
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Number  of  pupils  enrolled  and  of  graduates, 
from  1874  up  to.  1892 


YEARS 

I 

II 

III 

I~V 

■V 

VI 
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GRADUATES 

1874 
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8 

— 
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43 
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8 

— 
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9 

1 46 

9 
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2 I 

8 
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37 
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1 5 
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1880 

32 

29 

14 

1 6 

25 

8 
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9 

1881 
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1 7 
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9 
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1 3 

88 

1 3 
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2 2 

1 7 
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92 

1 2 

1 883  

23 

14 
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5 

85 

4 

1884 

2 2 

24 
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I 5 
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9 
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69 

18 

25 

28 

14 

i 6 

1 70 

1 9 

1886 

46 

34 

2 I 

26 

1 6 

1 2 

1 55 

8 

1887 

7 4 

2 0 

2 2 

'4 

I 0 

1 2 

i 5 2 

1 3 

1888 

69 

2 6 

2 0 

1 3 

I 0 

6 

144 

1 3 

1889 

1 6 

35 

29 
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I I 

6 

1 14 

7 

I 8 Q 0 
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1 6 

3 0 
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8 
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1 7 

Oi 
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1 86 
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63 

42 

32 

2-4 

1 7 

— 

00 
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GRADUATES 


NATIONAL  COLLEGE  OF  TUCUMAN 


FRONT  VIEW 


NATIONAL  COLLEGE  OF  TUCUMAN 


In  the  year  1864  thore  was  no  establishment  of  Secon- 
dary Education  in  Tucuman;  thore  were  only  schools  of 
primary  instruction,  with  very  limited  programmes  and 
commonplace  methods. 

In  the  convents  of  the  Religious  orders,  philosophy, 
latin,  theology  and  some  other  branches  were  taught,  ha- 
ving been  attended  with  success  by  some  youths  who 
afterwards  took  an  important  part  in  public  affairs.  The 
principal  object  of  these  classes  being  the  study  of  the 
sacred  sciences,  as  a preparation  for  the  priesthood  onlv, 
and  as  those  examinations  were  not  valid  before  the  Univer- 
sities of  Cordoba  and  Buenos  Aires,  the  number  of  per- 
sons who  attended  them  being  consequently  very  limited. 
There  was  therefore  a great  necessity  of  an  establishment 
of  secondary  education  in  the  province,  where  the  youths 
could  attend  to  be  prepared  for  the  scientific  and  literary 
professions,  or  rather  to  acquire  the  general  knowledge  in- 
dispensable in  social  life.  The  Hon.  Congress  of  the  Na- 
tion, inspired  with  the  true  interests  of  the  country,  dictated 
the  law  to  which  the  Province  of  Tucuman  owes  so  manv 
benefits,  authorising  the  Executive  Power  to  fix  the  limit 
of  expense  for  the  foundation  of  the  College. 

In  virtue  of  said  law,  the  Government  of  the  Nation 
issued  the  decree  of  the  qth  of  December  1884  appoin- 
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ting  Dr.  Uladislao  Frias  as  Rector,  and  Commissioner  for 
the  installation  and  opening  of  the  classes,  the  latter  of 
which  he  accepted,  declining  the  former  on  account  of 
being  elected  National  Senator. 

Amongst  the  instructions  recieved  by  Dr.  Frias  from 
the  Government  there  was  one  that  he  should  obtain  from 
the  provincial  authorities  a piece  of  land  for  the  College. 

The  Governor  of  the  Province  Mr.  Jose  Posse,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  Dr.  E. 
Costa,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Commissioner,  asked  and 
obtained  from  the  Hon.  Provincial  Legislature,  the  law 
of  January  1 8 6 5 which  authorised  the  Executive  Power 
to  cede  to  the  government  of  the  Nation  the  place  and 
building  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  College  of  San 
Miguel  now  no  longer  in  existence.  This  cession  comprised 
only  a part  of  the  present  edifice,  that  is  the  halls  and 

galleries  facing  the  South  and  East,  and  to  make  it  suita- 

ble for  the  purpose  certain  arrangements  were  necessary 
which  were  effected  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Frias. 

With  the  object  of  diffusing  knowledge  and  putting  it 
within  the  reach  of  youths  who  had  not  resources  where- 
with to  pay  for  their  studies,  the  National  Government,  in 
a Cabinet  meeting  of  the  2 3rd  of  December  1864,  decided  and 
made  a new  distribution  of  the  Scholarships  paid  for  by 
the  National  Treasury.  In  this  distribution  20  correspon- 
ded to  the  College  which  was  to  be  founded  in  Tucuman, 
which  by  the  same  decree  of  the  Cabinet  were  assigned 
in  this  form:  8 to  the  Province  of  Tucuman;  4 to  that 

of  Jujuy,  4 to  that  of  Santiago;  2 to  that  of  Catamarca 

and  2 to  that  of  Salta. 

Dr.  Frias  not  having  accepted  the  Rectorship  of  the 
College,  proposed  in  compliance  whith  his  instructions  the 
candidate  who  was  to  replace  him,  and  also  the  teaching 
staff,  indicating  for  the  first  post  Mr.  Benjamin  Villafane, 
and  as  professors  Messrs.  Jose  J.  Araoz,  Anibal  Piedra- 
buena,  and  Moises  Araoz. 

The  place  being  prepared,  though  with  a small  and 


incomplete  building,  the  Rector  and  professors  distributed 
scholarships,  and  proceeded  to  the  solemn  installation  or 
the  College  and  opening  of  the  classes  which  took  place  on 
the  i st  of  March  i 8 6 5 . 

During  the  first  year  of  its  foundation  the  College  had 
8 1 pupils,  59  of  whom  were  day  pupils,  22  boarders  and 
of  these  20  with  scholarships. 

It  was  not  only  the  difficulties  which  all  new  institu- 
tions have  to  encounter  that  the  first  Rector  had  to  con- 
tend against,  but  also  those  inherent  to  the  development  of 
the  plan  of  studies,  those  arising  fron  the  complete  lack 
of  elements  in  the  Province,  added  to  the  absence  of  facile 
communication  with  the  Capital  of  the  Republic. 

Mr.  Villafane  had  therefore  to  contend  with  many  in- 
conveniences which  he  happily  overcame  with  success,  assis- 
ted by  the  Vice  Rector  Mr.  Jose  J.  Araoz,  as  also  by  the 
professors  before  mentioned,  and  by  the  Provincial  autho- 
rities. 

During  the  Rectorship  of  Mr.  Villafane  the  Establish- 
ment was  enlarged  by  the  consent  and  authority  of  the 
National  Government,  and  with  this  object  two  plots  of 
land  were  obtained  in  the  year  1867,  which  it  now 
occupies.  These  additions  together  with  the  ground  ceded 
by  the  Provincial  Government  amount  in  area  to  541 3 
square  metres;  with  a perfect  distribution  of  the  building 
which  allows  the  regular  and  simultaneous  working  of  all 
the  classes. 

Mr.  Villafane  was  succeeded  in  the  Rectorship  by  Mr. 
Jose  Posse  who  was  appointed  on  the  2 3rd  of  June  1870  and 
afterwards  pensioned  on  the  ist  of  January  i8g3.  During 
the  Rectorship  of  Mr.  Jose  Posse,  and  by  his  suggestion, 
the  upper  part  of  the  building  facing  the  street  was  erec- 
ted. and  the  number  of  works  in  the  library  considerably 
increased,  and  many  important  utensils  and  apparatus  for 
the  Cabinets  of  Physics  and  Natural  History  and  for  the 
Chemical  Laboratory  were  also  acquired. 

On  the  private  suggestion  of  the  Vice  Rector  Jose  J. 


Araoz  whilst  provisionally  holding  the  Rectorship  and  at 
the  request  and  exertions  of  the  Rector  Jose  Posse,  a 
class  of  Law  was  established  in  the  National  College  of 
T ucurnan,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  studies  adopted 
by  the  respective  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

The  class  of  Law  was  inaugurated  in  March  1872  and 
continued  with  very  satisfactory  result,  till  the  end  of  1880, 
when  it  was  suppressed,  or  ceased  to  be  incorporated  to 
the  establishment,  and  be  it  noted  that  the  endowment  for 
the  salaries  was  suppressed  in  the  National  Budget,  for, 
and  after  the  year  1877,  so  that  the  professors  worked 
gratuitously  for  the  space  of  four  years.  During  the  same 
Rectorship  on  1 st  of  March  1876  the  Boarding  Institution 
which  had  existed  from  the  foundation  of  the  College  was 
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suppressed . 

The  Rector,  Jose  Posse  was  pensioned,  and  succeeded  by 
Sisto  Teran  who  was  appointed  on  Ist  of  March  1 8 8 3 . 
Mr  Teran  was  one  of  the  best  qualified  men  for  this  post 
that  the  province  possessed,  he  had  been  professor  in  the 
same  establishment,  where  he  taught  history  and  geography 
with  great  success,  and  had  uccupied  other  important  posts 
in  secondary  and  normal  education.  His  Rectorship  was 
remarkable  for  the  discipline  which  he  managed  to  esta- 
blish and  implant  in  the  College,  making  the  establishment 
a true  model  from  this  point  of  view. 

Mr.  Teran,  on  account  of  reasons  which  he  expressed  in 
a note  of  the  4th  of  July  1887,  directed  to  His  Excellency  the 
Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  tendered  his  resignation  in 
terms  which  do  him  honour. 

In  his  place  on  the  1 3th  of  August  1887  Dr.  Javier  J. 
Frias  was  appointed  Rector,  who  notwithstanding  his  ex- 
cellent qualifications,  and  his  best  desires,  could  scarcely 
preserve  the  College  in  the  high  state  in  which  he  found 
it  when  he  took  charge  of  it.  Having  died  a short 
time  afterwards  on  the  3rd  of  Sept.  1888  he  was  succeeded 
by  Dr.  Santos  Lopez  who  was  appointed  on  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember of  the  same  year. 
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The  Rectorship  of  Dr.  Lopez  contiuued  only  till  the  3oth 
of  June  1890  when  he  resigned,  having  accepted  the  posts 
of  Minister  of  Finance  and  of  Public  Instruction  for  the 
Province. 

By  his  suggestion  important  repairs  were  made  in  the 
edifice,  and  the  work  of  enlarging  same  commenced,  which 
would  have  given  greater  accomodation  to  all  its  divisions, 
establishing  some  new  ones,  for  example  those  of  gymnas- 
tic and  military  exercises,  but  the  economical  crisis  of  1890 
intervened  and  the  Government  ordered  the  suppression  of 
these  works. 

Dr.  Lopez  managed  also  to  endow  the  Chemical  Labo- 
ratory with  a great  number  of  apparatus  and  utensils,  and 
substances  brought  directly  from  Germany,  with  which  this 
department  took  such  an  extension,  and  continued  working 
with  due  authorisation  of  the  Provincial  Chemical  office, 
and  it  may  safely  be  said  that  outside  of  the  capital  there 
is  no  better  provided  Laboratory.  On  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
Lopez  which  place  on  the  3oth  of  July  1890,  Dr.  Fran- 
cisco Marina  who  now  holds  the  post,  was  appointed. 

The  National  College  of  Tucuman  has  always  been  re- 
markable for  its  teaching  staff,  generally  composed  of  very 
competent  persons,  of  good  social  standing  connected  with 
the  principal  families  of  the  country,  a circumstance  which 
has  allowed  it  to  maintain  the  most  perfect  harmony  with 
its  Directors,  contributing  as  a powerful  factor  for  the 
maintenance  of  discipline  and  for  the  intellectual  and  moral 
advancement  of  the  pupils. 


76 


Number  of  pupils  matriculated  in  the  Establishment 
since  its  foundation. 


YEARS 


STU- 

DENTS 


i 865  

1866  

1867  

1868  ' 

1869  

1870  

1871  

1872  

1873  

'874 

1875  

1876  

1877  

1878  

1879  

Bring  forward 


8 1 
1 o 5 

92 

69 

95 

1 14 
144 
1 53 
1 90 
154 
1 6 7 
172 
1 5 1 
1 1 7 

9 3 


1 8 9 


YEARS 


Brought  forward. 


, 1880. 

1881. 

1882. 
1 883  . 
1884. 
1 885. 

1886. 

1887. 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 
1891 
1892. 


Total 


Number  of  pupils  matriculated  in  the  Preparatory  School 


Year  1879 
» 1880 

» 1881 

» 1 8 8 3 


e Preparatory 

28 

pupils 

27 

» 

1 7 

» 

18 

» 

90 

pupils 

STU- 

DENTS 


1897 

88 
79 
78 
1 o 7 
I O I 

i i 5 
1 3 2 
1 38 
141 
124 
1 3 9 
148 
94 


3 373 


In  the  yeai'  1888,  22  pupils  matriculated  in  tlie  night  school. 


Number  of  pupils  who  took  the  degree  of  « bachelor » 
in  the  establishment  since  its  foundation  : 1 7 i . 

Number  of  students  who  matriculated  in  the  Faculty 
of  Law  : 1 3 1 . 


Library 


SECTION 

WORKS 

VOLUMES 

I 

Law 

6 5 9 

2 

Political  Economy 

53 

3 

Dictionaries 

48 

4 

Encyclopaedias 

98 

5 

Argentine  Literature 

40 

6 

Spanish  Literature 

42 

7 

English  Literature 

70 

8 

French  Literature 

244 

9 

Ancient  Literature 

7 1 

I 0 

Grammar 

2 0 

J I 

Religiou 

29 

I 2 

Geography 

5 6 

i 3 

History 

2 5 5 

14 

Fine  Arts 

1 0 

i 5 

Philosophy 

1 3 1 

i 6 

Natural  History 

1 9 3 

i 7 

Medicine 

1 6 

i 8 

Agronomy 

6 2 

1 9 

Pure  Mathematics 

56 

2 0 

Applied  Mathematics 

44 

2 I 

Chemistry 

6 2 

2 2 

Physics 

2 2 

23 

Miscellany 

1 74 

24 

Orliciai  Publications 

35 

T OTAL 
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NATIONAL  COLLEGE  OF  MENDOZA 


This  Establishment  was  founded  on  the  20th  of  March, 
i 865,  during  the  Administration  of  General  B.  Mitre,  and 
placed  under  the  direction  of  M.  .1.  Zapata  an  experienced 
educationist. 

This  was  one  of  the  first  public  buildings  erected  in  the 
new  City  which  was  to  replace  the  one  that  had  recently 
been  totally  destroyed  by  a dreadful  earthquake.  At  first 
there  were  two  sections,  a primary  for  elementary  classes 
and  a second  for  higher  classes  according  to  the  plan  of 
studies  for  the  National  Colleges.  There  were  also  boarders 
who  lived  in  the  College,  some  of  whom  (becas)  were 
sustained  by  the  Government.  This  system  was  abolished 
later  on  as  the  genera!  one  for  the  National  Colleges  be- 
came altered.  The  School  annexed  was  also  transposed  to 
other  primary  and  normal  establishments. 

The  Rector  Zapata  died  in  November,  1869,  and  was 
succeeded  by  the  late  Franklin  Villanueva,  who  resigned  in 
March,  1873.  His  successor  was  the  American  Educatio- 
nist, Professor  A.  Pressinger  who  was  called  from  the  neigh- 
boring province  of  San  Juan,  to  take  charge  of  this  College 
the  Rectorship  of  which  however  he  resigned  in  1 8 7 5 . He 
was  succeeded  by  Engineer  F.  J.  Godoy  who  also  resigned 
in  1886,  the  Vice-Rector  A.  Biritos  remaining  in  charge 
till  the  arrival  of  the  new  Rector,  P.  J.  Ortiz  who  howerer 
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resigned  before  the  commencement  of  the  scholastic  year 
of  1877.  The  Vice-Rector  A.  Biritos  was  then  named 
Rector  and  since  then  the  College  has  been  under  his 
charge. 

The  Administration  and  the  Teaching  Staff  of  the  Colle- 
ge, consist  of  the  Rector,  the  Vice-Rector,  1 6 Professors 
and  4 other  employees  who  care  for  the  various  scientific 
cabinets,  etc.,  and  the  general  order  and  discipline  of  the 
establishment.  The  College  has  been  favorably  judged  by 
the  Inspectors  who  have  from  time  to  time  visited  it.  The 
discipline  and  internal  government  of  the  College,  is  that 
which  is  ordained  by  the  Regulations  common  to  all  the 
National  Colleges  of  the  Republic.  The  number  of  students 
has  increased  annually,  it  is  now  1 3 g . However,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  hear  in  mind,  that  this  is  a city  of  only  2 5, 000 
inhabitants,  in  which  there  is  also  a Normal  School  for 
men. 

The  College  is  situated  to  the  west  of  the  town  , in  a 
healthy  but  not  very  convenient  spot,  and  occupies  a sur- 
face of  14,544  metres.  When  this  edifice  was  built,  as 
has  already  been  alluded  to,  the  inhabitants  of  Mendoza, 
were  still  suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  horrible  catas- 
trophe which  had  overthrown  their  city.  The  consequence 
was  that  this  building  was  erected  without  paying  much 
regard  to  architectural  beauty,  but  rather  with  the  object  of 
resisting  other  earthquakes.  The  result  is  that  the  ground 
floor  edifice  is  somewhat  ugly,  but  the  yards,  courts,  halls 
and  store  rooms  are  large,  airy  and  commodious.  The  Co- 
llege is  properly  supplied  with  American  school  furniture, 
each  scholar  having  his  own  desk  and  bench. 

The  Rector  and  the  Professors  endeavor  as  much  as 
as  they  can  to  put  in  practice  the  most  approved  modern 
theories  of  pedagogy,  so  that  harmonious  relations  may  exist 
between  teachers  and  scholars.  Corporal  punishment  was 
banished  from  the  College  during  the  Rectorship  of  Profes- 
sor Pressinger,  and  a more  humane  and  wiser  system  adop- 
ted, which  up  to  the  present,  has  given  the  best  results. 
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The  College  possesses  a Library  containing  3.6 11 
mes,  for  the  use  of  prolessors  and  students. 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled  and  of  Graduates, 
from  1865  up  to  1892. 


YEARS 

I 

11 

III 

IV 

■v 
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k 

V5  y 
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3 0 

3 0 
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1 7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

43 
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1 4 

1 5 

I I 

— 

— 

— 

40 

1868 

1 4 

1 2 

/ 

8 

— 

— 

4 1 

1869 

1 3 

1 5 

■4 

I I 

6 

— 

5g 

1870 

1 7 

2 1 

8 

I I 

3 

— 

6 0 

1871 

2 2 

1 5 

1 4 

/ 

9 

— 

67 

1872 

37 

1 0 

7 

8 

4 

— 

6 6 

1873 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■874 

2 6 

1 6 

6 

5 

6 

— 

59 

1875 

1 8 

1 1 

6 

5 

5 

5 

5 0 

1876 

2 6 

1 1 

6 

4 

2 

3 

5 2 

1 8 7 7 

38 

2 2 

1 1 

6 

8 

1 

86 

1878 

62 

1 8 

20 

9 

— 

5 

1 1 4 

1 8 7 9 

42 

24 

1 8 

1 0 

8 

— 

I 0 2 

1880 

28 

1 7 

I I 

8 

7 

5 

70 

1881 

2 5 

1 3 

8 

5 

7 

6 

04 

1882 

23 

i 5 

7 

6 

7 

4 

6 2 

1883  

18 

1 4 

9 

6 

6 

5 

5 8 

1 884 

2 2 

6 

1 3 

6 

0 

r 

57 

i885 

39 

1 7 

8 

1 1 

5 

5 

8 5 

1886 

3 1 

28 

9 

5 

1 0 

8 

9 1 

1887 

3 2 

2 5 

1 8 

6 

4 

7 

9 2 

1888 

42 

2 0 

2 5 

1 3 

6 

7 

1 1 3 

1889 

40 

23 

2 O 

1 8 

9 

6 

1 1 6 

1890 

40 

2 I 

2 1 

1 8 

1 5 

5 

1 2 0 

1891 

49 

23 

24 

i 6 

■ 4 

9 

1 3 5 

1892 

49 

3 i 

2 3 

1 7 

1 8 

— 

1 38 

Total 

823 

4DO 

324 

2 1 9 

I 64 

86 

2 0 7 6 

NATIONAL  COLLEGE  OF  SAN  JUAN 


A love  for  knowledge  has  always  characterized  the  people 
of  San  Juan,  so  it  is  not  strange  that  long  before  the  be- 
neficent action  of  the  National  authorities  made  itself  felt, 
there  were  in  existence  and  tolerably  well  attendet,  both 
public  and  private  schools,  besides  those  in  the  various 
convents  and  monasteries.  These  schools  however  taught 
little  more  than  the  most  rudimentary  elements. 

With  the  increase  of  civilization,  the  thirst  for  knowledge 
became  greater,  so  that  in  i 8 6 3 , the  Government  founded 
a Preparatory  College  or  High  School;  which  was  installed 
on  a site  belonging  to  the  Merced  convent,  measuring  i 2 . 5 o o 
metres,  3 , 1 2 5 of  which  were  covered  by  the  building  and 
placed  under  the  direction  of  P.  Alvarez,  a very  competent 
educationist.  This  establishment  continued  very  satisfactorily 
for  two  years,  when  on  the  9th  of  December  1864  the  Na- 
tional College  was  created;  the  Preparatory  College  became 
the  property  of  the  National  Government,  and  on  the  1 5th 
of  March,  1 8 6 5 , the  National  College  of  San  Juan  was 
duly  inaugurated  with  P.  Alvarez  for  Rector. 

Very  poorly  off  in  the  beginning  as  far  as  text  books, 
furniture,  apparatus,  etc.,  are  concerned,  year  by  year  it 
has  increased  in  importance,  until  at  last,  it  has  become 
one  of  the  most  important  educational  establishments  in  the 
Republic.  This  of  course  hast  not  been  brought  about 
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without  a great  deal  of  assiduous  labor  on  the  part  of  the 
Rector  and  Professors,  to  which  the  National  Government 
has  to  a certain  extent  corresponded.  A new  building  has 
been  erected,  ( 1874),  a Cabinet  of  Natural  Philosophy 
and  another  of  Natural  History  have  been  formed,  a Chemi- 
cal Laboratory  of  great  importance,  in  fact  one  of  the  best 
in  the  country,  has  been  built,  a valuable  library  has  been 
founded,  and  many  other  advantages  have  been  secured 
including  class  furniture  of  the  most  approved  pattern,  edu- 
cational apparatus,  maps,  etc.,  etc.,  according  to  the  latest 
requirements  of  pedagogical  science. 

At  the  beginning  there  were  boarders  some  of  whom 
(becas)  were  supported  by  the  Government,  but  all  that 
has  been  changed  and  now  the  College  restricts  itself  to 
teaching  students  and  not  feeding  and  lodging  more  or  less 
deserving  paupers. 

For  a long  time  the  National  College  of  San  Juan  was 
considered  one  of  the  best  in  the  whole  country,  and  this 
reputation  is  sustained  by  the  great  number  of  its  alumni 
who  are  at  this  moment  occupying  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant posts,  public  and  private  in  the  Republic.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  mention  names , suffice  it  to  say,  that 
they  are  seen  in  the  National  Capital,  and  in  most  of  the 
other  Provinces. 

In  1882  Rector  Alvarez  was  duly  retired  and  pensioned. 
He  was  succeded  by  S.  Araoz  who  had  been  professor  in 
the  establishment  from  the  very  beginning,  who  continued  in 
office  till  September,  1892,  when  G.  Segovia  became  Rector. 

From  what  has  been  said  we  are  right  in  declaring  that 
the  28  years  of  existence  of  this  college,  have  been  prolific 
in  good  results. 

Although  there  has  been  considerable  fluctuation  in  the 
number  of  scholars  matriculated  in  this  College,  yet  the 
number  has  steadily  increased  from  the  commencement.  The 
system  of  discipline,  order,  &c,  is  the  same  as  that  ado- 
pted for  all  the  National  Colleges.  The  attendance  of  the 
scholars  is  satisfactory  as  the  following  tables  show. 
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The  College  occupies  an  edifice  built  on  purpose  for  it, 
which  consists  of  i 8 rooms,  8 serve  as  class  rooms,  4 for 
the  cabinets,  and  laboratory,  2 for  offices,  1 for  the  Li- 
brary, and  the  others  for  store  rooms,  porter,  &c.  It  also 
possesses  two  large  courts  and  a very  large  orchard  where 
the  students  can  find  relaxation  after  their  arduous  scho- 
lastic duties. 


Number  of  pupils  matriculated,  from  the  year  1865  up  to  1892 


YEARS 

Ist 

2d 

3 th 

4th 

5 th 

6th 

TOTAL 

1 8 6 5 

46 

46 

1866 

40 

3 0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

70 

1867 

2 0 

3 1 

1 7 

— 

— 

— 

68 

1868 

27 

1 9 

1 6 

I 2 

• — 

— 

■ 74 

1869 

39 

2 O 

1 7 

1 3 

1 3 

— 

I 02 

1870 

47 

37 

I I 

1 3 

3 

— 

I 0 I 

1871 

33 

24 

1 3 

I I 

5 

— 

86 

1872 

37 

32 

1 9 

9 

9 

- — 

1 0 6 

1873 

46 

2 8 

2 O 

2 O 

9 

— 

123 

1874 

34 

32 

2 I 

1 7 

1 8 

— 

12  2 

1875 

52 

33 

24. 

9 

1 3 

1 9 

1 5 0 

1876 

53 

2 I 

1 7 

I 2 

4 

9 

i i 6 

'877  

6 1 

1 7 

i 5 

6 

I O 

4 

1 1 3 

1878 

42 

2 2 

1 0 

1 2 

3 

6 

93 

1879 

58 

2 I 

14 

1 0 

I I 

5 

1 1 9 

1680 

2 6 

18 

6 

6 

4 

4 

64 

1881 

5 0 

2 2 

7 

9 

9 

9 

1 06 

1882 

46 

25 

1 9 

5 

6 

8 

1 09 

1 883 

2 3 

27 

1 3 

14 

3 

3 

1 0 3 

1884 

46 

2 2 

1 3 

1 1 

1 2 

0 

1 0 6 

1 885  

5 1 

1 9 

1 5 

1 2 

14 

8 

1 1 9 

1886 

41 

2 2 

2 0 

1 1 

6 

6 

1 0 6 

1887 

2 6 

23 

1 5 

1 1 

4 

6 

86 

1888 

27 

1 3 

1 2 

7 

1 2 

5 

76 

1889 

18 

2 O 

1 0 

7 

6 

9 

70 

1890 

27 

I 2 

1 8 

8 

7 

6 

78 

1891 

63 

2 I 

I O 

14 

7 

7 

12  2 

1892 

47 

29 

1 3 

9 

1 2 

— 

I I O 

86 


Number  of  graduates,  from  the  year  1869  up  to  1891* 


YEARS 

NUMBER 

OF  PUPILS 

YEARS 

NUMBER 

OF  PUPILS 

i 8 6 q 

I 5 

1881 

9 

1870 

3 

1882 

1871  

5 

1 8 8 3 

1872 

9 

1884 

1873  

9 

1 8 8 5 

6 

1874 

— 

1886 

4 

i 87  5 

1 9 

( 1887 

5 

1876 

1 1 

1 1888 

5 

1877 

1 1 

i88q 

8 

1878 

1 6 

I 8 Q 0 

6 

1870 

5 

I 8 Q I 

1 3 

1880 

9 

1802 

— 

Library  — Number  of  Works 


Ner 

SECTIONS 

WORKS 

VOLUMES 

1“ 

Social  Science  & Law 

123 

2 2 3 

2 a 

Philosophical  & Theological 

70 

109 

3“ 

History  and  Geography 

144 

379 

4a 

Mathematics  & Natural  Science 

1 57 

2 2 3 

5“ 

Fine  Arts  and  Humanities 

I 89 

3 0 8 

6a 

Encyclopaedias  & Dictionaries 

227 

853 

7 

Atlases  and  Maps 

— 

— 

8a 

Reviews 

— 

2159 

Total 

9 i 0 

4254 

COLEGIQ  NACIONAL  0E  SANLUIS 
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NATIONAL  COLLEGE  OF  SAN  LUIS 


The  National  College  in  San  Luis,  was  founded  during 
the  Administration  of  President  Sarmiento,  when  Dr.  Ave- 
llaneda  was  Minister  of  Educacion.  Since  that  time  it  is 
impossible  to  overestimate  the  beneficent  services,  it  has  ren- 
dered to  the  Province.  Before  its  existence,  there  were  but 
a very  few  insignificant  primary  schools  in  which  very 
litle  indeed  could  be  learned.  Now  however  the  case  is 
different,  the  youth  of  San  Luis  without  distinction  of  clas- 
ses, eagerly  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  offered  by 
this  institution.  More  than  700  pupil  have  passed  though 
its  portals,  many  of  whom  finished  satisfactorily  the  entire 
course  of  studies,  and  have  dedicated  themselves  to  Uni- 
versity  careers,  or  to  others  no  less  important  and  useful, 
which  without  the  help  of  the  National  College  of  San 
Luis,  they  could  not  have  done. 

It  is  evident,  from  what  has  been  said,  that  the  crea- 
tion of  this  establishment  was  hailed  with  enthusiastic  joy 
by  the  inhabitants  of  San  Luis.  The  hopes  then  formed 
have  not  been  deceived,  for  in  every  profession,  trade,  ca- 
lling or  walk  in  life  are  its  alumni  to  be  found,  a credit 
to  the  institution  from  which  they  have  acquired  the  prin- 
ciples which  have  made  them  such  useful  members  of  so- 
cietv. 

The  College  commenced  with  40  boys  in  the  first  year, 


and  140  in  the  graded  school  annexed  to  the  College  at 
that  time.  The  course  of  studies  was  the  same  as  that 
adopted  for  all  the  National  Colleges. 

In  1876  a Normal  Course  was  established,  with  a spe- 
cial programme  of  studies,  and  the  Graded  School  before 
mentioned,  as  the  School  of  Application.  The  classes  with 
the  exception  of  that  of  Pedagogy  were  attended  by  all  the 
students.  Twenty-six  teachers  were  produced,  most  of  whom 
are  now  exercising  their  profession,  some  in  the  College, 
others  in  the  city  and  Province,  some  in  other  Pro- 
vinces and  some  in  the  National  Capital.  These  classes 
however  were  closed  when  in  1887  the  Normal  School  for 
them  was  opened. 

The  teaching  staff  of  the  College  is  laborious,  competent 
and  assiduous;  the  relations  between  the  teachers  and  scholars 
are  properly  respectful  and  cordial,  the  system  of  teaching 
adopted  being  both  theoretical  and  practical. 
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NATIONAL  COLLEGE  OF  SAN  LUIS 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled,  from  1869  up  to  1892 


YEARS 

I 

II 

III 

I~V 

"V 

VI 

TOTAL 

1869 

40 

40 

1870 

28 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

42 

1871 

24 

18 

6 

— 

— 

— 

48 

1872 

2 8 

2 0 

9 

— 

— 

— 

57 

1873 

i 5 

9 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

35 

1874- 

< 7 

7 

6 

7 

— • 

— 

37 

1 875 

24 

7 

6 

6 

— 

— 

43 

1876 

37 

9 

5 

8 

— 

— 

59 

1877 

2 Q 

28 

7 

8 

— 

— 

7 2 

1878 

27 

O 7 

2 1 

8 

— 

— 

83 

1870 

27 

1 7 

1 3 

1 5 

8 

— 

80 

1880 

36 

18 

1 2 

8 

6 

5 

87 

1881 

4i 

24 

5 

5 

4 

5 

84 

1882 

53 

2 I 

1 3 

3 

4 

— 

94 

1 883 

43 

34 

1 2 

9 

3 

2 

1 0 3 

1884 

37 

2 5 

23 

7 

8 

2 

I 0 2 

i885 

38 

2 6 

I 0 

1 2 

5 

6 

97 

1886 

34 

24 

1 0 

6 

7 

5 

86 

1887 

28 

I 9 

1 3 

5 

5 

6 

76 

1888 

24 

19 

14 

1 1 

6 

2 

76 

00 

00 

O 

2 0 

1 3 

2 0 

1 1 

9 

5 

78 

I 8 Q 0 

9 

I 4 

1 0 

1 5 

I I 

8 

67 

1891 

45 

I I 

9 

6 

1 3 

9 

93 

1892 

2 6 

23 

/ 

9 

7 

— 

72 

Total 

730 

427 

2 A 2 

1 5 9 

96 

55 

1689 

00 


NATIONAL  COLLEGE  OF  SAN  LUIS 


YEARS 

GRADUATES 

YEARS 

GRADUATES 

1880 

4 

Brounght  forward 

1 8 

1881 

3 

1882 

1887 

6 

1 8 8 3 

0 

1888. 

1884 

2 

1889 

6 

1 8 8 5 

4 

8 

1886 

3 

1891 

14 

Bring  forward 

1 8 

Total 

54 

Library 


SECTIONS 

WORKS 

VOLUMES 

Social  Seience  & Law 

1 9 

37 

Philosophy  & Theology 

2 I 

2 6 

History  and  Geography 

40 

74 

Natural  Science  & Mathematics 

80 

I 2 2 

Literature  and  Fine  Arts 

70 

87 

Encyclopaedias  & Dictionaries 

I 2 

36 

Atlases  and  Maps 

43 

43 

Reviews 

55 

7 ■ 

Total 

340 

496 

NATIONAL  COLLEGE  OF  CATAMARCA 


The  National  College  at  Catamarca  was  created  by  a 
decree  of  the  National  Government,  bearing  date  Dec.  9tb 
1864.  It  was  first  installed  in  a private  house  where  it 
continued  for  two  years.  It  was  afterwards  removed  to  the 
Municipal  Hall,  a more  commodious  building.  In  the  mean- 
time (1868-9)  part  of  an  ancient  monastery  had  been 
rebuilt,  repaired  and  placed  in  conditions  to  serve  as  the 
local  habitation  for  the  National  College.  A Mining  Depart- 
ment and  Mineralogical  Museum  were  also  added,  for  the 
study  of  Geology,  Mineralogy  and  the  cognate  sciences.  In 
1871  a graded  school  was  established  in  a wing  of  the 
edifice  specially  built  for  that  purpose.  Such  a school  was 
very  much  wanted,  inasmuch  as  nothing  of  the  kind 
existed;  and  the  National  College  was  in  danger  of  remaining 
without  students,  for  there  was  no  place  for  boys  to  receive 
the  scholastic  preparation  necessary  for  entering  its  classes. 

Ten  years  afterwards  the  National  Government  founded 
a course  of  higher  studies,  embracing  the  art  of  essaying 
minerals,  &c,  Chemical  Analysis,  Metallurgy,  &c.,  &c. 

The  establishment  of  this  College  has  produced  a great 
change  for  the  better  in  the  educational  condition  of  the 
Province.  Public  interest  has  been  awakened,  popular  com- 
mittees named,  and  every  where  schools  have  been  erected, 
including  a girls’  school  in  the  city. 


At  its  installation  this  College  received  a very  valuable 
collection  of  text  books.  Later  on  it  was  enriched  with 
Cabinets  of  Natural  History  and  Philosophy,  and  a Che- 
mical Laboratory  properly  supplied  with  apparatus,  machi- 
nes, &c,  &c,  in  fact  all  necessary  elements. 

The  following  tables  give  the  number  of  students  who 
have  attended  the  classes  of  the  College. 

As  far  as  the  edifice  is  concerned,  although,  as  has  been 
already  stated,  it  was  a tumble-down  old  monastery,  it 
has  been  rebuilt  and  repaired  in  such  a way  that  the  monks 
of  old  would  no  longer  recognize  it,  for  although  it  is 
severely  simple,  it  yet  possesses  a certain  air  of  elegance, 
both  outside  and  inside.  It  consists  of  five  large  halls  whe- 
rein are  installed  the  library,  the  offices  for  the  Rector, 
Secretary,  &c,  the  Cabinets  and  some  classes.  Five  other 
halls  not  so  large  are  also  used  for  classes.  The  College 
occupies  a / site  which  measures  6g  metres  front  and  128 
metres  deep. 


Number'  of  pupils  enrolled,  from  1S65  up  to  1892 


YEARS 

NUMBER 

OF  PUPILS 

- YEARS 

NUMBER 

OF  PUPILS 

1 8 6 5 

45 

Brought  forward 

947 

1866 

57 

l880 

8 1 

1868 

1881 

40 

1882 

5 5 

56 

1 883  

37 

1884 

48 

1872 

5 9 

1 8 8 5 

48 

1873 

7 3 

1886  . 

62 

I874 

1887 

1888 

1876 

8 1 

i88q 

65 

l877 

1878 

68 

1891 

55 

I879 

63 

74 

Bring  forward 

947 

Total  

17  2 0 

NATIONAL  COLLEGE  OF  LA  RIOJA 


On  February  7th  1870,  President  Sarmiento  founded  the 
National  College  in  the  city  of  La  Rioja.  The  organization 
and  direction  of  the  new  Institute  were  confided  to  Pro- 
fessor Parkins.  The  building,  which  was  erected  for  the 
purpose  by  the  National  Government,  occupies  an  extensive 
site  in  the  centre  of  the  city  and  has  a frontage  on  two 
streets. 

The  Principals  who  succeeded  Professor  Parkins  were: 
Senores  Fermin  Merchante,  Angel  Ruiz,  Alfredo  Sanchez 
Ossorio  and  Pedro  A.  Capdevila,  the  present  Director. 

The  College  library  contains  326  volumes.  The  Institu- 
te possesses  laboratories  and  cabinets  of  Natural  History  and 
Physical  Science.  Extensive  use  is  made  of  the  small  but 
select  library  by  the  professors  and  students. 

The  laboratories  and  cabinets  are  powerful  aids  in  the 
teaching  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Natural  History,  and 
have  contributed  materially  to  the  development  of  the  expe- 
rimental method  which  has  been  adopted  in  the  Institute. 
Many  of  the  former  students  of  this  College  are  now  esta- 
blished in  different  parts  of  the  Republic  as  members  of 
the  liberal  professions,  others  are  devoted  to  mercantile  and 
industrial  pursuits. 
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Attendance  and  number  of  graduates  from  1874 
to  1892  inclusive. 


YEARS 

ATTEN- 

DANCE 

GRADUA- 

TES 

YEARS 

ATTEN- 

DANCE 

GRADUA- 
TES . 

1874  

28 

Brought  Forward. 

565 

29 

1875  

3 0 

1884 

6 2 

42 

4 

1 8 8 5 

54 

6 

6 1 

I 

1886 

5 7 

1878 

78 

4 

1887  

5 2 

6 

68 

1888  

46 

3 

7 0 

1889 

44 

3 

1881 

6 1 

8 

I89O 

46 

5 

1882 

5 

I89I 

6 0 

6 

i 8 8 3 

62 

7 

5 0 

Bring  Forward. 

565 

29 

Total 

1 0 3 6 

6 1 

0011 II  11  Wil 


COLEGIO  NACIONAL  OE  SALTA 


NATIONAL  COLLEGE  OF  SALTA 


This  Institute  was  founded  by  a decree  of  the  National 
Government,  dated  December  gth  1864,  and  inaugurated 
in  March  of  the  ensuing  year. 

It  was  originally  intended  to  include  a boarding-school, 
but  this  department  was  finally  abolished  in  this  College  as 
well  as  in  all  similar  establishments  throughout  the  Repu- 
blic. The  tuition  in  the  National  Colleges  founded  in  each 
of  the  Provinces  and  in  the  Capital  being  practically  free, 
as  the  pupils  only  pay  a nominal  fee,  it  was  not  consi- 
dered right  to  burden  the  tax-payers  also  with  the  cost  of 
boarding.  Considerations  of  another  kind  contributed  at  the 
same  time  to  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

During  the  long  period  of  27  years  that  has  elapsed, 
since  this  Institute  was  founded,  it  has  been  the  means  of 
of  spreading  over  all  the  Province  of  Salta  the  benefits  of 
a liberal  education.  A large  number  of  the  foremost  citi- 
zens of  Salta  have  graduated  in  this  Institute.  Most  of  the 
prominent  men  in  various  walks  of  life:  lawyers,  physicians, 
engineers  and  land-surveyors  now  established  in  the  Provin- 
ce, have  been  educated  in  the  College.  The  recent  develop- 
ment of  industrial  enterprises,  cattle  farming,  agriculture,  &c, 
may  be  traced  directly  to  the  influence  of  the  youth  who 
have  acquired  their  knowledge  of  physical  science  in  the 
laboratories  of  this  Institute. 


The  college  building  was  erected  expressly  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  it  is  one  of  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  the  Repu- 
blic; it  covers  a considerable  area  the  site  of  an  old 
convent.  The  library  contains  5 3 5 volumes. 
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Attendance  and  number  of  graduates  from  1864 
to  1892  inclusive. 


YEARS 

ATTEN- 

DANCE 

GRADUA- 

TES 

1 8 6 5 

47 

1866 

7 1 

— 

1867 

49 

3 

1868 

63 

4 

1869 

64 

2 

1870 

64 

I 2 

1871 

87 

6 

1872 

7 1 

I O 

1873 

73 

5 

1874 

107 

— 

i 875  

8 1 

7 

1876 

9 7 

2 

1877 

73 

3 

1878 

89 

4 

1879 

89 

I 0 

Bring  forward. 

1 1 8 5 

1 

■0 

j CO 

YEARS 

ATTEN- 

DANCE 

GRADUA- 

TES 

Brought  forward . 

1 1 85 

78 

1880 

98 

i 3 

1881 

I 04 

1 1 

1882 

9i 

6 

1 8 8 3 

9 2 

3 

1884 

94 

7 

1 8 8 5 

96 

9 

1886 

1 0 7 

I 0 

1887 

95 

I I 

1888 

95 

8 

i88q 

79 

9 

I 8 Q 0 

89 

I 0 

00 

0 

1 00 

I I 

1892 

73 

— 

TOTAL 

2 33  8 

176 

The  graduates  in  1892  are  not  included  as  the  returns 
were  forwarded  before  the  examinations  of  this  year. 
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Until  within  a comparatively  recent  date  the  common 
schools  provided  for  the  children  of  this  Province  were  few 
and  inefficient.  Trained  teachers  were  not  to  be  obtained 
as  the  inducements  held  out  were  insufficient  to  attract  them 
to  this  remote  province,  situated  in  the  far  north-west  of 
the  Republic,  and  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  altogether  inadequate  for  the  purpose  of  foun- 
ding and  supporting  a school  which  might  provide  tea- 
chers trained  within  the  limits  of  the  province  itself. 

The  first  school  of  any  importance  established  in  this 
Province  owed  its  existence  to  the  noble  efforts  of  General 
Belgrano,  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  national  independence, 
who  bore  the  expenses  of  the  school  out  of  his'  own  pri- 
vate means.  General  Belgrano  made  over  to  this  school  a 
sum  of  money  voted  to  him  by  the  Constituent  Assembly 
of  1 8 1 3 , as  a public  recognition  of  his  services,  and  the 
interest  of  this  fnnd  is  still  devoted  to  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  destined  by  the  illustrions  and  patriotic 
founder  of  the  school. 

This  noble  example  was  not  lost  on  the  citizens  of  Jujuy 
who  by  their  personal  exertions,  aided  by  the  Government 
of  the  Province,  succeeded  in  establishing  a number  of 
Primary  Schools.  These  were,  however,  far  below  the  wants 
of  the  population.  - 
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The  first  High  School  founded  in  the  city  of  Jujuy  was 
a Female  Institute  which  was  established  by  the  exertious 
of  Rev.  Escolastico  Zegada,  Vicar  General  of  the  Province, 
in  the  year  1 8 5 8 . With  the  object  of  obtaining  trained 
female  teachers  for  the  common  schools,  the  Government 
of  the  Province  founded  a number  of  scholarships  in  this 
school,  imposing  the  condition  that  the  young  women  who 
availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  should  remain  in  the 
school  until  they  had  attained  sufficient  proficiency  in  the 
science  and  art  of  teaching  to  undertake  the  direction  of  a 
common  school,  and  that  they  should,  afterwards  serve  as 
teachers,  for  three  years  at  least,  in  the  Provincial  schools. 

This  school  materially  assisted  the  cause  of  common  edu- 
cation in  the  Province  of  Jujuy,  although  its  methods  of 
teaching  were  not  in  accordance  with  the  progress  of  mo- 
dern Pedagogics,  and  the  number  of  trained  teachers  it 
could  produce  was  altogether  inadequate  to  the  educational 
wants  of  the  Province. 

In  1864,  the  same  Rev.  Vicar  Zegada  founded  a High 
School  for  boys,  which  was  placed  under  the  direction  of 
two  French  Paulist  priests.  The  Government  of  the  Province 
also  assigned  an  annual  sum  for  the  support  and  education 
in  this  establishment  of  a number  of  youths  who  should 
be  trained  as  teachers.  After  one  year’s  work  in  the  school, 
the  directors,  who  had  been  expressly  engaged  in  Paris, 
resigned  and  returned  to  France;  the  school  was  conse- 
quently closed. 

The  year  1869  opened  a new  era  for  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation in  the  Province  of  Jujuy.  In  February  of  that  year 
President  Sarmiento  decreed  the  foundation  of  a National 
College  in  the  city  of  Jujuy.  The  Minister  of  Public  Ins- 
truction at  that  time  was  Dr.  Avellaneda.  The  organiza- 
tion and  direction  of  the  new  Institute  were  confided  to 
Dr.  Jose  B.  Barcena. 

This  year,  the  first  of  President  Sarmiento’s  administra- 
tion, was  noted  for  the  establishment  of  no  fewer  than  four 
National  Colleges : those  of  Jujuy,  Salta,  Corrientes  and 
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San  Luis.  Dr.  Barcena  was  efficiently  aided  in  the  work 
of  organizing  the  Institute  by  professors  Graz  and  Echazii. 

During  the  period  of  24  years  that  has  elapsed  since 
this  College  was  inaugurated,  the  Institute  has  had  the  good 
fortune  to  secure  the  services  of  successive  Principals  who 
have  all  been  noted  as  zealous  and  efficient  educationalists. 
Dr.  Barcena  directed  the  College  until  the  year  1 8 7 5 ; his 
successors  were : Professor  Raul  Legout  until  December 
1878,  Senor  Placido  S.  de  Bustamante  until  February  1880, 
Professor  Benjamin  Villafane  until  1891  and  Senor  Pablo 
Carrillo,  the  present  Director. 

This  Institute  is  especially  noted  for  the  strict  discipline 
and  order  which  it  maintains.  During  the  whole  period  of 
its  existence  not  a single  flagrant  breach  of  discipline 
calling  for  the  expulsion  of  the  offender  is  recorded. 

The  College  library  contains  2,1 5 1 volumes;  the  rea- 
ding-room is  open  to  the  public  and,  besides  the  professors 
and  students,  many  of  the  citizens  of  Jujuy  avail  themsel- 
ves of  the  privilege  of  consulting  the  valuable  works  which 
the  library  contains. 

The  College  was  first  established  in  a house  originally 
intended  for  a private  residence.  In  the  year  1870  it  was 
removed  to  a suitable  building  erected  for  the  purpose  by 
the  Government  of  the  Province.  In  1884  this  building 
was  ceded  to  the  Female  Normal  School  and  the  National 
College  was  removed  to  the  new  premises  which  it  now 
occupies. 

During  a series  of  years,  Elementary  classes  were  atta- 
ched to  the  regular  College  Course;  a large  number  of 
children  attended  these  clases,  but  they  are  not  included  in 
the  appended  table  of  attendance  which  refers  exclusively  to 
the  higher  course. 

Twenty-one  students  have  graduated  from  this  Institute ; 
but  this  shows  only  a very  small  part  of  the  useful  work 
done  by  the  Institute;  many  of  the  pupils  have  remowed 
to  the  Capital  of  the  Republic  and  have  finished  their  stu- 
dies there.  A very  large  majority  of  the  students  have  not 
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graduated  as  they  did  not  go  through  the  whole  course  of 
study,  having  devoted  their  time  and  energies  to  mercantile 
or  industrial  pursuits  for  which  the  higher  classes  were  not 
supposed  to  give  them  special  facilities.  The  education, 
however,  which  they  received  in  the  College  was  quite 
sufficient  to  make  them  good  and  intelligent  citizens,  and 
to  awaken  in  them  that  thirst  for  knowledge  which  must 
necessarily  distinguish  them  in  their  subsequent  career. 
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Attendance  from  the  year  1869  to  1892  inclusive 


YEARS 

ATTENDANCE 

YEARS 

ATTENDANCE 

i 8 6 q 

2 9 

5 2 2 

1870 

24 

1871 

2 7 

1882 

43 

1872 

3 3 

1 8 8 3 

35 

1873 

i 6 

1884 

39 

1874 

3 0 

1 885  

23 

1875 

5 1 

1886 

2 5 

1876 

63 

1887 

34 

1877 

56 

1888  

36 

1878 

57 

1889 

27 

1879 

45 

I89O 

1 7 

1880 

3 1 

1891 

2 I 

1881 

5 0 

I892 

27 

Bring  forward  

5 2 2 

Total 
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The  Executive  Power  of  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires 
decreed,  February  2 5th  1 8 8 5 , the  foundation  of  an  insti- 
tution for  secondary  studies,  under  the  denomination  of 
« Provincial  College  of  Secondary  Education  »,  in  which  the 
Course  of  studies  and  programmes  of  the  National  Colleges 
were  closely  followed,  so  that  the  National  Government 
would  assimilate  and  recognize  the  certificates  granted  by 
this  establishment  as  a first  step  for  matriculation  in  the 
Universities. 

It  worked  during  three  years  under  the  Provincial  Au- 
thorities, when  on  July  1 8th  1 8 8 8 it  was  raised  to  the 
rank  of  a National  College  depending  on  the  Minister  of 
Education. 

The  teaching  staff  of  the  College  is  composed  of  2 3 
professors.  There  are  also  14  persons  more  employed  in  it: 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Librarian,  Assistants,  Monitors 
and  Servants. 
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Number  of  students  in  each  Course  and  of  graduates. 


YEARS 

COURSE 

TOTAL 

GRADUATES 

I 

II 

Ill 

iv 

V 

VI 

1 885  

5 1 

■ 7 

I 2 

5 

3 

188 

1886 

1 0 2 

43 

2 I 

1 6 

6 

4 

I 92 

4 

OO 

00 

^0 

7 1 

54 

27 

1 8 

20 

8 

1 9 8 

8 

1888 

85 

56 

46 

39 

33 

28 

287 

2 6 

1889 

i 5 2 

68 

54 

48 

3 1 

17 

370 

I 7 

1890 

204 

I 2 0 

70 

44 

40 

3 0 

5 0 8 

2 6 

I 8 q I 

1 0 8 

82 

6 2 

48 

2 3 

1 3 

336 

32 

1892 

7 1 

44 

47 

37 

2 0 

— • 

2 19 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2298 

1 1 3 

The  ground  on  which  the  College  is  built  measures  7200 
square  metres  only  4400  of  which  are  covered  by  the 
building. 

The  Library  contains  3 5 2 volumes  classified  as  follows : 


Mathematics 

Literary  works  in  Spanish,  Latin,  French  and  English 

Geography 

History 

Chemistry,  Nat.  Philosophy  and  Nat.  History  .... 

Medicine  and  Veterinary  Medicine 

Law 

Various 

Official  publications  (National) 

» » (Provincial) 


53  volumes 

1 18  » 

22  » 

34  » 

11  » 

7 » 

4 » 

55  » 

24  » 

24  » 


352  volumes 


Total 
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FRONT  VIEW  OF  THE  EDIFICE 


INTERIOR  VIEW  OF  THE  EDIFICE 
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HIGHER  NORMAL  SCHOOL 

OF  BUENOS  AIRES 


A Normal  School  for  Professors  was  organized  the 
city  of  Buenos  Aires  by  a decree  of  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment, dated  June  1 6th  1874,  which  provided  for  the 
formation  of  two  Normal  Institutions,  one  for  male,  the 
other  for  female  teachers. 

Fifteen  days  later,  on  July  1 st,  the  School  was  inaugu- 
rated with  three  matriculated  students;  and  by  the  end  of 
the  year,  there  were  27  in  the  Normal  Department  and 
107  in  the  School  of  Application  attached. 

From  the  very  beginning,  this  School  had  to  struggle 
against  many  drawbacks,  arising  partly  from  the  lack  of 
competent  teachers , partly  from  the  faulty  preparation  of 
the  students  who  presented  themselves  for  matriculation,  and 
partly  from  the  scarcity  of  money  on  the  part  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Government. 
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From  its  foundation  until  1881,  when  the  school  was 
transferred  to  the  Nation,  the  annual  cost  to  the  Provincial 
Government  was  $ 5o,ooo,  including  free  scholarships 
for  70  students. 

To  compensate  for  the  deficiency  of  preparation,  the 
course  had  to  be  divided  into  three  parts:  ist  the  School 
of  Application;  2nd  the  Preparatory  course;  & 3rd  the 
Normal  course. 

The  School  of  Application  was  organized  on  the  plan  of 
the  existing  elementary  schools,  to  serve  as  a model,  and 
its  course  was  divided  into  four  grades.  The  Preparatory 
School  consisted  of  one  year,  and  was  suppressed  on  the 
federalization  of  the  school  (1881),  by  adding  two  more 
grades  to  the  School  of  Application. 

The  first  plan  of  study  was  adopted  in  1875.  According 
to  it  the  whole  course  comprised  four  years,  and  included 
the  following  subjects  of  education : Pedagogy  ( one  course 
given  in  4 years);  Mathematics,  including  Arithmetic  and 
Algebra,  in  all  the  four  years;  Geometry  in  the  2nd,  3rd 
& 4th;  Trigonometry  in  the  3rd,  and  Topography  in  the  4th; 
Book-keeping  in  3rd;  Spanish  language  in  ist  and  2nd;  Lite- 
rature in  2nd,  3rd  & 4th;  Philosophy  in  the  four  years; 
Politico1  Economy  in  3rd  and  4th;  English,  4 years;  French, 
2 years;  Physics,  Chemistry,  Natural  Elistory  and  Hygiene 
in  the  4 years.  In  addition,  in  each  year,  reading,  writing, 
music,  gymnastics.  Every  three  months  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  were  held  written  and  viva  voce  examinations. 

In  1878,  the  first  graduates  were  passed,  eight  in  number 
and  were  in  mediately  employed  in  the  School  as  Teachers. 

From  that  date  until  1881,  26  graduates  were  received; 
14  with  the  title  of  Upper  Grade  Teachers,  and  10  as 
Elementary  Teachers. 

In  1881,  on  the  federalization  of  the  city  of  Buenos  Aires, 
this  school  was  handed  over  to  the  National  Government ; 
and  at  the  beginning  of  1882,  it  was  re-opened  with  an 
organization  similar  to  that  of  the  Normal  School  of  Pa- 
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The  cost  during  this  second  period  of  seven  years  has 
been  at  the  rate  of  S 2.000  % per  month  for  the  Normal 
Department;  S 900  % for  the  School  of  Application,  and 
$ 1.740  for  free  Scholarships. 

As  mentioned  already,  the  new  plan  of  study  approved 
of  by  decree  of  May  6th  1881,  suppressed  the  preparatory 
course;  the  students  passed  directly  from  the  sixth  grade 
to  the  first  year  of  the  Normal  department;  this  latter  was 
divided  into  two  courses,  the  first  of  four  years  to  obtain 
the  title  of  Normal  Master;  the  second  of  one  year  more 
to  gain  that  of  Normal  Professor. 

In  1888,  the  Director,  Senor  A.  Van  Gelderen,  who 
had  been  at  its  head  since  its  foundation , was  pensioned , 
and  in  his  place  was  named  Dr.  H.  Leguizamon , who 
still  worthily  fills  the  post.  In  the  same  year,  the  school 
removed  into  its  own  comfortable  and  commodious  building 
thus  doing  away  with  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  it  had 
experienced. 

During  the  last  few  years,  special  stress  has  been  laid 
on  physical  training;  and  by  means  of  apparatus  and  instru- 
ments , the  anatomical  and  physiological  conditions  of  each 
student  are  determined  by  a series  of  operations,  called 
« physical  evaluation » — Manual  work  will  be  added  to  the 
curriculum  next  year. 
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70 
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If  we  bear  in  mind  that  the  course  of  each  Normal 
Student  has  lasted  five  years  (because  in  the  first  period. 


there  were  two  preparatory  years),  we  find  the  cost  per 
student  has  been  successively  $ 2285  in  the  first  period; 
$ 3400  in  the  second;  and  § 6000  in  the  third. 

The  total  number  of  graduates  has  been  65,  of  whom 
47  are  normal  professors,  1 6 are  normal  masters,  and  2 
are  sub-preceptors. 

Building  — The  building  cost  the  Treasury  nearly  half 
a million  dollars;  it  has  a superficial  area  of  7119  square 
metres,  and  looks  out  on  three  streets.  There  are  three 
groups  of  buildings  completely  independent.  The  chief  one 
comprises  the  class-rooms,  laboratory,  scientific  departments 
and  a house  for  the  Director.  The  second  comprises  the 
water-closets  for  teachers  and  students,  which  are  so  cons- 
tructed with  every  modern  appliance  for  hygienic  purposes, 
that  they  surpass  even  those  of  the  best  private  families. 
The  third  building  is  the  gymnasium,  which  occupies  an 
area  of  276  square  metres,  and  a volume  of  4692  cubic 
metres  of  air;  it  is  ventilated  thoroughly  by  through  currents 
of  air  above  the  heads  of  the  students,  reaching  from  the 
roof  to  the  top  of  the  doors. 

The  class-rooms  are  lofty,  7 metres,  and  the  ceilings  are 
of  plaster  of  Paris.  The  flooring  is  of  pine,  which  can  be 
constantly  scoured,  like  the  deck  of  a ship,  by  means  of 
water-taps  placed  at  convenient  distances.  The  flooring  of 
the  court  yards,  halls  & passages  is  laid  in  mosaic  work. 
For  the  use  of  the  students,  there  are  lavatories  supplied 
with  constant  water;  and  for  drinking  purposes,  there  are 
filters  on  the  Pasteur  system.  In  a word  the  hygienic  pro- 
perties of  the  school  make  it  a model  establishment,  which 
few  can  rival  on  this  continent. 

The  school  furniture  is  all  of  one  kind,  and  in  accor- 
dance with  the  latest  hygienic  theories.  Both  in  the  Normal 
Department  and  in  the  School  of  Application  the  benches 
used  are  of  the  American  type,  with  one  seat,  folding. 
Each  class-rooms  contains  a large  black-board  hung  on 
pulleys,  a cupoard  with  all  the  appliances  needed  for  the 
subject  taught  in  it,  and  a walunt  desk  for  the  teacher. 
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In  the  School  of  Application,  each  class-room  has  also 
a scholastic  museum,  a Level  collection  of  weights  and 
measures  for  the  metric  system,  and  various  collections  of 
wall  maps  and  Other  objects  for  teaching  reading  by  the 
Argentine  analitical  and  synthetical  methods ; and  also  all 
appliances  for  object  lessons. 

The  Library  and  Scientific  Departments  are  fitted  up  with 
native  cedar  and  walunt  furniture,  and  large  glass  cases 
containing  valuable  collections,  both  of  this  country  and  of 
others',  which  added  to  the  scientific  aparatus,  physical 
instruments  and  chemical  preparations,  enable  the  student 
to  receive  a practical  knowledge  of  there  important  branches 
of  education. 
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HIGHER  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OL  THE  CAPITAL 


Number  of  graduates,  from  1877  up  to  1892 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  MENDOZA 


SIDE  VIEW  OF  EDIFICE 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  MENDOZA 


When  this  city  was  overthrown  by  an  earthquake  in 
the  year  1861,  pecuniary  aid  for  the  survivors,  was  sent 
here  from  all  parts  of  the  Republic  and  from  abroad  ; of 
this  money  certain  sums  had  remained  in  the  possession  of 
the  Government  of  the  Province.  Upon  receiving  the  pro- 
per authorization  from  the  National  Goverment,  it  was 
resolved  that  an  educational  establishment  should  be  erected 
with  those  funds,  the  want  of  such  an  institution  being 
keenly  felt.  To  that  effect  a Committee  was  appointed  and 
the  result  was  that  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1876, 
the  « Escuela  Sarmiento»  was  inaugurated.  Some  time 
afterwards  (1878),  the  school  annexed  to  the  National 
College  and  the  « Escuela  Sarmiento » were  united,  the 
latter  separated  from  local  control,  both  now  depending  on 
the  National  Ministry. 

At  the  request  of  the  Government  of  the  Province,  in 
March,  1879,  the  National  Government  founded  in  the 
« Escuela  Sarmiento  » a Normal  Course,  on  the  same  plan 
as  the  Normal  School  in  Tucuman. 

Since  that  time  this  School  has  given  to  the  country  5 1 
teachers  for  primary  schools,  most  of  whom  are  now  occu- 
ped  in  the  different  scholastic  institutions  in  the  country. 


At  the  beginning  of  last  year,  for  many  very  weighty 
reasons,  it  was  found  convenient  to  form  a Museum  of 
natural  and  artificial  products.  This  idea  was  favorably 
received  both  by  teachers  and  scholars,  who  in  their  res- 
pective capacities  resolved  to  make  the  Museum  a success, 
both  as  a means  of  instruction  as  well  as  a series  of 
interesting  collections.  This  they  certainly  have  achieved 
although  owing  to  a defective  knowledge  of  taxidermy 
and  methods  of  preservation,  some  of  the  objects  have 
deteriorated  or  become  worthless.  On  the  other  hand,  for 
want  of  a proper  technical  knowledge,  many  of  the  vege- 
table and  mineral  collections  were  not  utilized.  However 
the  Society  formed  for  the  cultivation  of  the  Natural 
Sciences,  has  undertaken  to  classify  properly  all  the  di- 
fferent collections,  so  that  before  long  there  will  be  a 
Museum  in  conditions  to  afford  many  and  positive  advan- 
tages to  the  school. 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Normal  Course  and  in  the 
of  Aplication,  from  1878  up  to  1892. 


YEARS 

NORMAL 

COURSE 

SCHOOL 

OF  APLICATION 

TOTAL 

1878 

309 

309 

1879 

2 2 

3 9 1 

4 1 3 

1880 

2 5 

2 04 

2 2 9 

1881 

23 

2 2 9 

2 5 2 

1882 

1 9 

3 1 4 

333 

1 8 8 3 

34 

352 

386 

1884 

33 

3 1 2 

345 

1 8 8 5 

36 

267 

3 0 3 

1886 

34 

245 

279 

1887 

3 2 

2 6 1 

293 

1888 

35 

249 

284 

1889 

3 0 

296 

326 

1890 

47 

327 

374 

1891 

37 

325 

362 

1892 

1 5 

37  1 

386 

TOTAL  

422 

4452 

4874 
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MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  CORDOBA 


This  Normal  School  was  founded  by  a decree  of  the 
National  Government  dated  March  2 3 rd  1886,  and  it  was 
inaugurated  on  the  1 st  of  the  ensuing  April. 

The  Graded  School,  which  had  been  working  in  the 
city  of  Cordoba  for  two  years  previously  under  the  patro- 
nage of  the  Government  of  the  Province,  formed  the  basis 
on  which  the  Normal  Institute  was  established ; owing  to 
this  circumstance  the  new  School  started  with  two  Normal 
courses,  and  the  Graded  School  attached  to  the  Institute 
included  nine  grades  from  the  commencement.  About  two 
hundred  pupils  attended  the  classes  during  the  first  vear. 

The  want  of  an  efficient  staff  of  trained  teachers  was  the 
first  difficulty  with  which  the  new  Institute  had  to  contend. 
The  Director,  Professor  B.  Pagliari,  devoted  special  attention 
to  this  important  point  and  has  succeeded  in  securing  the 
services  of  thoroughly  trained  and  experienced  teachers  for 
both  Departments  of  the  School. 

In  1887  it  became  necessary  to  enlarge  the  premises  in 
which  the  School  was  originally  established.  As  funds  for 
that  purpose  were  not  to  be  obtained  without  great  diffi- 
culty, a house  adjoining  was  rented,  to  which  the  Graded 
School  was  removed. 

The  Institute  is  well  supplied  with  Cabinets  of  Natural 


History  and  other  teaching  appliances;  the  library  contains 
36  i volumes,  principally  on  educational  subjects. 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  CORDOBA 


Attendance  from  the  year  1886  to  1892  inclusive 


YEAR  S 

NORMAL 

DEPARTMENT 

GRADED 

SCHOOL 

TCTAL 

1886 

24 

178 

2 0 2 

1887 

34 

237 

27  1 

888 

2 I 

257 

278 

889 

24 

297 

3 2 1 

890 

2 6 

342 

368 

891 

35 

280 

3 1 5 

892 

2 6 

3 0 2 

328 

Total  attendance  during  the  period  of 
seven  years 


GRADUATES 


6 

5 

5 

I o 

j No  returns  received 

I at  date. 


>o83 


t \ Number  of  graduates 
' 0 ) up  to  1891. 


PLANO 

D E L-A 

ESCUELA  NORMAL  DEVARONES 

CATAMARCA 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  CATAMARCA 


In  the  year  1879  the  Government  of  Catamarca  availing 
itself  of  the  professional  knowledge  of  several  natives  of  the 
Province,  graduates  from  the  Normal  School  at  Parana,  and 
at  that  time  employed  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Province, 
founded  in  the  city  of  Catamarca  the  Normal  School  for 
Men.  At  first  it  was  on  a very  reduced  scale,  the  teachers 
were  only  three,  the  Director  A.  Alvarez  and  two  auxilia- 
ries. This  institution  continued  for  three  years  sustained  by 
the  local  authorities,  but  in  1881,  the  National  Govern- 
ment took  charge  of  it  at  the  request  of  the  Government 
of  the  Province  which  latter  ceded  the  building  which  up  to 
the  present  has  been  occupied  by  the  School. 

The  Establishment  now  possesses  various  collections  of 
geographical  maps  and  illustrated  charts  for  the  study  of  Na- 
tural History.  The  Cabinet  of  scientific  apparatus  and  the 
laboratory  are  still  very  deficient,  although  to  be  sure,  they 
do  possess  a few  instruments,  etc. 

The  School  always  in  contact  with  the  public,  is  very 
much  visited  even  while  the  classes  are  in  operation,  not 
to  speak  of  the  crowds  who  throng  to  it  at  the  different 
festivals  which  are  given  throughout  the  year. 

There  are  always  more  candidates  for  admission  than 
the  Establishment  can  accomodate. 

The  National  Inspectors,  Sres.  Santiago  H.  Fitz-Simon. 
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Molina  and  Suarez  have  visited  the  School,  and  have 
always  spoken  highly  of  the  Management  and  of  the  Staff 
of  Teachers. 

The  suppression  of  the  becas  or  pecuniary  aid  to  poor 
scholars,  has  very  much  affected  the  march  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  were  it  not  for  the  hope  that  they  will  be  re- 
established. very  few  students  would  continue  the  career 
already  commenced,  and  still  less  would  enter  for  it.  Chill 
penury  would  not  permit  them. 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  CATAMARCA 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Normal  Course,  from 

1884  to  1892. 


YEAR 

, at 

2nd 

3rd 

TOTAL 

1884 

i 5 

6 

5 

2 6 

1 8 8 5 

1 6 

8 

8 

3 2 

1886 

1 3 

i 5 

7 

35 

1887 

1 3 

9 

1 5 

37 

1888 

7 

1 0 

7 

24 

1889 

8 

4 

8 

2 0 

1890 

I 0 

8 

5 

23 

1891 

9 

6 

8 

23 

1892 

I 2 

6 

5 

23 

Number  of  Graduates,  from  the  year  of  1884,  up  to 
1891:  62. 
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MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SANTA- FE 


VIEW  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  COURTYARD 


VIEW  OF  THE  SECOND  COURTYARD 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SANTA  FE 


It  has  not  been  possible  to  ascertain  with  certainty  the 
precise  epoch  in  which  the  edifice  now  occupied  in  this 
capital  by  the  normal  School  for  male  teachers  was  built. 

Some  attribute  it  to  the  first  jesuits  and  others  think 
it  was  built  by  the  Fathers  of  the  Order  of  Mercy  who 
afterwards  occupied  the  convent  where  now  stands  the  Co- 
llege of  the  Immaculate  Conception.  It  is  also  said  to  have 
been  raised  by  the  Government  of  the  Province. 

What  is  undoubtable,  is,  that  its  construction  is  of  a 
very  ancient  date,  the  edifice  having  undergone  several  tho- 
rough repairs.  The  materials  employed  in  the  construction 
indicate  a very  remote  epoch. 

Under  the  administration  of  General  Estanislao  Lopez, 
the  large  central  hall  served  as  a magazine  and  depot  for 
Indians;  it  also  served  for  a long  time  as  a warehouse  for 
merchandise.  Latterly  it  was  used  as  a theatre,  afterwards 
as  a school  and  later  still  as  a market. 

Having  been  reconstructed  for  the  College  of  the  Imma- 
culate Conception,  the  classes  of  the  six  preparatory  years 
were  taught  in  its  different  sections,  the  central  hall  was 
then  dedicated  to  public  acts,  and  there  also  was  installed 
the  Literary  Academy. 

When  the  Faculty  of  Law  was  established,  two  halls  of 
the  building  were  dedicated  to  its  use  and  held  by  the 


Faculty  till  the  Jesuit  College  was  closed.  Since  1886  this 
edifice  which  has  served  so  many  purposes  has  been  occu- 
pied, after  having  been  ceded  by  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment, for  a National  establishment. 

The  School  was  founded  in  1886,  the  Director  then 
being  Mr.  Nicolas  U.  Villafane,  a very  competent  person, 
who  stamped  on  this  Institution  the  liberal  spirit  which 
now  pervades  it. 

The  years  of  1886  and  1887  were  of  great  labour,  sin- 
ce the  elements  with  which  the  Direction  could  count  were 
of  such  little  importance,  nevertheless  much  work  was  done, 
and  this  city,  the  obstinate  spirit  of  which  is  so  well 
known,  appreciates  the  benefits  which  the  Normal  School 
brought. 

Mr.  Villafane  is  entitled  to  the  honour  of  being  the 
first  of  his  class,  who  implanted  in  this  Province  the 
liberal  ideas,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  which  he  en- 
countered. 

Considering  the  age  of  the  building  and  its  very  ina- 
dequate situation,  the  School,  during  the  years  1888,  1889, 
1890,  1891  and  the  present  has  been  attended  by  a su- 
fficient number  of  pupils. 

This  Institution  has  produced  27  masters,  many  of 
whom  are  exercising  their  profession  in  the  Province  and 
other  places,  all  penetrated  with  the  best  methods  of  tea- 
ching, and  inculcating  in  their  pupils  the  healthy  ideas 
which  elevate  and  dignify  the  human  being. 

The  number  of  male  teachers  graduated  in  the  Natio- 
nal Normal  School  of  Santa  Fe.  From  the  years  1886, 
the  time  of  its  foundation,  till  the  present  was. 


1888. 


1889  5 

1890  7 

1891  6 


2 5 


Total 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SANTA  FE 


CHEMICAL  AND  PHYSICAL  LABORATORIES 
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The  number  of  pupils  matriculated  in  the  National  Nor- 
mal school  of  Santa  Fe,  from  1886  till  the  present: 


1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1 890 

1891 

1892 


1 96 
1 7 1 
1 5 1 

179 
247 
202 
1 9 8 


Total 


1 344 


ESCUELA  NORMAL  DE  MAESTROS 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  RIOJA 


In  the  year  1887  the  National  Government  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Government  of  the  Province,  decreed  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Normal  School  for  men  in  La  Rioja. 
The  classes  commenced  on  the  24th  of  March,  with  19 
pupils  in  the  first  vear  of  the  Normal  Course  and  162  in 
the  School  of  Application.  Lin  fortunately,  it  occupied  at 
first  a private  dwelling,  not  at  all  intended  for  the  purpose, 
and  although  now  the  School  possesses  a house  of  its  own. 
the  rooms  are  too  small,  and  the  whole  place  is  uncom- 
monly inconvenient:  so  that  it  has  not  been  possible  for 
the  institution  to  give  the  results  which  otherwise  it  would 
have  given.  These  however,  have  not  been  so  bad,  for  it 
has  graduated  up  to  the  present  1 6 teachers  and  3 sur- 
preceptors,  all  of  whom  are  now  actively  employed  in  their 
profession.  The  number  of  applicants,  for  entrance,  increa- 
ses every  year ; not  only  the  youth  of  this  city  but  many 
from  the  Departments  of  the  Province,  eagerly  seek  admit- 
tance. Undoubtedly  the  civilizing  influence  of  such  an  ins- 
titution in  this  unfortunate  Province,  cannot  be  overrated, 
not  only  as  a place  for  teaching,  but  as  a diffuser  of 
knowledge  in  many  other  different  ways,  as  it  has  cons- 
tantly been  kept  in  contact  with  the  public.  Since  its  ins- 
tallation the  vagrant  boys  who  were  continually  loafing 
about  the  streets,  are  no  longer  to  be  seen,  for  they  are 
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at  school  learning  something  that  will  be  profitable  to  them; 
this  salutary  influence  has  extended  all  over  the  Province. 

The  Library  of  the  School  though  not  very  extensive  is 
very  useful,  for  as  there  is  no  public  library  in  La  Rioja, 
this  one  serves  for  teachers,  students  and  the  general 
public.  • 

The  Cabinet  of  Natural  History  is  gradually  approaching 
completeness,  the  different  sections  receiving  addition  con- 
tinually. Those  of  Chemistry  and  Physical  Science  although 
somewhat  deficient,  are  in  conditions  to  afford  valuable  aid 
to  teachers  and  students,  being  constantly  brought  into 
requisition  in  class  demonstrations.  The  School  of  Appli- 
cation affords  an  opportunity  for  the  teachers  to  practise 
the  theories  they  learn  in  class.  This  is  so  well  done  that 
it  has  become  the  model  primary  school  of  the  Province. 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  LA  RIOJA 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled,  from  1887  up  to  1892. 


A N O S 

COURSE 

NORMAL 

SCHOOL 

OF  AP LICATI ON 

TOTAL 

1887 

2 I 

127 

1 48 

1888 

3 0 

195 

2 2 5 

1889 

3 0 

1 9 3 

2 2 3 

i8qo 

2 2 

2 00 

2 2 2 

1891 

2 2 

3oo 

3 2 2 

1892 

16 

245 

2 6 I 

Graduates  since  1887:  19  elementary  teachers. 
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MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  CORRIENTES 


The  Normal  School  for  Masters  in  the  town  of  Corrientes 
was  founded  in  1887,  and  its  staff  of  Professors  were 
appointed  by  a decree  of  the  National  Government  dated 
the  24th  of  March  1887;  at  the  same  time  forty  free 
scholar-ships  were  granted  for  students.  The  formal  inau- 
guration took  place  on  the  1 5th  of  June  in  the  same  year, 
with  4Q  scholars,  and  the  School  of  Application  annexed 
to  it  began  to  work  on  the  first  of  July. 

As  the  building  provided  by  the  Provincial  Government 
was  altogether  inadequate,  it  was  necessary  to  seek  for  one 
with  more  accommodation,  and  a large  house  was  rented 
for  the  purpose;  but  a private  dwelling,  however  roomy, 
can  never  be  as  efficient  as  one  built  expressly  for  the 
purpose. 

The  first  Director,  Doctor  Contreras,  was  unable  to  im- 
plant a firm  discipline  ; dissensions  arose  among  the  teaching 
staff,  and  at  last,  an  inspection  of  the  then  visitor  Doctor 
Zubiaur,  resulted  in  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Contreras,  who 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  George  Katzenstein.  The  latter  gen- 
tleman was  pensioned  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year, 
and  the  present  Director,  Mr.  Leander  Caussat,  was 
appointed. 


The  number  of  students  in  both  departments  since  the 
foundation  of  the  school  has  been  yearly  as  follows  : 


In  1887 295  students,  monthly  cost  $ 2302.40 

>>  1888 295  » » » » 2964.38 

” i889 333  » » >>  » 3844-33 

» 1890 328  » » » » 4347.19 

» 1891 272  >)  » » » 3619.47 

» 1892 256  » » )»  » 2863.80 


So  that  the  total  number  has  been  1779,  which  gives 
an  annual  proportion  of  29  scholars. 

The  total  number  of  Normal  Teachers  who  have  received 
their  diplomas  as  masters  since  its  foundation  until  February 
1892  has  been  40. 

The  Library  is  small  containing  only  88  volumes. 
During  the  present  year,  only  20  students  were  matricu- 
lated in  the  department  of  the  Normal  School. 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  CORRIENTES 


VIEW  OF  COURTYARD  K°  I WITH  MODELS  OF  DESKS  N°  I & 2 


VIEW  OF  2 


FLOOR 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SAN  LUIS 


In  1876,  there  was  opened  in  the  town  of  San  Luis  a 
Normal  School,  in  connexion  with  the  National  College. 
But  it  had  no  life  of  its  own  : the  students,  in  almost  all 
the  branches,  assisted  at  the  classes  given  by  the  National 
College  professors  ; they  had  merely  extra  classes  in  Peda- 
gogy, given  by  the  Director  of  the  School  of  Application. 
This  faulty  organization  naturally  prevented  the  school  from 
rendering  the  services  it  ought  to  have  given  to  the  cause 
of  education.  In  the  ten  years  that  it  existed  in  this  abnor- 
mal condition,  although  it  enjoyed  16  free  scholarships  from 
the  National  Treasury,  it  only  turned  ont  24  masters. 

In  1 88  5,  this  School  was  suppressed  as  well  as  others 
of  the  same  category  in  the  country.  It  was  then  finally 
reformed  and  reopened  on  an  independent  basis  in  1887; 
and  its  want  was  shown  at  once  by  the  number  of  scholars 
who  flocked  to  the  classes. 

This  reformed  School  has  been  now  working  for  six 
years.  In  that  time  1938  students  have  been  matriculated, 
3 1 8 in  the  Normal  department  and  1620  in  the  School 
of  Application.  In  the  same  period,  1 5 3 5 have  been  pre- 
sented for  examination,  267  in  the  Normal  School  and 
1267  in  that  of  Application;  of  these  1164  have  been 
approved  by  the  Examiners,  viz.  1 3 5 in  the  upper  and  929 
in  the  Preparatory  department.  During  these  six  years,  5o 
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masters  have  graduated,  and  14  have  received  diplomas  of 
sub-masters. 

This  School  has  supplied  a want  in  the  province  ; and 
its  progress  would  have  been  much  greater,  but  for  the 
suppression  of  the  free  scholarships  from  the  Nation. 

The  following  table  gives  the  principal  working  statistics 
of  the  School,  since  its  reformation  : 


Normal  School  Department 


YEARS 

STUDENTS 

MATRICULATED 

STUDENTS 

EXAMINED 

APPROVED 

GRADUATED 

1887 

6 1 

5 2 

36 

1888 

6 2 

57 

54 

— 

C 

00 

GO 

6 5 

58 

53 

23 

1890 

6 1 

45 

4i 

14 

40 

34 

3 1 

8 

1892 

2 9 

2 I 

2 0 

I 0 

Total 

3 1 8 

267 

235 

55 

School  of  Application 


YEARS 

STUDENTS 

MATRICULATED 

STUDENTS 

E X A M I N E D 

STUDENTS 

APPROVED 

1 S 8 7 

2 0 3 

1 60 

85 

1888 

2 I 4 

187 

145 

1889 

279 

207 

1 55 

1890 

325 

245 

188 

1891 

o> 

00 

cs 

2 3 0 

1 0 3 

1892 

3 i 0 

2 3 9 

1 6 3 

Total 

1620 

1268 

929 

MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SAN  LUIS 
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MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SAX  JUAN 


The  National  Normal  School  for  Men  in  San  Juan,  is 
now  in  the  building  known  as  « Escuela  Sarmiento»,  for- 
merly occupied  by  a graded  school.  It  was  ceded  to  the 
National  Government  by  that  of  the  Province,  for  its  pre- 
sent purpose,  and  although  the  best  of  its  kind  in  San 
Juan,  it  is  nevertheless  so  unfit  for  its  object  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  National  Government,  to  erect  a cons- 
truction more  in  harmony  with  modern  ideas  of  pedagogy. 
It  is  howerer  well  situated  not  far  from  the  principal  Plaza. 
It  possesses  two  very  large  yards  within  the  walls  and  a 
large  garden  at  its  entrance.  To  the  left  are  the  offices  of 
the  Director,  Vice-Director,  Regent  of  the  School  of  Appli- 
cation, and  of  the  Secretary,  and  the  Library.  In  the  cen- 
tre there  is  a good  sized  hall,  which  is  a sort  of  sitting  room, 
wherein  are  deposited  all  the  instruments,  apparatus,  arms, 
etc.  for  Gymnastic  and  Military  exercises.  The  right  wing 
and  all  the  rest  of  the  ground  floor,  are  occupied  by  the 
School  of  Applicatian.  Altogether  there  are  i i rooms  with 
accomodation  for  280  scholars. 

The  School  first  commenced  in  1887.  It  was  very  well 
received  by  evervbodv  in  San  Juan;  many  young  men  en- 
tered their  names  on  its  matriculation  roll.  The  Librarv  is 
very  well  supplied  with  technical,  classical  and  other  works. 


The  School  Furniture,  Educational  Appliances,  etc.,  etc., 
are  also  of  the  most  approved  kind,  and  in  fact  nothing 
is  wanting;  so  that  all  the  grades  and  classes  are  amply 
provided  with  all  that  is  necessary  for  them. 

The  Establishment  has  been  in  existence  for  only  six 
years,  but  in  that  time  it  has  been  able  to  occupy  a dis- 
tinguished position  amongst  the  educational  institutions  of 
the  Republic,  as  the  following  tables  show. 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SAN  JUAN 


YEARS 

GRADUATES 

1888 

3 

1889 

1 8 

1890 

7 

1891 

I 0 

Total 

38 

MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SAN  JUAN 
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Number  of  pupils  enrolled,  from  1887  up  to  1892 


YEARS 


C (J  U R S E S 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

Normal  Course 

1 st  year 

34 

2 I 

14 

I I 

1 6 

5 

2n<l  s>  

8 

2 6 

I O 

1 3 

7 

1 2 

3 rd  » 

— 

5 

2 0 

6 

1 1 

5 

Total 

42 

48 

44 

3 0 

34 

2 2 

School  of  Aplication 

ist  grade 

96 

60 

60 

7 7 

76 

80 

2ud  » 

54 

56 

54 

57 

60 

43 

3^  » 

45 

58 

58 

65 

60 

45 

4*11  » 

3g 

4 1 

45 

5 1 

44 

33 

5 th  » 

28 

36 

35 

36 

2 6 

28 

6th  » 

— 

36 

29 

23 

14 

1 0 

Total 

262 

286 

281 

309 

0 

00 

01 

2 3 9 

e)\  a 1 1 o 
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MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  TUCUMAN 


This  Institute  was  founded  in  the  last  year  of  President 
Sarmiento’s  administration,  and  inaugurated  by  President 
Avellaneda  in  1875.  Professor  John  W.  Stearns  was  the 
first  Director  of  the  School.  Professor  Stearns’  efforts  in  the 
cause  of  education  have  been  highly  appreciated  in  the 
Province  and  throughout  the  whole  country;  the  system 
which  he  succeeded  in  establishing  in  the  Normal  Institute 
is  still  carried  out,  with  the  additional  improvements  which 
time  and  experience  have  suggested  as  consonant  with  the 
character  and  customs  of  the  people. 

Under  Professor  Stearns’  able  management  thirteen  tea 
chers  graduated  from  the  School.  He  established  the  prac- 
tice of  meeting  the  teachers — male  and  female — of  the 
common  schools  throughout  the  Province  and  initiating 
them  in  the  most  modern  methods  of  Pedagogics.  To  this 
work  he  principally  devoted  the  periods  of  recess,  when 
the  schools  were  closed.  In  the  informal  classes  thus  insti- 
tuted he  not  only  expounded  the  principles  that  lie  at  the 
foundation  of  the  science  of  teaching  in  its  latest  develop- 
ments, but  also  gave  practical  examples  of  his  methods. 

In  1878  he  was  succeeded  by  Professor  Paul  Groussac 
who  directed  the  School  until  the  year  1 8 8 3 , at  which 
date  Professor  Aymerich  was  appointed  Principal.  In  1886 
Professor  Aymerich  resigned  and  was  replaced  by  Professor 
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Silvano  Bores  who,  however,  retired  in  the  course  of  the 
following  year. 

From  the  year  1887  up  to  date,  the  direction  of  the 
School  has  been  confided  to  Professor  Ramon  V.  Lopez, 
who  is  ably  assisted  by  the  sub-Director,  Professor  Jose  R. 
Fierro. 

As  regards  the  number  of  graduates,  this  school  occu- 
pies the  third  position  among  the  Institutes  of  its  class.  No 
less  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  one  teachers  have  gra- 
duated from  it  during  the  fifteen  years  that  have  elapsed 
from  the  date  of  its  inauguration.  These  are  now  scattered 
over  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  most  of  them  are 
doing  good  work  in  the  cause  of  education.  The  civilizing 
and  elevating  influence  of  the  Institute  has  been  especially 
felt  in  the  city  and  province  of  Tucuman. 

When  first  started,  this  Normal  School  encountered  the 
fierce  hostility  of  the  clergy  and  the  higher  classes  of  so- 
ciety in  Tucuman,  due  no  doubt,  principally  to  the  fact 
that  denominational  religious  tenets  were  not  taught  in  the 
school,  the  Government  having  wisely,  and  in  a liberal 
spirit,  adopted  the  principle  of  the  absolute  exclusion  of  con- 
troversial subjects  from  the  curriculum.  All  this  oposition 
now  belongs  to  the  remote  past,  having  been  swept  away 
by  the  sheer  force  of  the  moral,  intellectual  and  civilizing 
influences  which  have  radiated  from  the  School  in  jail  di- 
rections. 

The  special  attention  which  is  given  to  the  development 
of  patriotic  sentiments  in  the  rising  generation,  who  are  to 
become  the  future  citizens  of  the  Republic,  is  a distin- 
guishing feature  of  the  educational  system  adopted  throughout 
the  country.  The  praiseworthy  efforts  of  the  Normal  School 
of  Tucuman  in  this  direction  are  manifested  by  special 
gatherings  in  the  school-building  on  the  days  set  apart  for 
the  commemoration  of  the  National  Independence.  At  these 
sessions,  which  are  public,  the  National  Anthem  is  sung 
by  the  pupils  of  the  school,  who  also  declaim  original 
compositions  on  patriotic  subjects. 
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In  this  Institute  the  usual  gymnastic  exercises  and  mili- 
tary drill  have,  to  a certain  extent,  been  superseded  by 
athletic  sports  in  the  open  air.  The  students  have  founded 
an  athletic  club  and  practise  racing,  leaping,  foot-ball, 
cricket  and  other  games,  many  of  which  were  until  recently 
quite  unknown  except  among  English  speaking  peoples. 
Besides  the  constant  practice  of  these  games  among  them- 
selves, the  pupils  hold  public  matches  the  results  of  which 
are  recorded  by  the  club  and  published.  These  exercises 
excite  considerable  interest,  not  only  among  the  students, 
but  also  among  the  general  public  of  the  citv  of  Tucuman. 

The  school-library  contains  1,106  volumes;  besides  the 
professors  and  students,  many  outsiders  avail  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  which  the  Institute  affords  of  consulting 
valuable  works  on  scientific  and  educational  subjects.  The 
reading  room  has  thus  become  a centre  of  attraction  and  a 
powerful  aid  in  the  dissemination  of  useful  knowledge. 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  TUCUMAN 


Attendance  and  number  of  graduates  from  the  inauguration 
of  the  school  up  to  date. 


YEARS 

NORMAL 

CLASSES 

GRADED  CHOOL 

TOTAL 

NUMBER 

OF  GRADUATES 

1875 

36 

206 

2 4 2 

IS76 

5 6 

24O 

296  ' 

9 

1877 

75 

2 1 4 

289 

4 

1878 

77 

2 5 0 

327 

7 

1870 

63 

2 2 0 

283 

5 

1880  

53 

2 1 6 

269 

4 

1881 

49 

2 04 

2 5 3 

6 

1882 

60 

2 0Q 

269 

3 

1 8 8 3 

58 

2 1 7 

275 

• 6 

1884  

63 

2 5 6 

3 1 9 

6 

1 8 8 5 

6 3 

237 

3 00 

5 

1886 

67 

2 94 

3 6 1 

I I 

1887 

88 

4 1 3 

5 0 1 

8 

1888 

88 

334 

4 2 2 

1 9 

1889 

7 1 

383 

454 

i 5 

1 8qo 

85 

499 

1 3 

1891 

77 

346 

4 2 0 

1 0 

1892 

43 

33g 

382 

— 

Total.  . . . 

117  2 

4992 

6 1 6 r 

1 3 1 

The  number  of  graduates  in  1892  is  not  included  as 
the  returns  were  forwarded  before  the  examinations  of  this 


year. 
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MALI;  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SANTIAGO  DEL  ESTERO 


NORMAL  SCHOOL  FOR  MASTERS 


SANTIAGO  DEL  ESTERO 


The  Normal  School  for  Masters,  in  the  town  of  Santiago 
del  Estero  was  founded  by  a decree  of  the  National  Go- 
vernment, dated  February  28th  1888,  but  as  the  building 
granted  for  the  purpose  by  the  Provincial  Government  was 
not  ready,  it  could  not  start  until  the  4th  of  June,  on 
which  date  it  was  opened  with  the  six  grades  in  the  School 
of  Application  and  the  first  year  in  the  Normal  Department. 

From  the  very  start,  this  School  encountered  many  draw- 
backs, chiefly  from  the  lack  of  harmony  among  the  teachers 
and  from  the  want  of  sufficient  school  furniture.  Neverthless 
these  difficulties  were  gradually  lessened;  in  1889,  the 
second  year  of  the  Normal  course  was  added,  and  in  De- 
cember 1890,  four  Normal  Masters  graduated. 

The  following  year,  eleven  more  received  their  diplomas, 
which  added  to  the  previous  four,  and  to  the  seven  who 
were  received  this  year,  make  up  a total  of  22  Normal 
Masters  who  have  graduated  in  this  School  in  its  short 
existence  of  four  years  and  a few  months. 

The  comparatively  small  number  of  students  in  the  Nor- 
mal Department  has  been  partly  compensated  by  the  large 
attendance  at  the  School  of  Application.  Children  have  been 
repeatedly  refused  for  want  of  accommodation. 


Although  the  building  was  provided  by  the  Provin- 
cial Government,  it  is  singularly  inadequate  for  the  purpose, 
and  has  nothing  to  recommend  it  except  good  light  and  ven- 
tilation ; its  maintenance  constantly  demands  fresh  expen- 
diture. 

During  the  present  scholastic  year,  the  pernicious  influence 
of  local  politics  made  itself  felt  in  this  School;  but  thanks  to 
the  measures  recommended  by  the  Inspection  and  put  in 
force  by  the  Minister,  the  School  has  progressed  favourably, 
freed  from  the  obstacles  which  endangered  its  very  existence. 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SALTA 
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MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SALTA 


The  Male  Normal  School  in  the  city  of  Salta  was  inau- 
gurated, in  accordance  with  a decree  of  the  National  Gover- 
nment, on  the  26th  of  May  1888.  The  building  was 
ceded  for  the  purpose  by  the  Government  of  the  Province. 
Including  the  garden  and  play-ground,  it  covers  3 5 20 
square  metres,  the  whole  being  surrounded  by  a wall  2 /2 
metres  high.  The  school  is  well  furnished  and  contains 
every  convenience  for  teaching  ; it  is  at  present  attended 
by  280  pupils.  There  are  more  yearly  applicants  for  admis- 
sion into  the  Graded  School  than  the  number  to  which 
that  Department  is  limited,  which  is  an  evidence  ot  the 
popularity  of  the  Institute,  as  there  is  no  lack  of  common 
schools  in  the  city  of  Salta. 

As  so  short  a time-  has  elapsed  since  this  Institute  was 
founded,  only  seven  teachers  had  graduated  from  it  up  to 
the  close  of  the  session  of  1890.  The  returns  for  the 
present  year  are  not  to  hand.  The  school  library  contains 
2 9 1 volumes. 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SALTA 


Attendance  from  1888  up  to  1892  inclusive. 


Y EARS 

NORMAL 

DEPARTMENT 

GRADED  SCHOOL 

TOTAL 

i 888 

9 

206 

2 I 5 

1 8 8 q 

1 3 

245 

258 

1890 

1 4 

338 

352 

1 8 q 1 

I I 

3 1 4 

325 

1892  

i 5 

3o6 

3 2 1 

Total 

62 

I 409 

147 1 

£ £ o e-tr'-  « 
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PLANO 


Colle  Belgrano. 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  JUJUY 


This  Normal  School  was  founded  by  a decree  of  the 
National  Government  promulgated  in  the  year  1887.  The 
organization  and  direction  of  the  Institute  were  confided  to 
Mr.  Pablo  Arroyo,  a graduate  from  the  celebrated  Normal 
School  of  Parana,  who  still  remains  at  the  head  of  the 
school.  Mr.  Arroyo  is  ably  assisted  by  a strong  staff  of 
professors,  many  of  them  graduates  from  the  Parana  Ins- 
titute. 

The  want  of  an  appropiate  school  building  is  a serious 
hindrance  to  the  progress  and  development  of  this  Normal 
School.  The  house  it  at  present  occupies,  though  large, 
was  originally  intended  for  a private  dwelling  and  is  con- 
sequently defective  for  school  purposes.  It  is  hoped  that  a 
grant  will  soon  be  voted,  either  by  Congress  or  by  the 
Government  of  the  Province,  for  a building  which  will 
contain  large  class-rooms,  halls  and  other  conveniences  for 
the  School. 

The  Institute  is  highly  popular  in  the  Province  and  city 
ot  Jujuy  where  the  methods  of  modern  Pedagogics  were, 
until  recently,  practically  unknown,  and  it  reflects  great 
credit  on  the  Normal  High  School  of  Parana,  from  which 
it  may  be  said  to  be  an  offshoot.  Many  of  the  youth  of 
Jujuy,  who  had  gone  through  the  common  schools  and 
did  not  care  to  enter  the  National  College  course,  have 
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been  attracted  to  this  Normal  School,  in  which  they  have 
proved  to  be  zealous  and  intelligent  students;  quite  a num- 
ber of  them  meet  voluntarily  in  the  evening  in  the  reading- 
room  of  the  Institute  in  order  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of 
the  school  library  to  assist  them  in  prosecuting  their  studies. 
7’he  Library  contains  577  volumes. 

Up  to  the  close  of  the  year  1891,  ten  students  had 
graduated  from  this  School  as  Normal  Teachers.  These  are 
all  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  teaching  some  of  them 
in  the  Graded  School  attached  to  the  Institute  and  others 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  Province. 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  JUJUY 


Attendance  from  the  year  1887  up  to  1892  inclusive 


YEAR 

NORMAL 

DEPARTMENT 

GRADED  SCHOOL 

TOTAL 

00 

00 

2 I 

161 

1 8 2 

1888 

29 

1 84 

2 I 3 

1889 

2 2 

191 

2 I 3 

1890 

17 

1 60 

' 77 

1891 

2 O 

1 48 

168 

1892 

I 5 

1 6 6 

1 8 1 

T OTAL 

1 24 

10  10 

1 1 3 4 

Since  the  foundation  of  the  school  up  to  1891  10  ele- 

mentary teachers  have  graduated. 


been  attracted  to  this  Normal  School,  in  which  they  have 
proved  to  be  zealous  and  intelligent  students;  quite  a num- 
ber of  them  meet  voluntarily  in  the  evening  in  the  reading- 
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1887 

2 I 

1 6 1 

1 8 2 

1888 

29 

1 84 

2 I 3 

i 8 8 q 

2 2 

1 9 1 

2 I 3 

1890 

17 

1 6 0 

1 77 

1891 

2 O 

1 48 

168 

1892 

i 5 

I 66 

181 

Total 

1 2 4 

I O I O 

i i 3 4 

Since  the  foundation  of  the  school  up  to  1891  10  ele- 

mentary teachers  have  graduated. 


MALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  JUJUY 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  BUENOS  AIRES 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  BUENOS  AIRES 


VIEW  OP  THE  COURTYARD 


PLANE  GENERAL 

ESCUELA  NDRMAL  DE  PRCFESDRAS  SE  LA  CAPITAL 


Ill 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS 


HIGHER  FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL 

OF  BUENOS  AIRES 


The  foundation  of  the  Higher  Female  Normal  School  in 
the  Capital  was  decreed  by  the  Government  of  the  Province 
of  Buenos  Aires.  July  3oth  '874,  with  the  object  of  trai- 
ning young  ladies  as  teachers  for  the  public  elementary 
schools  in  the  Province. 

A special  Commission  had  been  previously  appointed  to 
install  and  administer  the  Normal  Schools.  At  the  same 
time,  Mrs.  Caprile  (nee  Emma  Nicolay)  was  designated  as 
Directress  of  the  School,  and  acted  as  such  until  her  death, 
July  1884. 

En  1875  it  was  placed  under  the  authority  of  the  Ge- 
neral Board  of  Education,  which  had  been  recently  esta- 
blished: but  since  1880,  when  Buenos  Aires  became  the 
Capital  of  the  Republic,  it  depends  solely  and  directly  on 
the  Minister  of  Public  Education. 
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The  actual  school  building  was  erected  in  1880  on  a 
square  piece  of  ground  ( 9000  square  metres)  in  the  north- 
western quarter  of  the  town . 

The  general  plan  was  not  entirely  carried  out  for  want 
of  funds,  and'  only  the  portion  intended  for  the  Boarding 
Department  was  built.  In  order  to  have  a sufficient  number 
of  class-rooms  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  use  of  the 
whole  lower  story  and  a few  rooms  of  the  upper  one,  lea- 
ving the  rest  to  the  boarders. 

The  Boarding  Department  was  suppressed  at  the  end  of 
1881.  and  in  1 8 8 5 three  large  rooms  were  added  to  the 
building  : one  for  the  Library  and  the  Secretary's  office, 
another  one  for  Gymnastics  and  Vocal  Music,  and  the  third 
one  for  the  Museum.  Laboratory  and  Scientific  Collections 
(Natural  History  and  Natural  Philosophy)'. 

The  School  comprises,  besides  the  Normal  Course.,  a 
Practising  Department  or  School  of  Application  and  a Kin- 
dergarten. The  former  exists  since  the  foundation  of  the 
Institution  and  is  divided  into  seven  grades,  each  of  them 
composed  of  from  3o  to  40  girls.  All  the  teachers  in  this 
department  are  female  Normal  Professors  who  have  been 
trained  and  have  received  their  diplomas  in  the  School. 
The  Headmistress  is  called  the  Regent  and  her  second 
the  Sub- Regent. 

The  Kindergarten  was  established  in  1888.  It  is  divi- 
ded  into  two  sections  of  20  children  each,  nuder  the  di- 
rection of  two  Normal  Professors. 

The  teaching  staff  of  the  whole  School  is  composed  of 
28  female  and  14  male  Professors. 

The  Institution  possesses  very  rich  scientific  collections;' 
and  first  class  teaching  materials,  and  a Library  of  1 5 5 O' 
volumes  for  the  use  of  teachers  and  students. 

The  number  of  diplomas  granted  by  the  Normal  School:, 
from  its  foundation  up  to  this  date  amounts  to  3 7 3 . dis- 
tributed as  follows:  106  for  Normal  Professors,  1 3 3 for 

J , 

Normal  Schoolmistresses,  and  44  for  second  class  School- 
mistresses. 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  BUENOS  AIRES 


CABINET  OF  NATURAL  AND  PHYSICAL  SCIENCES 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  BUENOS  AIRES 


CADINET  OF  PHYSICAL  AND  NATURAL  SCIENCES 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  BUENOS  AIRES 


PRINCIPAL  STAIRCASE 


RECREATION  GROUND 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  BUENOS  AIRES 


MUSIC  SALOON  AND  GYMNASIUM 


MUSIC  SALOON  AND  GYMNASIUM 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled  from  the  fundation  of  the  school  up  to  date 


— 1 43 
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Number  of  graduates,  from  the  foundation  of  the  School 

up  to  this  date. 


V EARS 

NORMAL 

PROFESSORS 

NORMAL  SCHOOL 

MISTRESSES 

SECOND  CLASS 

SCHOOL 

MISTRESSES 

1876 

4 

1877 

I O 

9 

14 

1878  

— 

1 6 

7 

1880 

5 

6 

2 

1881  

5 

9 

— 

1882 

8 

— 

— 

1 8 8 3 

i 5 

4 

— 

1884 

24 

— ■ 

— 

1 8 8 5 

2 9 

4 

— 

1886 

6 

1 0 

— 

1887 

9 

1 4 

— 

1888 

2 0 

1 2 

1 

i88q 

25 

1 5 

3 

1890 

2 0 

1 2 

4 

I 8 Q I 

2 O 

1 8 

1 3 

Total 

1 9 6 

1 33 

44 

Library 


SECTIONS 

NUMBER  OF  WORKS 

Education 

1 9 6 

Philosophy,  Law  and  Political  Economy 

69 

Languages  and  Literature 

2 6 5 

History  : General  and  Argentine 

107 

Geography  : General  and  Argentine 

9 1 

Sciences  : Natural  History  and  Nat.  Philosophy,  Hygiene  and 
Domestic  Economy 

90 

Mathematics  

5 3 

Encyclopaedias,  Dictionaries  and  pamphlets 

2 0 3 

Total 

1054 

FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  URUGUAY 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  URUGUAY 


In  1862,  President  Sarmiento  decreed  the  establishment 
of  a Normal  School  for  Mistresses  in  the  town  of  Concep- 
cion del  Uruguay ; and  the  Provincial  Government  at  onee 
set  about  the  construction  of  a suitable  building.  But  the 
political  events,  in  the  following  year,  paralysed  the  work. 
However  the  building  was  continued  and  completed ; and 
the  government  by  decree  of  May  1 3th  1872,  ordered  it 
to  be  opened  : but  the  inauguration  was  delayed  until  March 
16th  i 873. 

Fourteen  girls  were  matriculated  for  a four  year's  course 
distributed  as  follows  : 

First  year  — Reading,  Writing,  elementary  Aritmetic, 
Spanish  grammar,  French,  Geography,  Argentine  History, 
Moral  & Religion,  Work  (Sewing  and  Embroidery). 

Second  year  — Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Algebra, 
Higher  Grammar,  French,  English,  Geography,  History, 
Moral  and  Religion, Peda  gogy  and  Work  (Sewing  and  Em- 
broidery). 

Third  year  — Writing  (theory  of  formation  of  letters), 
Geometry,  French,  English,  History,  Practice  in  the  school 
of  application,  Physics,  Natural  History,  Politeness,  Duty 
of  citizens,  Logic,  Work  (Embroidery). 

Fourth  year  — Writing  (fancy  letters),  Geometry,  English, 
Practice  in  the  school  of  aoplication,  Logic,  Physics,  Natural 
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History,  Politeness,  Duty  of  citizens,  Work  (fancy  Em- 
broidery). 

The  school  worked  from  March  ist,  before  which  date 
all  the  girls  had  to  take  out  their  matriculation:  to  obtain 
this  they  had  to  prove  that  they  were  fourteen  years  old, 
of  good  health  and  character,  and  able  to  read  and  write. 

In  1876.  the  school  became  National  property;  up  to 
that  date  91  girls  matriculated,  viz.  14  in  1873  ; 21  in 
1874  and  3 6 in  1875. 


From  1876  the  following  are  the  numbers 
matriculated 


YEARS 

NORMAL 

COURSE 

SCHOOL 

OF 

APLICATION 

TOTAL 

1873 

1 4 

14 

1874 

2 I 

— 

2 I 

1875 

36 

— 

36 

1876 

37 

6 2 

99 

C'v 

CO 

38 

1 3 0 

168 

1878 

45 

1 3 2 

177 

1879 

53 

1 42 

197 

1880 

64 

1 5 0 

■ 2 14 

1881 

6 1 

1 5 6 

2 I 7 

1882 

5g 

1 66 

2 2 5 

I 883 

54 

1 6 5 

2 i g 

1884 

72 

472 

544 

1 885 

7 1 

460 

53 1 

1886 | 

73 

628 

701 

CO 

00 

63 

6 1 3 

676 

1888 

7 1 

754 

825 

1889 

5g 

682 

741 

1890 

60 

665 

725 

1891 1 

65 

667 

7 3 2 

1892 1 

65 

592 

6 5 7 

The  following  Mistresses  have  graduated 


YEARS 

NUMBER 

OF 

GRADUATES 

YEARS 

NUMBER 

OF 

GRADUATES 

1876 

8 

Brought  forward. . . 

5 0 

1877  

— 

1878 

8 

\ 1 8 8 5 

8 

7 

1 886  ... 

14 

1880 

4 

1887  

1 3 

1881 

9 

1888 

2 7 

1882 

Q 

X 

X 

0 

1 s 

1 8 8 3 

1890 

1 7 

j 884. 

5 

Bring  forward 

5 0 

Total 

i 6 2 

FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  ROSARIO  HE  SANTA  FE 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  ROSARIO 


The  Superior  Government  of  the  Nation,  animated  by 
the  desire  of  developing  Common  Education,  dictated  the 
decree  of  6th  of  February  1879  by  which  the  Normal  School 
for  ladies  annexed  to  the  National  College  of  Rosario  was 
established.  This  decree  bears  the  signature  of  Dr.  Nicolas 
Avellaneda,  President  of  the  Republic  and  countersigned  by 
his  Secretary  of  State  in  the  Department  ol  Justice,  Worship 
and  Public  Instruction.  Dr.  Bonifacio  Lastra. 

The  School  being  established  as  a dependency  of  the 
National  College  in  an  inadequate  building  which  had  served 
as  a deposit  of  merchandise  to  the  government  of  Paraguay, 
and  which,  on  account  of  the  war  to  which  that  govern- 
ment provoked  the  Argentine  Republic,  became  the  property 
of  the  Nation  ; commenced  its  classes  under  the  direction  of 
the  then  Rector  of  the  College,  D.  Enrique  Corona  Marti- 
nez, and  without  a proper  staff;  its  first  professors  being  Mr. 
Jose  Maria  Abente,  and  Mr.  Domingo  Dabat  who  formed  part 
of  the  teaching  staff  of  the  above  mentioned  National  College. 

The  School  was  opened  in  the  month  of  April  1879 
with  q.3  pupils  of  the  first  year;  but  owing  to  the  defi- 
ciency of  their  preparation  and  the  want  of  discipline,  not 
more  than  half  that  number  remained  until  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  only  ten  of  the  4 3 young  ladies  who  inaugurated 
the  school  finished  their  course. 


On  28th  of  February  1880  the  decree  was  issued  orga- 
nising the  teaching  staff  of  the  school,  and  appointing  as 
Directress,  Miss  Isabel  B.  Coolidge,  and  Mr.  Domingo  Dobat 
as  Secretary  and  professor. 

The  vigilance  and  competency  of  the  Directress  together 
with  her  tact  fur  organisation,  soon  put  the  establishment 
in  thorough  working  order. 

Unfortunately  the  illness  from  which  Miss  Coolidge  suffe- 
red during  more  than  three  months  prevented  her  from 
working  and  organising  with  the  promptitude  which  she 
would  have  desired.  In  the  following  year,  owing  to  the 
■state  of  her  health  Miss  Coolidge  had  to  return  to  the 
United  States,  her  native  country. 

In  the  same  year  1880  by  a decree  of  2 5th.  of  Oct.  the 
Normal  School  was  separated  from  the  National  College, 
and  with  this  disappeared  the  cause  of  many  protractions 
originated  by  the  interference  of  the  Rector,  a very  learned 
man,  but  of  weak  character. 

Until  1881  the  School  only  complied  with  the  Normal 
Course,  only  then  the  School  of  Application  was  opened,  where 
the  pupils  could  begin  to  apply  the  methods  which  they 

know  only  theoretically.  Till  then  there  were  no  other 

methods  of  teaching  known  in  Rosario,  except  the  primer; 
there  was  no  idea  either  in  a public  or  a private  school 
that  it  was  possible  to  teach  in  a more  rational  way  than 
bv  beginning  with  the  letters  A,  B,  C,  etc.  The  task  was 
heavy  and  Mr.  Manuel  Olivera,  professor  of  Pedagogy,  may 
justly  be  cited  as  the  true  practical  founder  of  the  modern 
systems  of  teaching  in  Rosario;  his  pupils  convinced  of  the 

efficacy  of  the  system,  applied  themselves  with  great  dili- 

gence to  learn  to  teach  it,  and  succeeded  in  becoming  ex- 
cellent teachers,  notwithstanding  that  they  had  only  one 
year’s  practice : among  them  is  the  present  Directress  of 
the  Provincial  Normal  School,  who  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  teachers  of  Rosario.  After  this  moment,  the  impulse 
once  given,  there  remained  but  to  convert  it  into  a cons- 
tant force.  The  two  successors  of  Miss  Coolidge  did  nothing 


in  this  respect;  the  first,  Miss  Louisa  F.  de  Freret.  was 
prematurely  brought  to  the  grave  by  illness  ; and  the  second 
Miss  Adela  Horney,  who  on  account  of  her  indolent  cha- 
racter was  dismissed,  and  the  School  was  thus  abandoned 
to  itself : but  if  it  did  not  advance,  much  less  did  it  go 
back,  because  its  foundations  were  then  too  firm  to  be 
shaken  bv  causes  of  a transitory  nature. 

The  honour  of  transmitting  new  life  to  the  establish- 
ment was  reserved  to  the  fourth  Directress,  Miss  Alcinda 
Morrow,  whose  disposition  was  enterely  different  to  that  of 
her  predecessor.  To  a lady  of  her  stamp,  possessed  of  a 
firm  character,  united  to  highlv  cultivated  talents,  it  was 
easy  to  obtain  at  once  the  good  will  of  her  assistants,  and 
of  the  parents  of  the  pupils,  and  she  soon  successfully  in- 
troduced the  reforms  that  the  school  needed.  The  credit  of 
the  establishment  became  such  that  ere  long  the  empty 
chairs  in  the  class  rooms  became  a thing  of  the  past.  Miss 
Morrow  soon  understood  the  necessitv  of  removing  the  schoo 
to  a more  spacious  building,  and  began  to  make  efforts 
with  the  Minister  whom  she  convinced,  and  he  authorised 
her  to  contract  for  the  building  which  it  now  occupies!;  but 
this  did  not  satisfy  her;  in  her  anxiety  for  the  welfare  of 
the  school  she  wanted  something  better,  she  wanted  a buil- 
ding specially  constructed  for  the  purpose.  To  accomplish 
this  she  made  efforts  with  the  Municipal  Intendente,  Mr. 
Peter  F.  de  Larrechea,  who  willingly  assisted  her  in  the 
beneficial  work. 

Miss  Morrow,  efficiently  assited  by  Professor  Dr.  Domingo 
del  Campo,  obtained  from  the  Municipality  of  Rosario  a 
donation  of  the  land  on  which  to  construct  the  school,  si- 
tuated at  the  south  side  of  the  plaza  General  Urquiza,  mea- 
suring 45  by  129  metres,  being  bounded  bv  the  streets 
Mendoza,  Entre  Rios,  Corrientes  and  the  Plaza  General 
Lrquiza;  she  herself  drew  up  the  plans  of  the  building 
which,  with  slight  modifications  were  accepted  bv  the  De- 
partment of  Engineers.  Tenders  were  called  for  the  cons- 
truction of  the  edifice,  and  the  job  was  allotted  to  Messrs 
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Hertz  and  Co.:  the  work  began  but  was  not  finished  owing 
to  the  death  of  the  contractor  and  the  financial  crisis  which 
still  hangs  over  the  country.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  ere 
long  Miss  Morrow’s  hopes  will  be  realised  and  Rosario  will 
be  indebted  to  her  for  a building  which  will  do  honour  to 
the  Province.  Miss  Morrow  resigned  her  post  to  take  charge 
of  the  North  American  Normal  School  in  Buenos  Ayres. 

The  present  Directress  Mrs.  Clara  G.  de  Bischoff  has  not 
belied  the  fame  which  her  fair  countrywomen  enjoy  as  or- 
ganisers of  educational  establishments. 


This  tabular  statement  shows  the  number  of  pupils 
matriculated  in  the  following  years 


YEARS 

N ORMAL 

COURSE 

SCHOOL 

OF 

AP  LI  CATION 

TOTAL 

TEACHERS 

RECEIVED 

1879 

43 

43 

1880 

5 1 

— 

5 1 

— - 

1881 

45 

60 

1 0 5 

I O 

1882 

34 

I 04 

1 38 

5 

1 8 8 3 

2 8 

1 54 

182 

5 

1884 

39 

176 

2 1 5 

3 

1 885  

37 

280 

3 1 7 

— 

1886 

$9 

27O 

329 

5 

1887  

5 0 

289 

33g 

7 

1888 

40 

354 

394 

6 

1889 

36 

38  1 

417 

6 

i8qo 

3 0 

3go 

4 2 0 

9 

1891 

40 

397 

437 

6 

1892 

41 

388 

429 

— 

FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  ROSARIO 


KINDERGARTEN  BUILDING 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  CORR1ENTES 


The  Normal  School  for  Mistresses  in  the  town  of  Cor- 
rientes  owes  its  existence  essentially  to  local  initiative. 

Already  in  December  1875.  governor  Pampin  had  pro- 
jected the  construction  of  a building  suitable  for  the  purpose. 
But  it  was  not  until  1879  that  the  Provincial  Government 
decreed  the  building  at  a cost  of  25,000  gold  dollars.  At 
the  same  time,  the  governor  Dr.  Cabral,  appointed  a com- 
mittee of  ladies  to  gather  funds  and  otherwise  help  in  the 
carrying  out  of  so  praise-worthy  a work ; and  this  commi- 
ttee, presided  over  by  Mrs.  Julia  G.  de  Ferre,  earnestly  and 
zealously  laboured  for  this  purpose.  A bazaar,  which  they 
organized,  gave  very  satisfactory  results. 

The  National  Government  having  approved  the  plans, 
the  new  building  was  begun  in  1880,  and  on  May  25th 
of  that  year,  the  foundation-stone  was  duly  laid  ; but  it 
was  not  inaugurated  until  the  17th  of  March  1884,  Mrs. 
M.  L.  V.  del  Carril  having  been  named  Directress. 

O 


The  following  list  gives  the  yearly  number  of  students 
in  each  Department 


YEARS 

NORMAL 

SCHOOL 

SCHOOL 

OF 

APLICATION 

TOTAL 

1 8 8 4 

7 7 

128 

2 0 5 

i885 

6 2 

i i 6 

178 

1886 

87 

1 94 

281 

1887 

87 

227 

3 1 4 

1888 

59 

290 

349 

i88q 

49 

35 1 

400 

1800 

5 0 

406 

456 

1891 

55 

415 

470 

1 8 Q 2 

49 

366 

4 1 5 

During  the  present  year  the  monthly  cost  of  the  establish- 
ment has  been  s 3750  m/u  which  gives  the  small  propor- 
tion of  S 9-04  per  student. 

Like  most  of  the  kindred  establishments  in  the  country, 
this  school  has  met  with  many  difficulties,  which  happily 
have  been  removed  ; and  under  the  able  direction  of  the 
actual  Directress.  Miss  Edith  Howe,  it  ranks  among  the 
first  in  the  country. 

The  number  of  students  who  have  passed  through  the 
school  and  received  their  diplomas  as  Mistresses  since  its 
foundation  until  December  1891  has  been  74:  two  have 
also  received  the  title  of  Sub-preceptress. 
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List  of  matriculated  scholars  'and  attendance  during 

the  year  1891 


CLASS 


Normal  Department 

Year 

» 

School  of  Aplication 

Grade  A 

» B 

Grade 

» 

» A 

» B 

» 

">  

Total 


OF 

SCHOLARS 


PROPORTIONATE 

ATTENDANCE 


2 I 
I 6 

I a 


46 

49 
5 5 
53 
34 
38 
2 1 
2 1 


2 o 
1 5 
1 5 


43 
48 
53 
5 2 
33 
36 
2 1 
2 1 


35: 


i 56  • 


II 


List  of  matriculated  scholars  and  attendance  for  the 
present  year  (1892),  until  October  15th 


CLASS 

NUMBER 

OF 

SCHOLARS 

PROPORTIONATE 

ATTENDANCE 

Normal  Department 

ist 

2 2 

nd 

9 

i 5 

I I 

3 rd 

1 2 

9 

School  of  Aplication 

Ist 

5 0 

41 

3 2 

» B. 

5 0 

nd 

» A. 

35 

» B. 

3 2 

2 9 

3 rd 

48 

3 1 

45 

th 

29 

2 9 

B. 

33 

5 th 

36 

3 1 

6<b 

24 

■ 9 

Total 

388 

335 

FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  CORRIENTES 


T EM  ALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  CORRIENTES 


CABINET  OF  PHYSICS 


COURT 


/ 


ESCtlElAHQRMAlDEltlftAS 

EBKBBBA 


1Q93 

mm& 


-lLri'KL ; 

1 6 

UYTMA 

* V— 

I A.V> 

— 1 „ |_ 

/£  _ 

t ■ • I* 

/ 

v| 

_ J J_* 

4~ 

i»  AA> 

1 r 1 * 

■i 

* i «.- 

.rjkA, 

“"*7  - -1  {-- 

'*  | *#■  1 1 

- 1 1 . 

A 1 y 1 J 

FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  CORDOBA 


This  school  was  founded  by  a decree,  3oh  April  1884. 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Frances  Armstrong.  It  took 
the  place  of  the  Provincial  Normal  school  which  had  been 
opened  since  the  year  1878.  Its  first,  years  were  rather  dis- 
turbed by  religions  questions  until , in  the  beginning  of 
1888,  the  direction  of  it  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Doha 
Maria  Sufloni  de  Cossu  who  held  the  post  until  the  end 
of  December  1890.  At  the  beginning  of  1891  Doha  Maria 
Perotti  took  her  place  and  held  it  until  November  of  the 
same  year,  being  succeeded  in  December  by  Senior  Aymerich 
who  was  appointed  by  the  Inspector  General  of  National 
Colleges  Dr.  J.  A.  Garcia,  and  since  that  time  it  has  been 
directed  by  Senor  Pedro  R.  de  Garibav. 

It  was  opened  at  first  where  the  Boys'  school  is  at  present, 
and  was  removed  in  February  1887  to  an  edifice  in  Uni- 
versity Street,  which  is  in  front  of  the  building  from  which 
the  street  takes  its  name.  It  was  removed  again  in  December 
1889  to  the  streets  Rivera  Indarte  and  Rioja,  having  to 
occupy  three  houses,  at  a distance  one  from  the  other, 
of,  at  least,  three-fourths  of  a block.  This  made  the  good 
management  of  the  institution  impossible.  But  in  December 
of  1890  these  buildings,  together  with  a great  part  of  the 
town,  were  innundated  by  the  overflow  of  an  open  drain 
which  passes  through  the  city,  and  a great  part  of  the  furniture 


was  destroyed,  for  there  was  abont  a metre  and  a half  of 
water  in  the  house  in  which  the  normal  classes  were  held. 
Owing  to  the  bad  state  in  which  the  house  and  furniture 
were  left,  it  was  impossible  to  open  the  school  again  in 
the  same  place  and,  therefore,  it  was  removed  to  the  New 
Theatre  where  the  classes  were  held  during  the  session  of 
1891.  In  December  of  this  year  the  school  was  removed 
and  the  furniture  deposited  in  the  Men’s  Normal  school. 

In  order  to  open  the  school  anew  this  year,  as  the 
Theatre  was  ill  adapted  for  the  purpose,  it  was  necessary 
to  find  a new  locality  and,  after  many  difficulties  it  was 
installed  in  the  two  houses  which  it  at  present  occupies  in 
the  Street  9 de  Julio.  This  place,  although  central,  has 
on  the  other  hand  all  the  disadvantages  which  houses  not 
especially  built  for  schools  can  possibly  have,  and  owing 
to  the  many  removals  and  the  inundation,  the  furniture, 
books,  apparati  and  collections  have  been  to  a great  extent 
destroyed  or  lost,  and  so  there  remain  few  elements  for 
teaching,  and  these  that  are  left  are  in  a very  defective 
condition . 

The  normal  scholars,  including  those  of  1892,  who 
have  finished  their  studies  in  this  school  have  been  in 
number  forty,  of  whom  thirty-two  have  received  subventions 

( becas) . 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled,  from  1884  up  to  1892 
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School  of  Application 
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Grade 
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1 8 

16 

38 

26 

35 

40 

39 

5 th 

I 2 

I I 

8 

i 5 

24 

2 6 

3 1 

6th 

1 9 

9 

I 0 

I 2 

8 

2 O 

28 

Normal  Course 

i8t 

Year  

1 0 

7 

6 

7 

8 

I I 

I I 

2 1 

i 5 

2 nd 

7 

1 o 

5 

4 

8 

4 

8 

9 

i 8 

3 rd 

5 

9 

3 

5 

6 

r- 

8 

Atd 

8 

Kindergarten  

— 

— 

— 

46 

59 

6 1 

— 

Total 

128 

193 

209 

i 99 

249 

363 

466 

379 

3o7 

Number  of  graduates,  from  1886  up  to  1892 

Y ear  1886 4 


» 1887 8 

» 1888 5 

» 1889 6 

» - 1890 4 

» 1891 6 

» 1892 7 


Total 


40 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SAN  LUIS 


PLANO  DE  LA  ESCUELA  NORMAL  DE  MAESTRAS  DE  SAN  LUIS 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SAN  LUIS 


This  Institute  was  founded  by  the  National  Government, 
under  the  administration  of  President  Roca,  in  the  year 
1884,  a building  situated  in  the  city  of  San  Luis  being 
ceded  for  that  purpose  by  the  Government  of  the  Province. 

The  first  Principal  of  the  School  was  Miss.  Adela  Hor- 
ney — a native  of  Argentina  who  retained  that  position  until 
the  latter  part  of  July  1887.  At  this  date  Miss  Homey 
was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  Normal  School  esta- 
blished in  Salta,  and  Mrs.  Dolores  M.  de  Claveles  succeeded 
her  as  Principal  of  the  Institute  in  San  Luis,  a position 
which  she  still  holds. 

The  school  library  contains  473  volumes  which  are 
constantly  consulted  by  the  professors  and  pupils.  The  stu- 
dents who  have  graduated  from  this  Institute  as  Normal 
Teachers  are  actively  and  efficiently  employed  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  Province. 

The  establishment  of  this  Normal  School  in  1884  was 
an  event  of  great  importance  for  the  progress  of  the  city 
and  province  of  San  Luis ; anterior  to  that  date  the  scatte- 
red population  was  afforded  very  inadequate  means  of  acqui- 
ring even  the  rudiments  of  an  elementary  education.  Vast 
tracts  separated  the  small  centres  of  population,  common 
schools  were  few  and  far  between  and  efficient  teachers 
were  unobtainable,  especially  in  the  rural  districts.  Girls, 


/ 


I 6 2 

particularly,  were  suffered  to  grow  up  in  ignorance  for  want 
of  schools.  Since  then  graded  schools  have  multiplied  and 
spread  all  over  the  Province,  and  ample  provision  is  made 
for  the  education  of  the  rising  generation  of  both  sexes. 


Attendance  and  number  of  graduates  from  1887 
up  to  1892  inclusive 


YEAR 

NORMAL 

DEPARTMENT 

GRADED 

SCHOOL 

TOTAL 

NUMBER 

OF 

GRADUATES 

1884 

1 5 

286 

3 0 1 

i 885 

....  8 

2 5 0 

258 

— 

1886 

16 

221 

237 

— 

1807 

....  36 

2 2 5 

2 6 1 

5 

1888 

42 

267 

309 

9 

1889 

44 

249 

293 

i 3 

1 8 q 0 

43 

249 

2 9 2 

8 

1891 

....  35 

255 

2 90 

9 

1892 

....  ■ 43 

260 

3 0 3 

No  returns 

Total.  . 

. . . . 282 

2262 

2544 

The  number  of  graduates  in  1892  is  not  included  as  ■ 
the  returns  were  forwarded  before  the  examinations  of  this 


year. 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SAN  LUIS 
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PLANO  DE  LA  ESCUELA  NORMAL  DE  MAESTRAS  DE  MENDOZA 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  MENDOZA 


On  the  gth  of  July  1878  a Normal  School  for  female 
teachers  was  inaugurated,  under  the  auspices  of  President 
Avellaneda,  in  the  citv  of  Mendoza  which  lies  at  the  foot 
of  the  Andes.  The  Institute  was  styled  Escuela  Avellaneda, 
after  its  founder.  Sixty-three  students  attended  the  first  Nor- 
mal Course  and  one  hundred  and  thirtv-thee  pupils  were 
registered  in  the  attached  Graded  School.  Most  of  the  former 
had  already  been  employed  for  some  time  as  teachers  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  Province  of  Mendoza  and  con- 
sequently had  considerable  practice  in  teaching.  Like  all  the 
Normal  Schools  in  the  Republic,  this  Intitute  was  founded 
on  the  principle  of  scholarships,  by  which  means  provision 
mas  made  for  the  students  who  depended  on  their  personal 
exertions  for  their  support. 

Though  the  results  of  .the  first  year's  teaching  were  on 
the  whole  satisfactory,  it  was  decided  that  the  course  of 
study  gone  through  by  the  pupils  should  be  considered  as 
preparatory  to  the  Normal  Course,  properlv  so  called  : hence, 
in  the  ensuing  year  these  pupils  were  entered  in  that  Course 
and  the  new  applicants  were  registered  in  a preparatory  course. 

During  this  year  ( 1879),  the  first  Principal  of  the  School. 
Miss  Boyd,  from  the  United  States,  returned  to  her  native 
country,  and  Miss  Sarah  A.  Cook,  also  an  American  tea- 
cher, was  appointed  to  replace  her. 


Under  Miss  Cook's  able  management  the  Institute  attained 
a high  degree  of  efficiency.  In  February  1880,  the  School 
was  removed  to  the  building  which  it  still  occupies,  and 
which  was  ceded  for  that  purpose  by  the  Government  of 
the  Province,  having  been  originally  intended  lor  a graded 
school.  In  1881,  thirteen  students  graduated  and  obtained 
their  diplomas  as  Normal  Teachers.  Six  of  these  were  at 
once  appointed  to  take  charge  of  classes  in  the  Graded  School 
attached  to  the  Institute;  the  others  found  employment  in 
the  common  schools  of  Mendoza.  During  the  ten  years  which 
have  elapsed,  a considerable  number  of  pupils  have  graduated 
annually  and  have  entered  the  ranks  as  pioneers  of  school 
wook  in  the  rural  districts  of  the  Province  of  Mendoza, 
where  they  are  devoting  their  time,  energv  and  intelligence 
to  the  cause  of  commun  education. 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SAN  JUAN 


This  Normal  School  was  founded  in  the  city  of  San 
Juan  by  the  National  Government,  on  October  i 3th  1875. 
The  first  Principal  was  Mrs.  Maria  V.  del  Carril  who  re- 
mained at  the  head  of  the  Institute  until  the  close  of  the 
year  1882.  The  School  opened  with  3i  pupils  in  the 
Normal  Department.  The  Graded  School  was  not  organized 
until  the  month  of  January  of  the  ensuing  year,  when 
the  School  was  removed  to  one  of  the  largest  buildings  in 
the  city  of  San  Juan. 

On  the  12th  of  February  1 8 8 3 , Miss  Mary  O.  Graham, 
from  the  United  States,  took  charge  of  the  School.  At 
the  close  of  this  year,  thirteen  pupils,  the  first  graduates 
from  the  Institute,  received  their  diplomas  as  qualified 
Normal  Teachers:  some  of  these  were  at  once  employed  in 
the  Graded  School  attached  to  the  Institute,  while  others 
found  useful  work  in  the  common  school  of  the  Province. 

A new  feature,  a Kindergarten,  was  added  to  the  Insti- 
tute in  the  year  1887,  and  from  that  date  the  School  was 
divided  into  three  departments.  At  the  close  of  this  year 
Miss  O.  Graham  resigned  her  position  as  Principal  of  the 
School  and,  after  some  delay,  Miss  Sarah  Harrison  was 
appointed  to  replace  her,  but  she  also  resigned  in  June  1888 
and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Celia  Lapalma. 

In  1890  Miss  Clara  Armstrong  was  appointed  Principal 
and  took  charge  of  the  School. 


The  records  of  the  Institute  show  constant  progress;  the 
sessions  have  been  held  with  regularity  and  the  results  of 
the  annual  examinations  have  been  satisfactory.  The  School 
has  had  to  contend  with  but  few  vicissitudes,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  the  want  of  a sufficiently  extensive  school 
building  to  admit  a larger  number  of  pupils  than  can  now 
be  accommodated  in  the  premises;  an  alarm  of  cholera  which 
took  place  in  the  city  in  1886;  and  rather  too  frequent 
changes  ot  Principal  and  of  the  Teaehing  Staff. 

Most  ot  the  teachers  who  have  graduated  from  this 
School  are  devoted  to  the  cause  of  education  and  are  to  be 
found  scattered  all  over  the  Province,  labouring  in  the  com- 
mon  schools  which  have  multiplied  greatly,  even  in  the 
most  remote  rural  districts. 

The  library  of  the  Institute  contains  3 5 g volumes. 

Attendance  and  number  of  graduates,  from  1879 
up  to  1892  inclusive. 


NORMAL  1 GRADED  KINDER- 


V E A R TOTAL  of 


DEPARTMENT 

SCHOOL 

GARTEN 

GRADUATES 

1 8 7 q 

3 1 

_ 

3 1 

1 8 8 0 

38 

1 2 3 

— 

i 6 1 

— 

1881 

3 9 

175 

— 

2 14 

— 

1882  

43 

2 2 4 

— 

267 

— 

1 88  3 

60 

273 

— 

333 

1 3 

1884 

49 

275 

— 

324 

4 

1 8 8 5 

5 2 

262 

— 

314 

— 

1886 

39 

266 

— 

3 0 5 

6 

1887  

37 

229 

2 5 

29  1 

2 

1888 

45 

278 

42 

365 

4 

1889 

40 

262 

3 0 

332 

I 2 

i8qo 

37 

233 

45 

3 1 5 

I 2 

1891 

38 

334 

42 

414 

4 

1892 

2 9 

2 9 2 

45 

366 

— 

Total 

577 

3226 

? 2 9 

4032 

57 

The  number  of  graduates  in  1892  is  not  included  as  the 
returns  were  forwarded  before  the  examinations  of  this  year. 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  CATAMARCA 
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FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  CATAMARCA 


About  the  year  1875,  the  Government  of  Catamarca 
began  the  building,  which  on  being  finished  in  1877, 
received  the  name  of  Municipal  Girls’  School.  At  that  time 
the  National  Government,  following  the  example  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  was  earnestly  endeavoring  to  im- 
plant in  this  country  a system  of  Normal  Schools.  To 
establish  the  Normal  School  for  Women  in  Catamarca  the 
Government  of  the  Province  in  1878,  ceded  to  the  Natio- 
nal Government  the  edifice  above  mentioned.  In  March  1878, 
the  Directress,  Miss  Clara  J.  Armstrong  and  the  Vice- 
Directress,  Mis  Mary  Mac-Millan,  American  Normal  School 
Teachers,  arrived,  and  not  long  aftervards  two  other  ladies, 
so  that  the  teaching  staff  consisted,  including  the  Directress 
of  only  four  teachers.  Under  those  circumstances  it  was 
impossible  to  give  all  the  classes.  In  spite  of  the  many 
difficulties  that  had  to  be  overcome,  the  School  of  Appli- 
cation was  opened  on  the  9th  of  June  (1878).  Bat  the 
Normal  Department  could  not  commence  operations  till  the 
2 3rfl  of  July  (1878),  when  there  were  in  the  School:  the 
first  year  of  the  Normal  Course, — the  Preparatory  Class, 
and  the  four  first  grades  of  the  School  of  Application 
with  1 1 6 scholars. 

From  its  installation  up  to  the  present  the  progress  of 
the  School  has  been  very  satisfactory,  nothing  having 


occurred  to  prevent  it  from  rendering  the  services  which 
the  Government  had  in  view  on  creating  it.  The  School  is 
well  provided  for  as  far  as  furniture,  apparatus,  books, 
reference  library,  etc.,  are  concerned;  to  which  it  is  above 
all  indebted  to  the  painstaking  and  praiseworthy  founder 
of  the  School,  Miss  Clara  J.  Armstrong:  and  to  her  suc- 
cessor Miss  A.  A.  Cross,  also  an  American  Teacher,  who 
has  directed  the  Establishment  since  1888  when  Miss  Arms- 
trong left  it. 

During  the  last  two  years  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
receive  all  who  desired  to  enter  the  School,  there  not  being 
sufficient  space  for  more  than  3 00  scholars. 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  CATAMARCA 


SECOND 


COURTYARD 
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FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  LA  RIOJA 


To  form  a correct  idea  of  the  benefits  accrued  to  this 
Province  by  the  establishment  of  the  Normal  School  for 
Women  in  La  Rioja,  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  into 
consideration  the  limited  amount  of  intellectual  acquirements 
women  were  allowed  to  obtain  before  its  installation.  Before 
it  there  were  no  schools  of  any  kind  for  girls.  That 
statement  is  enough,  there  is  no  necessity  to  enter  into 
further  details.  As  for  the  adjoining  districts  the  less  said 
the  better,  for  if  the  capital  of  the  Province  was  without 
the  light  of  knowledge , how  darkly  ignorant  must  the 
Departments  have  been. 

In  1869  a general  movement  in  all  classes  of  society, 
commenced  in  favor  of  educational  interests.  The  result 
was  that  in  1870,  in  obedience  to  a law  of  the  National 
Congress,  a High  School  for  Girls  was  established,  which 
continued  in  operation  till  the  year  i 8 8 3 . But  this  esta- 
blishment although  it  gave  some  good  results,  was  not 
sufficient,  the  education  of  girls  was  not  at  all  what  it 
should  be  and  so  the  National  Government,  never  tired  of 
having  its  generosity  abused,  was  again  appealed  to.  This 
Province  however,  could  not  avail  itself  of  the  extraordinary 
liberality  of  the  Nation  until  1884,  when  the  National 
Government  accepted  the  building  destined  for  the  Girls' 
School  above-mentioned,  for  the  Normal  School  for  Women. 


In  May  1884  the  Directress.  Miss  A.  E.  Haven,  and 
Vice-Directress,  Miss  B.  E.  Avery,  with  two  teachers  for 
the  graded  school  arrived  and  at  once  commenced  their 
difficult,  not  to  say  almost  impossible,  task,  such  were  the 
obstacles  of  every  kind  they  had  to  overcome.  Nevertheless, 
the  results  obtained  were  such,  that  in  the  second  year, 
the  number  of  pupils  was  doubled.  Progressing  in  this  way 
the  School  has  had  as  many  as  245  scholars,  and  has 
been  obliged  to  refuse  over  a hundred  applicants,  although 
it  has  received  additional  rooms  from  the  Government  House 
adjoining. 

The  general  result  of  the  School  has  been  very  satis- 
factory, it  has  received  the  approbation  of  the  public  and 
of  the  National  Inspectors  who  have  visited  it.  Without 
counting  those  of  the  present  year,  it  has  produced  20 
school-mistresses  and  3 under  mistresses,  all  of  whom  are 
profitably  engaged  in  their  profession.  Besides  these  there 
exist  a great  number  who  for  various  reasons  did  not 
graduate,  but  who  nevertheless,  left  the  School  in  an  intel- 
lectual condition  very  different  from  the  low  mental  state 
in  which  without  it,  they  would  have  remained. 

From  the  beginning  the  School  authorities,  the  teachers 
and  the  scholars  have,  each  in  their  sphere,  done  their 
best.  Discipline  has  been  well  mantained , educational 
progress  secured,  the  rules  and  regulations  strictly  complied 
with  and  in  addition  public  exhibitions  or  festivals  of  a 
literary  and  musical  character  have  from  time  to  time,  been 
celebrated. 


— I7I  — 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled  and  number  of  graduates, 
from  1884  up  to  1892 


YEAR 

SCHOOL 

OF 

APPLICATION 

NORMAL 

COURSE 

GRADUATES 

1884 

36 

4 

1 885  

*4 

3 

— 

1886 

1 0 5 

1 3 

— 

1887 

176 

1 4 

3 

1888 

i 9 2 

1 7 

9 

1889 

2 3 0 

1 4 

4 

1890 

2 3 0 

i 5 

— 

1891 

1 94 

2 0 

7 

1892 

188 

2 1 

— 

Ssauta  ?Wmal  de^aesdraj  Ac  ^ucumdu 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  TUCUMAN 


PUPILS  LEAVING  THE  SCHOOL 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  TUCUMAN 


This  establishment  was  founded  in  the  year  1887  by 
the  National  Government.  The  Government  of  the  Province 
provided  for  the  purpose  a suitable  building  situated  in  the 
city  of  Tucuman.  The  School  was  organized  by  Miss  Delia 
Robles  Madariaga  who  took  charge  of  the  Institute  until 
the  year  1890,  at  which  date  Miss  Catalina  J.  de  Ayala 
was  appointed  Principal,  a position  which  she  still  retains. 

The  Institute  is  highly  popular  both  in  the  city  of  Tu- 
cuman and  the  rural  districts  of  the  Province;  it  is  atten- 
ded by  quite  a large  number  of  students;  some  of  the 
principal  families  of  Tucuman  send  their  children  both  to 
the  Normal  Department  and  the  attached  Graded  School. 

Dr.  Jose  B.  Zubiaur,  National  Inspector,  in  his  report 
last  year  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  spoke  very 
highly  of  [the  efficiency  of  the  School  and  expressed  his 
satisfaction  at  the  results  of  the  annual  examinations,  at 
which  he  was  present. 

The  graduates  from  this  Institute  are  doing  good  service 
in  the  cause  of  education  : some  of  them  are  employed  as 
teachers  in  the  Graded  School  attached  to  the  Institute,  others 
have  charge  of  schools  in  the  city,  while  others  again  are 
devoted  to  the  work  of  the  common  schools  throughout  the 
rural  districts  of  the  Province. 

This  Normal  School  has  proved  a great  social  and  de- 
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mocratic  power  in  the  Province  of  Tucuman  ; the  teachers 
who  labour  in  the  Institute  and  the  graduates  therefrom, 
who  are  the  means  of  spreading  intellectual  and  moral  culture 
over  the  rural  districts,  are  looked  up  to  and  respected  by 
all  classes  of  Society.  Through  the  indirect  influence  of  this 
School  the  masses  have  come  to  recognize  the  value  of  mental 
culture,  and  the  working  population,  even  in  the  most  re- 
mote districts,  are  anxious  to  give  their  children  the  benefits 
of  an  education  which  they  themselves,  in  many  instances, 
do  not  possess. 


Attendance  and  number  of  graduates  from  the  year 

1888  to  1892. 


YEAR 

NORMAL 

DEPARTMENT 

GRADED  SCHOOL 

TOTAL 

GRADUATES 

1888 

28 

342 

3yo 



1889 

49 

3 1 9 

368 

8 

1800 

53 

341 

3 94 

'4 

1 8 q 1 

6 2 

3 5 0 

420 

I 2 

1892 

• 

5 Q 

333 

3 9 2 

— 

Totai 

2 5 1 

1693 

1 944 

44 

FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL 


OF  SANTIAGO  DEL  ESTERO 


En  Santiago  the  Normal  School  for  Women  was  esta- 
blished during  the  Administration  of  General  Roca,  about 
the  beginning  of  the  year  r 8 8 1 . There  was  at  that  time 
in  Santiago,  a school  for  little  girls,  which  although  of  no 
great  importance,  was  taken  as  the  basis  upon  which  to 
found  the  Normal  School. 

Unlike  most  of  the  establishments  of  this  kind  existing 
in  the  Republic,  this  institution  did  not  enjoy  the  advan- 
tage of  being  first  placed  under  the  direction  of  Normal 
Teachers  from  the  United  States  of  America.  Its  first  Direc- 
tress was  Senorita  J.  Perez,  a young  Spanish  lady  who 
had  formerly  been  a teacher  in  an  infant  school  in  Buenos 
Aires. 

The  house  which  it  occupied  and  partly  occupies  now, 
consisted  of  three  rooms,  as  shown  in  the  photograph  A. 
Since  the  inauguration  of  the  school  May  9th  1881,  con- 
siderable improvement  has  been  made,  both  in  the  school- 
house  and  the  furniture,  for  now  it  can  accomodate  about 
five  hundred  scholars.  In  1 8 8 3 five  more  rooms  were 
built  and  during  1886-87  the  body  of  the  edifice  was 
erected  with  five  class  rooms,  and  a second  story  with 
five  rooms  for  the  dwelling  place  of  the  Directress.  The 
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accompanying  plan  will  give  an  idea  of  how  the  class 
rooms,  furniture,  cabinets,  offices,  yards,  gardens,  &c,  &c, 
are  now  disposed. 

Since  the  foundation  of  the  school,  this  is  the  year  in 
which  it  has  the  largest  number  of  scholars.  A first  grade 
has  been  formed  with  6 5 girls,  whose  teacher  is  supported 
by  the  Directress  from  funds  obtained  through  infantile 
exhibitions  given  in  the  local  theatre.  These  are  arranged 
by  the  Directress  out  of  class  hours,  in  her  own  domicile. 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled  and  number  of  graduates, 
from  1881  up  to  1892. 


ANO 

SCHOOL 

OF  APPLICACION 

NORMAL 

COURSE 

GRADUATES 

1881 

2 2 3 

1882 

234 

5 

— 

1 8 8 3 

2 2 I 

i 6 

— 

1884 

299 

2 5 

5 

1 885 

298 

39 

I 2 

1886 

337 

5 0 

8 

1 887 

3 2 1 

43 

I O 

1888 

3 2 1 

35 

7 

i88q 

375 

3 0 

7 

1890 

334 

29 

8 

1891 

344 

29 

4 

1892 

403 

39 

— 

FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SANTIAGO  DEL  ESTERO 


VIEW  OF  PRINCIPAL  COURTYARD 


NATIONAL  COLLEGE  OF  SANTIAGO  DEL  ESTERO 


A y4A'/T/7st 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SALTA 


FRONT 


MUSIC  AND  GIMNASTIC  SALOON 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SALTA 


The  Normal  School  for  Women  in  Salta  owes  its  exis- 
tence to  the  combined  action  of  the  National  and  Provincial 
Governments.  During  the  Administration  of  General  Roca 
when  Dr.  Edward  Wilde  was  Minister  of  Education,  the 
National  Government  issued  a decree,  establishing  in  Salta, 
a Normal  School  for  Men,  but  the  Government  of  the  Pro- 
vince requested  that  it  should  be  for  girls  instead,  which 
was  acceded  to.  The  decree  bears  the  date  of  the  year  i 8 8 i 
but  the  School  did  not  commence  its  classes  till  Februa- 
rv  i 1882. 

Where  the  Institution  now  is,  there  existed  for  ever  so 
long,  a most  ancient  educational  establishment  belonging  to 
the  Government.  This  old  house  falling  into  ruins  was  de- 
molished and  removed,  and  upon  its  site  was  built  the 
Normal  School. 

To  obtain  funds  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  building  a 
public  subscription  was  started,  the  Governor  of  the  Province, 
Dr.  Zorrilla,  setting  the  example  byr  donating  to  so  praise- 
worthy an  object  his  official  salary. 

When  the  bui  ldinq  was  finished  the  first  graduated  school 

o o 

in  the  Province  of  Salta  was  installed  in  it,  and  continued 
there  until  in  1881.  when  the  Provincial  Government 
ceded  it  to  that  of  the  Nation , for  the  Normal  School  for 
Women. 


I 78 


From  the  very  beginning  this  School  has  had  to  struggle 
against  those  innumerable  obstacles,  that  are  everywhere  met 
with,  when  an  effort  is  made  to  change  old  and  inveterate 
customs.  The  three  convents  that  exist  in  this  city.,  receive 
young  ladies  as  pupil  boarders,  and  afford  them  religious 
instruction,  impart  to  them  a knowledge  of  music  and 
teach  them  the  art  of  producing  most  beautiful  specimens 
of  needlework.  Ail  this  is  approved  of  by  the  matrons  of 
Salta,  who  send  their  daughters  to  the  convents  rather  than 
to  the  Normal  School.  This  state  of  affairs,  so  natural  in 
a society  so  strongly  imbued  with  the  religious  sentiment 
as  is  Salta,  is  further  affected  by  the  undisguised  hostility 
of  the  clergy.  Nevertheless,  the  enmity  to  the  School  is 
gradually  disappearing,  but  for  the  present,  few,  very  few 
are  the  families  of  this  city  who  send  their  daughters  to  the 
Normal  School. 

The  building  is  so  small  that  there  is  no  space  that  can 
be  especially  set  apart  for  Cabinets.  The  apparatus,  instru- 
ments, etc.,  of  the  Natural  Philosophy,  Chemistry  and 
other  classes,  are  placed  in  presses  in  the  class  room  of  the 
third  year  of  the  Normal  Course.  This  room  serving  not 
only  for  ordinary  classes,  but  as  the  hall  dedicated  to  the 
study  of  Natural  Sciences. 


Number  of  graduates,  from  1884  up  to  1892. 


YEARS 

SCHOOL 

OF  APPLICATION 

NORMAL 

COURSE 

GRADUATES 

1884 

I 2 I 

28 

1 885  

146 

40 

7 

1886 

1 5 6 

36 

— 

1887 

i75 

2 2 

— • 

1888 

141 

24 

I 0 

1889 

1 48 

i 5 

2 

1890 

145 

1 6 

4 

I 8 Q 1 

1 5 5 

1 9 

2 

FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  SALTA 


CAB1M  1 OF  NATURAL  AND  PHYSICAL  SCIENCES 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  JUJUY 


FRONT 


five  elementary  classes  or  grades.  The  expenses  of  the  first 
month  amounted  to  $ 720.  This  sum  has  been  gradually 
increasing  and  now  it  reaches  $ 3260,  which  was  the 

value  of  the  last  pay-roll. 

When  the  School  was  first  established  the  National  Go- 
vernment created  sixteen  becas  or  paid  scholarships.  Later 
on  this  number  was  increased  to  forty  ; afterwards  it  was 
reduced  to  the  original  number  sixteen,  and  this  is  the 
cause  of  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  scholars. 

In  1882  the  Normal  Course  was  organized  with  four- 
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FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  JUJUY 


The  Normal  School  for  Women  was  established  in  Jujuy 
about  the  end  of  the  year  i 883,  when  General  Roca  was 
President  of  the  Republic  and  Dr.  Edward  Wilde,  Minis- 
ter of  Education.  It  was  placed  under  the  direction  of  Miss 
J.  Stevens  and  Miss  F.  Gay,  members  of  that  group  of 
Normal  School  Teachers  that  the  National  Government  had 
invited  to  come  from  the  United  States  of  America,  to 
implant  in  this  country  a general  system  of  Normal  Schools. 
The  difficulties  of  establishing  such  an  institution  were 
overcome  by  the  persevering  zeal  of  those  ladies  aided  by 
the  general  enthusiasm  and  active  sympathy  of  the  good 
people  of  the  town.  Although  not  in  possession  of  all  that 
was  necessary,  the  school  was  opened  on  the  i st  of  July 
1884,  with  an  assistance  of  a hundred  pupils,  forming 
five  elementary  classes  or  grades.  The  expenses  of  the  first 
month  amounted  to  § 720.  This  sum  has  been  graduallv 
increasing  and  now  it  reaches  $ 3260,  which  was  the 

value  of  the  last  pav-roll. 

When  the  School  was  first  established  the  National  Go- 
vernment created  sixteen  becas  or  paid  scholarships.  Later 
on  this  number  was  increased  to  forty  ; afterwards  it  was 
reduced  to  the  original  number  sixteen,  and  this  is  the 
cause  of  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  scholars. 

In  1882  the  Normal  Course  was  organized  with  four- 
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teen  girls,  and  nine  professors  were  added  to  the  teaching 
staff. 

The  School  has  granted  2 3 Diplomas  to  School-Mistres- 
ses well  prepared  to  diffuse  at  home  or  elsewhere  the  know- 
ledge received. 

The  Establishment  is  well  accredited  both  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Government  and  in  that  of  the  people  of  Jujuy, 
who  are  conscions  of  its  beneficent  action  and  highly  appre- 
ciate it. 


Number  of  graduates 


1889  11  pupils 

1890  4 » 

1891. 2 » 

1892 6 » 


To  1 AL 


2 3 pupils 


FEMALE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  JUJUY 


COURTYARD 
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NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  PARANA 


VIEW  FROM  THE  PLAZA 


PRINCIPAL  ENTRANCE 


IV 

MIXED  NORMAL  SCHOOLS 


HIGHER  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  PARANA 


This  school  is  the  first  formal  establishment  of  its  kind 
in  the  Argentine  Republic.  It  was  founded  through  the 
enlightened  initiative  of  President  Sarmiento,  being  an  effort 
to  solve  the  problem  of  common  education  as  the  means 
to  true  social  progress,  and  to  secure  the  great  benefit  of 
forming  competent  Argentine  teachers. 

By  the  law  of  October  6tb  the  Executive  was  empowe- 
red to  form  the  Institution  and  decreed  its  installation  in 
June  1870,  but  this  did  not  take  place  until  August  1871, 
on  account  of  the  civil  war  of  which  this  Province  was 
then  the  theatre. 

In  accordance  with  the  decree  this  School  was  established 
with  the  design  of  forming  teachers  competent  to  improve 
the  common  education.  A Normal  Course  of  four  vears 
and  a department  of  Application  of  six  grades  was  there- 
fore organized.  Both  these  were  installed  in  the  edifice  which 
was  formerly  the  Government-house  of  the  Argentine  Con- 
federation and  this  building  was  gradually  prepared  for  its 


new  object  as  the  progressive  application  of  the  plan  of 
studies  required  new  accommodation. 

A law  sanctioned  by  the  Congress  of  1870  assigned  to 
this  school  60  subventions  (becas)  for  an  equal  number  of 
teachers-in-training,  granting  to  each  besides,  the  books  and 
other  school  necessaries  free  of  charge.  The  monthly  pay- 
ment was  ft  20  and  each  student  was  obliged  by  contract 
to  dedicate  himself  to  teaching  in  the  public  school  for 
three  years  after  the  conclusion  of  his  studies.  The  same 
law  provided  that  the  Government  of  the  Provinces  and 
educational  associations  could  send  young  persons  to  the 
establishment  which  would  provide  them  with  books  and 
the  other  necessaries  of  instruction  gratuitously. 

In  December  1874  two  of  the  scholars  had  already 
passed  as  teachers.  There  were  at  that  time  four  class-rooms 
organized  for  the  Normal  Course  and  four  others  for  the  de- 
partment of  application;  the  library  contained  667  volumes 
while  some  instruments  and  accessories  had  been  obtained 
for  the  classes  of  natural  philosophy  and  chemistry. 

By  a decree  dated  January  3otb  1877  and  issued  «with 
the  object  of  giving  a more  perfect  organization  to  the  Na- 
tional Normal  School  of  Parana,  of  improving  the  teaching 
and  assuring  the  future  condition  of  the  teachers  for  whom 
the  education  has  been  provided » the  National  Government 
declared  that  this  establishment  « has  for  its  special  object 
the  formation  of  teachers  competent  for  the  instruction, 
inspection  and  superintendence  of  common  schools,  and  for 
the  teaching  and  management  of  Normal  Schools  ».  and 
with  this  object  it  reformed  the  teaching  in  both  depart- 
ments, introduced  in  to  the  Normal  Course  studies  of  class 
and  school  management,  both  theoretical  and  practical  which 
were  much  more  extensive  than  those  formerly  followed, 
and  prescribed  rules  for  the  written  examinations  of  each 
term  of  study  as  well  as  for  the  oral  ones  of  each  annual 
course.  It  also  provided  that  the  Provincial  Governments, 
on  granting  right  to  the  national  subventions  of  which  they 
were  empowered  to  dispose,  should  undertake  before  the 
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Minister  of  Public  Instruction  that  the  respective  Provinces 
should  assure  the  employment  of  their  nominees  as  soon  as 
these  should  have  received  diplomas  as  Normal  teachers. 

In  1879  the  School  had  ten  class-rooms,  a cabinet  for 
natural  philosophy,  a chemical  laboratory,  a library  with 
1457  volumes,  a Secretarv’s  office  and,  besides,  two  rooms 
for  stores  and  another  for  recitations.  Of  the  ten  class- 
rooms six  were  used  for  the  department  of  application  and 
the  other  four  for  the  normal  courses.  Two  of  these  last 
being  only  separated  by  a partition  of  wood  and  glass  could 
be  readily  converted  into  a hall  which  was  sufficiently  large 
for  general  exercises,  and  public  exhibitions. 

On  January  19th  1880  the  National  Government  « having 
in  view  the  representations  made  by  the  Director  of  the 
Normal  School  of  Parana  in  his  annual  report  as  to  the 
necessity  of  increasing  the  duration  of  the  studies,  so  as  to 
base  the  acquisition  of  the  fundamental  knowledge  deman- 
ded in  a practical  education  more  on  the  general  culture  of 
the  aspirant  to  the  teacher’s  chair  than  was  possible  in 
the  four  year’s  course  till  then  assigned  to  normal  studies», 
was  pleased  to  decree  that  from  the  following  March  these 
should  last  for  five  years.  A new  distribution  was  made 
of  the  subjects  of  study  and  Natural  history  and  some  other 
branches  were  introduced.  With  this  reform  the  Normal 
instruction  was  able  to  present  better  results  than  those  that 
were  formerly  obtained. 

With  the  year  1882  there  began  for  the  establishment 
a period  of  extraordinary  prosperity.  The  long  felt  necessity 
for  extending  the  edifice  so  that  both  departments  might 
improve  their  organization  and  get  on  with  their  work  more 
efficiently,  became  the  object  of  legislative  and  administra- 
tive measures.  The  Nation  bought  ground  to  the  back  of 
the  school,  equal  in  length  to  its  site  and  extending  to  the 
further  side  of  the  block  on  which  it  is  built.  On  this 
was  planned  the  construction  of  an  edifice  containing  eight 
class-rooms,  a hall  for  general  exercises,  a gymnasium, 
corridors,  vestibules,  cellars  and  two  greatcourts.  After  the 


usual  legal  formalities  the  work  of  extension  began  in  June 
1 883,  and  the  new  edifice  was  inaugurated  in  December 
1884,  the  year  in  which  the  normal  studies  decreed  in  1880 
arrived  at  their  complete  application.  During  these  five  years 
the  school  had  made  important  acquisitions  of  furniture, 
reference  books,  instruments  and  appliances  for  mathema- 
tics, drawing,  music  and  the  gymnasium,  apparati  for  na- 
tural philosophy  and  chemistry,  with  maps  and  illustrations 
for  geography,  natural  history,  anatomy,  physiology,  ete. 

The  termination  of  the  extensions  and  the  consequent 
increase  in  the  teaching  staff  and  general  appliances  made 
it  possible  for  the  School,  not  only  to  enlarge  its  teaching 
departments,  but  also  to  organize  a Kinder-Garten  for  for- 
ming school-mistresses  capable  of  applying  in  this  country 
the  best  of  all  systems  of  education  for  children  between 
the  ages  of  three  and  six  years. 

In  1884  there  were  24  teachers  and  of  these  12  were 
graduates  of  the  Establishment.  There  were  812  scholars 
in  17  class-rooms:  In  1 8 8 5 the  Cabinet  of  natural  histo- 
ry was  properly  organized  and  a working-cabinet  for  the 
teachers  of  the  Normal  Course  was  furnished. 

In  1887  two  new  class-rooms  were  constructed  for  the 
courses  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  grades,  and  in  the  same 
year  the  Provincial  Government  ceded  to  that  of  the  Na- 
tion the  edifice  belonging  to  it  which  adjoins  the  school. 
Part  of  this  was  occupied  by  class-rooms  and  offices  of  the 
establishment,  and  in  the  same  building  it  is  intended  to 
open  a scholastic  Museum  as  soon  as  the  repairs  are  made 
which  are  necessary  for  its  proper  installment. 

Till  the  end  of  the  year  1 8 8 5 the  Parana  School  equally 
with  the  other  Argentine  Normal  Schools  had  been  admi- 
nistered under  special  regulations  drawn  up  for  it  individua- 
lly as  the  necessity  presented  itself.  The  National  Government 
however,  with  the  design  of  giving  to  these  establishments 
the  character  of  a truly  national  institution  thought  well 
by  a decree  dated,  February  28th  1886,  to  dictate  a Nor- 
mal Course  of  four  years  in  order  that  all  should  train 
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teachers  of  primary  education.  This  decree  established  two 
classes  of  Normal  Schools  : Elementary  and  Superior,  and 
for  the  latter,  one  of  which  is  in  Parana,  it  appointed  a Nor- 
mal course  of  two  years  for  the  training  of  Normal  Pro- 
fessors. 

But  the  good  judgment  which  dictated  those  measures, 
as  set  forth  in  the  preamble  to  the  decree  which  ordered 
them,  did  not  prevail  for  a long  time,  and  another  decree 
dated  December  1887  reformed  the  organization  of  Normal 
Instruction,  reducing  to  three  years  the  studies  which  the 
laws  till  then  in  force  had  assigned  to  the  aspirants  to  the 
diplomas  of  normal  teachers,  and  adopting  for  all  the 
schools  of  application  the  course  of  studies  which  the  Na- 
tionald  Board  of  Education  had  prescribed  for  the  common 
schools  of  the  Capital  and  the  Federal  Territories. 

During  the  last  five  years  this  school,  ever  disposed  to 
correspond  to  the  object  of  its  foundation,  has  never  ceased 
to  make  extraordinary  efforts  to  attain  what,  under  the 
circumstances,  is  perhaps  impossible  of  attaimment — that  is, 
the  training,  in  three  short  years,  of  normal  teachers  who 
shall  be  competent  to  direct  ably  the  primary  schools  con- 
fided to  them  and  to  give  a vigorous  impulse  to  the  pro- 
gress of  common  education. 
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Number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Normal  School  of  Parana, 
from  its  foundation  up  to  1892 


YEARS 

NORMAL  COURSE 

SCHOOL 

OF  APPLICATION 

KINDERGARTEN 

GENERAL 

TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

c/i 

0 

'cZ 

Females 
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1871 

8 

8 

2 2 

2 2 

3 0 

00 

to 

44 

— 

44 

1 60 

— 

1 60 

— 

— 

— 

2 04 

1873 

5 1 

— 

5 1 

90 

— 

9° 

— 

— 

— 
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1874 

6 2 

— 

6 2 

79 

— 

79 

— 

— 

— 

141 

1875 

73 

— 

73 

140 

— 

146 

— 

— 

— 

2 19 

1876 

85 

— 

85 

2 2 0 

— 

220 

— 

— 

— 

3 0 5 

1877 

89 

3 

92 

1 6 5 

65 

2 3 0 

— 

— 

— 

3 2 2 

[878 

6 1 

1 5 

76 

177 

6 1 

238 

— 

— 

— 

3 1 4 

1870 

70 

1 5 

85 

237 

89 

326 

— 

— 

— 

4 1 1 

1880 

79 

1 2 

9 1 

227 

1 1 2 

33g 

— 

— 

— 

43o 

1881 

89 

1 2 

1 0 1 

229 

1 3 0 

359 

— 

— 

— 

460 

1882 

88 

1 2 

1 0 0 

244 

1 1 5 

35g 

— 

— 

— 

459 

i 883  

9° 

2 1 

1 1 1 

2 5 0 

1 1 5 

365 

— 

— 

— 

476 

1884 

1 1 7 

33 

1 5 0 

420 

207 

627 

1 4 

2 1 

35 

8 1 2 

1 8 8 5 

1 1 8 

35 

1 53 

438 

2 0 1 

63g 

i 3 

20 

33 

825 

1886 

1 1 1 

35 

1 46 

426 

1 9 6 

6 2 2 

2 0 

2 2 

42 

8 1 0 

1887  

107 

28 

1 35 

4 1 6 

i73 

5 8g 

32 

33 

6 5 

o> 

oc 
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1 06 

33 

1 3 9 
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1 85 

629 

36 

3 0 

66 

834 

1880 

1 14 

46 

1 6 0 

425 

226 

6 5 1 

35 

34 

69 

880 

1890 

1 1 b 

5 6 

1 7 1 

469 

1 9 5 

664 

33 

4 1 

74 

909 

1 8 q 1 

1 09 

54 

1 6 3 

482 

2 24 

706 

35 

37 

72 

94  1 

1892 .... 

78 

49 

1 2 

35  1 

235 

586 

24 

18 

42 

755 

T OTA  1 

— 

— 

2323 

— 

— 

8646 

— 

— 

498 

1 1467 

Number  of  graduates,  from  1874  up  to  1892 


YEARS 

NORMAL 

PROFESSORS 

<; 

H 

O 

H 

KINDERGARTEN 

TEACHERS 

ELEMENTARY 

TEACHERS 

Males 

tn 

Males 

Females 

1874 

2 

2 

00 

c_n 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1876 

1 2 

— 

1 2 

— 

I 

— 

1877 

9 

— 

9 

— 

3 

— 

1878 
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— 

1 0 

— 

I 

— 

1879 

1 3 

— 

1 3 

— 

— 

— 

1880 

1 2 

2 

1 4 

— 

— 

— 

1881  

8 

I 

9 

— 

— 

— 

1882 

I 2 

I 

1 3 

— 

— 

— 

1 8 8 3 

6 

3 

9 

— 

— 

— 
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1 5 

I 

1 6 

— 

I 

— 

1 885  

1 6 

I 

1 7 

— 

2 

— 
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1 3 

2 

1 5 

— 

2 

2 

1887 

— 

— 

— 



6 

2 

1888 
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— 

2 2 

3 

— 

2 

1880 

1 8 

3 

2 1 

I 

— 

3 

I 8 Q 0 

i 8 

7 

2 5 

-1 

5 

3 

I 8 Q I 

2 3 

5 

28 

5 

3 

— 
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6 

— 

6 

— 

2 

2 

Totai 
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— 

247 

1 3 

— 

— 

4 

8 

2 

3 
8 

3 

4 


2 
6 
1 3 
1 2 
1 1 
1 3 
1 4 
9 

1 3 

Q 
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1 9 

1 9 
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27 
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37 
36 
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40 
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Number  of  works  contained  in  each  section 
of  the  Library 


SECTIONS 


NUMBER 
OF  WORKS 


Education 

Pure  Mathematics  . . . 
Applied  Mathematics 

Physics 

Chemistry 

Natural  History 

Medicine 


6 i i 

i 44 

49 
70 
3 9 

i i o 

3 9 


Geography 

History 

National  Literature 


Spanish  » 

French  » 

English  » 

Lati  n » 


Fine  Arts 

Law  & Political  Economy 

Religion 

Philosophy 

Miscellany 

Periodical  publications 

Dictionaries 

Official  Documents 

Geographical  & Historical  Illustrations 


99 
6o 
57 
147 
2 3 1 

79 

1 9 
7 i 
55 

2 I 
84 
75 

3 o 

80 
1 9 6 

45 


Total 
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NORMAL  COURSE 


Boulevard  Mercedes 


MIXED  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  MERCEDES 

( PROVINCE  OF  BUENOS  AIRES  ) 


This  School  was  founded  in  the  year  1887  and  at  pre- 
sent occupies  two  houses  belonging  to  Mr.  Nicolas  Lowe, 
a well  known  « Estanciero  » of  the  district. 

The  establishment  possesses  good  School  Furniture,  sui- 
table collections  of  geographical  maps,  and  all  the  apparatus 
necessary  for  the  teaching  of  Natural  Science. 

The  Library  has  a good  stock  of  books  which  are  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  pupils,  teachers,  and  the  general 
public. 
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( PROVINCE  OF  BUENOS  AIRES  ) 


This  Normal  Training  Establishment  for  boys  and  girls, 
was  founded  in  the  year  1887,  when  Doctor  Filemon  Posse 
was  Minister  of  Public  Instruction. 

Its  first  Directress  was  Miss  Jane  Riobo  and  the  School 
made  little  progress  until  Miss  Edith  Howe  was  appointed 
Regent  of  the  School  of  application. 

The  School-building,  which  is  situated  in  the  principal 
square,  belongs  to  the  Provincial  Government ; the  house  is 
well  constructed,  and  has  spacions  and  well  ventilated  class- 
rooms. 

The  post  of  Directress  is  at  present  vacant  and  the  School 
is  under  the  management  of  the  Vice-Directress,  Miss  Louisa 
Marina. 

Up  to  the  end  of  last  year,  there  were  1 6 pupils  of 
both  sexes  in  the  Normal  Department,  and  268  in  the 
School  of  application. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  School  20  teachers  graduated, 
10  males  and  10  females. 
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NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  LA  PLATA 


On  February  28th  1888,  by  a decree  of  the  President  of 
the  Republic,  this  School  for  both  sexes  was  founded  in 
the  Capital  of  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires.  In  accordance 
with  the  law,  the  Provincial  Government  provided  the  edi- 
fice, and  as  this  was  not  ready,  it  was  necessary  to  wait 
for  the  opening  of  the  establishment  until  August  1 3tb,  and 
even  then,  in  spite  of  the  long  delay,  the  classes  were  be- 
gun in  an  unfinished  building  and  which,  even  now,  re- 
mains incomplete  — a condition  due,  in  a great  measure  to 
the  monetary  crisis,  the  beginning  of  which  coincided  with 
the  opening  of  the  institution,  and  also  to  the  small  inte- 
rest which  the  Provincial  Government  has  taken  in  the 
school . 

Owing  to  the  want  of  proper  appliances  it  was  possible 
to  open  only  one  very  mediocre  sixth  grade  while  no  Nor- 
mal Course  for  any  of  the  years  of  studies  could  be  formed. 
Excepting  the  two  primary  grades  the  whole  of  the  school 
of  application  was  in  an  equally  bad  state  of  preparation  and 
consequently,  up  to  the  present,  no  class  has  entered  on 
the  Normal  Course  properly  prepared  to  draw  benefit  from 
the  serious  studies  of  that  department.  But  notwithstanding 
that  the  school  had  been  working  for  so  short  a time,  the 
public  considered  the  examinations  so  satisfactory  that  at 
the  beginning  of  the  working  session  of  1889  entrance  had  to 


be  refused  to  six  hundred  children  owing  to  the  want  of 
furnished  class-rooms  and  teachers.  The  Minister  of  Instruc- 
tion only  appointed  seven  teachers  for  the  school  of  appli- 
cation and  these  with  two  for  the  Kinder-garten  and  nine 
for  the  Normal  Course  formed  the  teaching-staff  of  the  insti- 
tution . 

The  work  of  the  School  went  on  in  a quiet  and  regular 
manner  during  the  year  and  all  did  their  duty  satisfactorily. 
On  the  anniversary  of  the  foundation  the  Band  of  Mercy 
(Banda  de  Misericordia)  was  organized.  This  is  a society 
for  the  protection  of  animals,  the  members  of  which  are 
the  scholars  of  both  departments  of  the  school,  and  the  Com- 
mittee is  formed  by  the  young  lady  teachers. 

The  result  of  the  examinations  was  good  in  the  primary 
grades  of  the  school  of  application,  but  not  at  all  satisfac- 
tory in  the  superior  ones,  especially  in  the  sixth.  This  was 
owing  to  the  want  of  systematic  intellectual  training  in  the 
scholars  before  their  entrance  and  the  difficulties  which  these 
and  their  teachers  had  to  raise  good  work  upon  badly  pre- 
pared foundations,  it  was  therefore,  impossible  to  form  a 
first  year's  course  without  doing  violence  to  all  the  princi- 
ples of  sound  instruction. 

The  remarkable  feature  of  the  year,  and  that  which  has 
continued  to  claim  most  the  attention  of  those  interested  in 
education,  was  the  Kindergarten  under  the  direction  of  seno- 
ra  Marta  Graham  de  Dudley.  This  important  part  of  the 
school  was  wonderlully  successful,  not  only  in  the  opinion 
of  those  who  are  cognizant  of  the  beneficial  results  always 
obtained  from  that  natural  mode  of  instruction,  but  also  in 
that  ot  persons  who,  for  the  first  time,  had  an  opportunity 
for  observing  the  Froebel  system  in  operation. 

The  year  1891  began  under  seemingly  favourable  cir- 
cumstances: soon  however,  there  arose  against  the  school  a 
most  shameful  series  ot  persecutions  which  were  carried  on 
by  the  instigators  with  a cynical  contempt  for  even  the  most 
elementary  rules  of  decency.  These  attacks  were  induced  by 
the  loss  ot  subventions  and  post  during  former  years,  and 
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their  aim  was  to  force  the  present  managers  to  resign.  But 
they  did  not  attain  their  object.  They  ceased  and  the  authors 
received  the  reward  which  their  actions  merited.  These  ins- 
tead of  destroying  the  establishment,  had  the  opposite  effect, 
and  the  school  never  had  better  or  more  numerous  friends 
nor  gave  a more  satisfactory  result  than  at  the  end  of  1891. 

On  December  1 2th  the  first  eight  voung  lady  graduates 
were  complimented  with  a concert  and  literary  soiree  which 
was  given  in  their  honour  bv  their  fellow-scholars  and  the 
success  of  which  was  worthy  of  the  exertions  cf  all  those 
who  had  taken  part  in  it. 

On  the  first  Monday  of  .March  1892  the  session  for  the 
year  was  opened  with  the  best  teaching- staff  which  the 
school  has  had.  Six  of  the  graduates  were  appointed  as 
teachers  in  the  School  of  Application  and  for  the  first  time 
all  those  in  that  department  had  Normal  School  diplomas. 
In  the  School  of  Application  the  work  went  on  without  any 
friction.  The  teachers  made  every  effort  in  order  that  their 
pupils  might  advance  in  their  studies,  and  there  was  very 
little  of  that  deception  into  which  some  teachers  and  many 
scholars  fall  insensibly,  in  order  to  hide  the  want  of  studv 
and  conscientious  preparation.  The  time  passed  tranquilly 
until  the  session  closed. 
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1888 

1889 

1 890 

CO 

1892 

Kindergarten  

2 2 

40 

5 2 

54 

56 

School  of  Application 

1 s*  grade 

5 1 

70 

73 

I 2 7 
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i nd  » 
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1 0 9 

1 06 

1 2 8 

1 85 

3 rd  » 
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1 0 2 

97 

1 0 5 
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4 th  » 

87 

48 

36 

34 

52 

5 th  » 

i 5 

33 

33 

23 

35 

•6  th  » 

1 2 

9 

2 2 

1 6 

5 1 

Normal  Course 

1 st  year 

— 

1 3 

— 

1 6 

1 5 

2 » 

— 

— 

I I 

— 

17 

3 rd  » 

— 

— 

— 

I 2 
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The  Normal  School  of  San  Nicolas  de  los  Arroyos  owes 
its  foundation  to  the  National  law  of  the  1 7th  of  Novem- 
ber 1886  which  decreed  the  establishment  of  the  first  Nor- 
mal Schools  that  were  founded  in  the  Province  oj  Buenos 
Aires. 

Judging  by  the  increased  number  of  students  that  annu- 
ally enter  its  halls,  the  Normal  School  of  San  Nicolas  is 
held  in  high  esteem. 

The  executive  Power,  based  on  the  National  Law  of  8th 
of  July  1884,  which  imposed  on  the  Municipality  of  the 
Capital,  Colonies,  and  National  territories  the  obligation  of 
providing  an  adequate  building  for  the  installation  of  the 
schools,  an  obligation  that  was  extended  to  the  Provinces, 
expected  that  the  Municipality  of  San  Nicolas  would  fulfil 
this  duty.  But  the  corporation  imitating  the  habits  of  ne- 
gligence generally  pursued  by  these  bodies,  or  perhaps 
without  taking  into  account,  the  great  benefits  that  the 
establishment  of  a Normal  School  would  bring  to  this  city, 
neglected  the  duty  and  did  not  opportunely  offer  the  scho- 
lastic building  required. 

There  existed  in  Buenos  Aires  at  that  time  (1887)  an 
« Association  of  the  Sons  of  San  Nicolas  » founded  by  the 
distinguished  physician,  Dr.  Andres  F.  Llobet,  and  then 
presided  over  by  Colonel  Don  Juan  C.  Boer. 
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This  association  being  aware  that  the  government  inten- 
ded to  suspend  the  establishment  of  the  Normal  School, 
and  knowing  what  a great  loss  such  suspension  would  he 
to  the  Sons  of  San  Nicolas,  immediately  made  all  possible 
efforts  to  prevent  it. 

Their  exertions  with  the  National  Ministry  and  the 
Municipality,  resulted  in  the  latter  offering  to  the  govern- 
ment, the  building  which  should  serve  for  the  school. 

The  proposal  being  accepted,  the  Ministry  appointed  the 
teaching  staff  and  sent  the  Inspector  Mr.  Eledoro  Suarez 
to  install  it.  The  houses  which  the  Municipality  had  in 
view  being  all  too  small'  and  therefore  unfit  for  such  a 
purpose,  Mr.  Suarez  pointed  out  to  the  Municipal  Inten- 
dant,  that  the  only  building  that  possessed  the  required 
conditions  was  that  occupied  by  one  of  the  common 
schools,  which  with  some  difficulty  was  obtained  from  the 
Scholastic  Council,  to  whom  it  belonged,  and  the  school 
was  installed  there. 

All  these  disappointments  and  exertions  delayed  for  a 
long  time  the  inauguration  of  this  important  centre  of 
education.  Thus  it  is  that  having  been  established  iu 
November  1886  its  halls  could  only  be  opened  two  years 
later,  on  the  2 9th  of  August  1888. 

The  number  of  pupils  with  which  the  classes  commenced 
was  the  following. 

In  the  first  year  of  the  Normal  Course  seventeen  girls 
and  three  boys. 

In  the  sixth  grade  of  the  school  of  application  eight  girls 
and  one  boy. 

In  the  fifth  grade  two  girls  and  eight  boys. 

In  the  second  grade  twenty  eight  girls  and  twenty  three 
boys. 

In  the  first  grade  forty  one  girls  and  fifty  boys. 

In  the  third  and  fourth  grades  many  youths  matriculated 
who  could  not  begin  their  tasks  on  the  above  mentioned 
date  for  want  of  the  desks  necessary. 

Owing  to  various  causes,  several  of  the  twenty  students 
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of  the  first  year  abandoned  their  studies  and  only  ten 
finished  their  course  and  received  their  diplomas  as  Normal 
teachers:  nine  girls  and  one  boy. 

These  students  were  remarkable  for  their  rare  intelli- 
gence, polite  conduct,  pure  love  of  study,  and  for  the  high 
and  just  idea  which  they  had  formed  of  their  delicate 
mission . 

As  is  seen  the  results  obtained  by  this  school,  till  the 
present,  could  not  be  more  happy  and  fertile;  it  could  be 
said  with  justice  that  the  public  funds  were  never  more 
usefully  employed  for  the  education  and  civilization  of  the 
people. 

The  Normal  Schools  of  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires  in 
compliance  with  the  law  of  their  establishment  admit  both 
sexes,  and  from  this  rule,  which  has  for  its  object  the 
training  of  masters  for  primary  instruction , good  results 
have  been  obtained. 

It  ought  to  be  added  here,  that  the  school  has  been 
always  so  well  managed  that  the  presence  of  an  Inspector 
to  adjust  conflicts  and  solve  difficulties  has  never  been 
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MIXED  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  DOLORES 


( PROVINCE  OF  BUENOS  AIRES  ) 
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The  Normal  School  of  Dolores  was  established  in  the 
year  1888.  The  Minister  of  Education  was  then  Dr.  Fi- 
lemon  Posse. 

During  the  four  years  of  its  existence  it  has  granted 
diplomas  to  17  Normal  Schoolmasters,  who  are  all  emplo- 
yed either  as  Directors  of  elementary  schools  in  the  Pro- 
vince, or  as  teachers  in  the  Practising  Department  and  the 
graded  schools  in  the  Capital  of  the  Republic. 

Number  of  teachers  who  have  received  their  diplomas  in 
this  School. 


YEARS 

NORMAL  SCHOOL 

MASTERS 

SECOND  CLASS 

SCHOOL  MASTERS 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

I 8 Q 0 

2 

4 

6 

— 

I 

I 

i8qi 

5 

6 

I I 

2 

I 

3 

Totai 

7 

I 0 

1 7 

2 

2 

4 

MIXED  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  POO  CUARTO 


Though  in  size,  population  and  commerce,  Rio  Cuarto 
is  the  second  city  of  the  Province  of  Cordoba,  it  was  hot 
until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1886  that  its  inhabitants 
enjoyed  the  means  of  giving  their  children  a more  liberal 
education  than  that  which  could  be  obtained  in  the  ele- 
mentary schools.  In  the  year  above  mentioned,  the  Muni- 
cipality of  Rio  Cuarto  founded  the  first  Graded  School 
established  in  that  city.  Due  in  a great  measure  to  the 
efforts  of  Senor  Alejandro  Roca,  the  services  of  an  efficient 
staff  of  Normal  Teachers  were  secured,  some  of  them  gra- 
duates from  the  Cordoba  Normal  School ; the  others  came 
from  the  celebrated  Parana  Institute.  The  organization  of 
the  School  was  confided  to  Professor  Sebastian  A.  Vera. 

The  new  Graded  School  started  with  246  pupils,  of 
both  sexes,  and  for  a couple  of  years  it  was  worked  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Municipality  and  rendered  good  service 
to  the  citizens  of  Rio  Cuarto.  The  state  of  the  municipal 
finances,  however,  did  not  warrant  a large  increase  of  ex- 
penditure, and  it  was  felt  that,  in  consequence,  the  natural 
growth  of  the  school  would  be  thwarted  for  want  of  ade- 
quate support. 

Providencially,  just  as  the  school  had  reached  the  full 
degree  of  development  which  the  municipal  revenue  was 
capable  of  supporting,  Dr.  Posse,  the  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction,  paid  an  official  visit  to  Rio  Cuarto,  and  be- 
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came  interested  in  the  means  provided  for  the  education  of 
the  rising  generation  of  that  city.  As  a result  of  this  visit, 
the  National  Government  took  over  the  Graded  School  and, 
by  a decree  dated  February  29th  1888,  that  establishment 
was  remodelled  and  became  the  basis  of  a Normal  School. 

With  this  new  character  the  Institute  was  inaugurated  on 
the  4th  of  April,  at  with  date  the  classes  were  opened 
with  an  attendance  of  a3q  pupils:  18  in  the  Normal  De- 
partment and  221  in  the  Graded  School. 

The  school  building,  originally  used  as  a monastery, 
has  been  enlarged  and  adapted  to  suit  school  purposes.  It 
contains  18  rooms  besides  3 courts  and  a garden.  The 
school  is  well  furnished  with  teaching  appliances  and  the 
library  contains  5 5 8 select  volumes.  Professor  Sebastian  A. 
Vera,  who  organized  the  original  Graded  School,  remains 
as  Principal  of  the  Normal  Institute. 

In  1890  & 1891  three  male  and  seven  female  teachers 
graduated  from  the  school.  The  staff  is  composed  of  18- 
professors. 


Attendance  from  the  year  1888  to  1892  inclusive 


YEARS 

NORMAL 

DEPARTMENT 

GRADED 

SCHOOL 

TOTAL 

MALES 

FEMALES 

MALES 

FEMALES 

1 888  

4 

14 

i 44 

83 

245 

1889 

6 

9 

65 

i i 9 

1 99 

O 

O 

CO 

1 1 

1 0 

i i 8 

49 

188 

1891 

8 

1 5 

I 2 5 

8 2 

2 3 0 

1892 

I 0 

1 3 

i 3 i 

go 

244 

Total  attendance  durin 

g the  period  of  5 years . 
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NATIONAL  SCHOOL  FOR  MINING  ENGINEERS 


OF  SAN  JUAN 


The  Andine  Provinces,  which  are  traversed  in  all  direc- 
tions by  great  spurs  of  the  vast  mountain  chain  that  forms 
the  western  boundary  of  the  Republic,  contain  immense 
undeveloped  resources  of  mineral  wealth.  Many  of  the  mines, 
silver  mines  principally,  have  been  worked  in  a primitive 
fashion  fom  time  immemorial  by  the  Old  Spaniards,  who 
made  free  use  of  Indian  labour.  With  occasional  interrup- 
tions, caused  by  the  political  convulsions  to  which  the 
country  was  subject  during  a protracted  period,  the  tapping 
of  the  untold  treasures  contained  in  the  Andine  regions  has 
continued  to  the  present  day.  Here  and  there  an  enterpri- 
sing prospector,  or  a daring  promoter  of  companies,  has 
succeeded  in  scraping  together  sufficient  capital  to  undertake 
mining  operations  on  a somewhat  larger  scale  and  with  a 
plant  not  altogether  inadequate  to  the  purpose  in  view.  But 
there  still  remain  immense  tracts  of  territory  containing 
enormous  quantities  of  mineral  wealth  to  which  attention  is 
being  constantly  called  by  prospectors,  but  which  may  be 
said  to  lie  waiting  for  the  explorations  of  the  scientific 
mining  engineer. 

It  was  to  supply  this  want  that  the  National  Govern- 
ment, on  the  1 8th  of  March  1869,  decreed  the  foundation 


of  a School  for  Mining  Engineers  attached  respectively  to 
the  National  Colleges  of  San  Juan  and  Catamarca. 

The  original  plan  was  limited  to  a preparatory  course  of 
two  year's  study,  but  in  1871  a complete  curriculum  was 
drawn  up  and  sanctioned  for  the  School  in  San  Juan.  This 
plan  comprised  a preparatory  course  of  six  year's  study  and 
a technical  course  which  required  four  additional  year's 
attendance  at  the  Institute. 

Up  to  the  year  i8y3  the  School  for  Mining  Engineers 
established  in  San  Juan  constituted  a dependency  of  the 
National  College  of  that  city,  but  at  the  date  mentioned 
the  management  of  the  Institute  was  confided  to  a special 
Director  who  devoted  his  time  and  attention  exclusively  to 
this  department. 

In  1876  the  curriculum  was  remodelled,  the  preparatory 
course  being  reduced  to  two  year’s  study  and  the  technical 
department  divided  into  two  sections,  one  of  Civil  Engi- 
neering and  the  other  of  Mining  Engineering;  each  of  these 
courses  of  study  extended  over  a period  of  five  years. 

This  plan  was  carried  out  until  the  latter  part  of  1891, 
when  a Bill  passed  through  Congress  by  which  the  section 
for  the  study  of  Civil  Engineering  was  abolished  and  the 
Institute  returned  to  its  original  form  and  object:  the  study 
of  Mining  Engineering.  In  order  to  meet  this  reform  an 
entirely  new  organization  will  be  given  to  the  School  and 
a more  especialized  course  of  study  will  be  adopted. 

The  building  in  which  the  School  is  at  present  establis- 
hed is  small  and  inadequate  for  the  purpose,  but  a new 
building  is  in  the  course  of  construction  which  wall  con- 
tain ample  space  for  class  rooms,  laboratories,  cabinets  of 
Natural  Philosophy  and  Natural  Plistory,  libraries  and  mu- 
seums. The  library  at  present  contains  i36o  volumes,  prin- 
cipally on  Engineering  subjects. 

So  far,  only  six  students  have  graduated  fron  this  Ins- 
titute with  a diploma  of  Mining  or  Civil  Engineer;  but 
a considerable  number,  after  having  gone  through  a portion 
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of  the  curriculum,  have  joined  the  School  of  Engineering 
in  the  Capital  of  the  Republic  and  graduated  there. 

Nowithstanding  the  vicissitudes  recorded  in  its  history, 
the  School  for  Mining  Engineers  has  done  good  service  to 
the  country  generally.  Public  attention  has  now,  at  length, 
been  drawn  to  the  untold  mineral  wealth  concealed  in  the 
mountain  sides,  and  this  Institute  is  certainly  destined  to 
point  ont  new  tracks  for  the  energy  of  Argentine  youths, 
many  of  whom  will  acquire  in  this  School  the  special 
technical  knowledge  neccessary  for  the  sucessful  prosecution 
of  mining  enterprises. 


Attendance  from  the  year  1873  to  1892  inclusive 
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PREPARATORY 
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24 
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2 

8 

1880 

1 8 

2 
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1881 

18 

3 

2 I 

1882 1 
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7 

24 

1883  
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8 

23 

1884 

1 5 

9 

24 
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1 3 

23  ‘ 

1886 
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1 6 

2 6 

1887 

8 

1 5 

23 

1888 

9 

9 

18 
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1 1 

8 
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4 

8 
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1 3 

2 

1 5 

1892 

9 

— 

9 
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1 44 
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